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CHAPTER 600 

REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 

OUTLINE OF· TOPICS 

Applicability of this chapter. 

Registration: in general. 

Registration: when necessary to preserve
copyright.  
Registration: when registration may be made.  
Registration distinguished from recordation.  

Elements required for basic registration. 

Application forms. 

Application forms: continuation sheets. 

Examination process. 

Examination process: communications about  
registration requirements.  
Examination process: variances.  
Examination process: annotations.  
The examination process: response from  
applicant. 
Examination process: "rule of doubt."  
Examination process: cautionary or warning  
letters.  
Examination process: not diminished by  
special handling.  

Refusal to register. 

Refusal to register: unregistrable material.  
Refusal to register: failure to meet other  
legal requirements of copyright.  
Refusal to register: applicant unauthorized.  
Refusal to register: request for reexamina- 
tion.  
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[Number 611 

Registration as a single unit. 

Registration as a single unit: published 
works.  
Registration as a single unit: unpublished  
collections.  

Works containing elements that are separately  
owned.  

One basic registration per work. 

One registration per work: exceptions. 
Separate applications for separately iden-
tifiable parts. 

Registering different versions of a work. 

Registering different copyrightable versions  
of a work: unpublished works.  
Registering different copyrightable versions  
of a work: published works.  
Registering different versions of an unpub- 
lished work: versions containing uncopy- 
rightable differences.  
Registering different versions of a published  
work: versions containing uncopyrightable 
differences.  
Registering different versions of an unpub- 
lished work: overlapping or duplicate claims  
in different versions, one version more com- 
plete.  
Registering different versions of a published 
work: one version more complete.  
Registering different versions of a work  
published at the same time: overlapping ver- 
sions.  

is reserved.] 
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612.01 
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614 

614.01 

614.02 

614.03 

615 

615.01 

615.02 

615.03 
615.04 
615.05 

615.06 
615.07 
615.08 

Examining practices in regard to spaces on appli-
cation form. 

General policy: location of information.  
General policy: minimum standards.  
General policy: correspondence to cover all  
informalities.  

Title of the work. 

Title of the work: omitted.  
Title of the work: nondescriptive titles.  
Title of the work: foreign-language titles.  
Title of the work: variances.  
Title of the work: unpublished collections.  
Title of the work: contributions to published 
collections.  
Title of the work: previous or alternative  
titles.  

Nature-of-work space. 

Nature-of-work space: both nature-of-work and  
Nature-of-authorship statements omitted.  
Nature-of-work space: elements not contained  
in deposit.  
Nature-of-work space: reference to uncopy- 
rightable elements.  

Name of author. 

Name of author: anonymous and pseudonymous  
works.  
Name of author: performing group designated  
by a single fictitious name.  
Name of author: identity of the author.  
Name of author: works made for hire.  
Name of author: separate or independent 
works.  
Name of author: collective work authorship.  
Name of author: form of name.  
Name of author: when authorship is deter- 
mined.  
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Nature-of-authorship statement. (cont'd) 

Nature-of-authorship statements: compila-
tions. 

Date of creation. 

Date of creation: creation over a period of  
time.  
Date of creation: multiple versions of a  
work.  
Date of creation: apparently incorrect.  

Publication. 

No publication information given.  
Publication information given.  
Publication: extraneous statements on  
application.  
Publication: place of publication given  
without date.  
Publication: complete date of publication. 
Publication: more than one date given.  
Publication: errors and inconsistencies in  
date of publication.  
Publication: nation of first publication  
omitted.  
Publication: identification of nation of  
first publication. 
Publication: first published in different  
countries on the same day.  

Claimant: defined. 

Name of claimant: required, with address.  
Claimant: variance between claimant on  
application and name in notice of copyright.  
Claimant: abbreviated names at the claimant  
space. 
Claimant: pseudonym at claimant space.  
Claimant: alternative claimants at the  
claimant space. 
Claimant: future and contingent interests.  
Claimant: corporation sole at claimant space.  
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622.09 

622.10 

622.11 
622.12 

622.13 
622.14 

623 

623.01 
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Claimant: defined. (cont'd) 

Claimant: legal and equitable owners at  
claimant space. 
Claimant: incorporation of claimant's name by  
reference.  
Claimant: designation of groups at claimant  
space. 
Claimant: owner for limited term.  
Claimant: deceased person named at claimant  
space. 
Claimant: clarity of number of claimants.  
Claimant: number of claims.  

Transfers of copyright. 

Transfers of copyright: transfer statements  
on the application distinguished from docu- 
ments.  
Transfer statements: non-author as claimant.  
Transfer statements: acceptable.  
Transfer statements: unacceptable. 
Transfer statement: extraneous information.  

Previous registration space on the application. 

Previous registration question answered  
"Yes:" practices.  
Previous registration: question answered  
"No."  

Compilations. 

Compilations: appropriate application form.  
Compilations: registrable.  
Compilations: unregistrable.  
Compilation statements.  
Compilation statements: acceptable.  

Derivative works: definition. 

Derivative works: general practices.  
Preexisting material: when statement  
required.  
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632 
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632.03 

Derivative works: definition. '(cont'd) 
I 

Derivative-work statement given in either 
ItPreexisting Material lt or ItMaterial Added to 
This Work" space. 
Derivative works: material-added statement. 
Material-added statement: unregistrable
material. 
Material-added statement: description of 
minimal elements. 

is reserved.] 

Reproduction for use of blind or physically- 
handicapped individuals.  

Certification by applicant. 

Certification by applicant: authority to  
submit application.  
Certification by applicant: owner of exclu- 
sive rights.  
Certification by applicant: form of signa- 
ture.  
Certification by applicant: date of certifi- 
cation.  

Effective date of registration. 

Effective date of registration: acceptable  
application.  
Effective date of registration: acceptable 
deposits.  
Effective date of registration: acceptable  
fee.  
Effective date of registration: effect of  
receiving necessary minimal elements.  

Referrals. 

Cancellation. 

General policy. 
Circumstances under which a registration will  
be cancelled.  
Cancellation of renewal claim.  
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Registration: in general. (cont'd) 

602.01 

602.02 

602.03 

Registration: when necessary to preserve 
Copyright registration is re-co1yright. 

qu red to preserve a copyright that would 
otherwise be invalidated because one or more 
of the required elements in the notice was 
omitted, or because the notice contained an 
error equivalent to no notice under the 
statute. 

be made. 
n genera , registratlon may e ma e at any 

time during the life of the copyright. See 
17 U.S.C. 408(a) and 302-305. With the 
exception of certain foreign works protected 
under provisions that implement the Universal 
Copyright Convention, works published before 
1978 must be registered during the first term 
of copyright to be eligible for renewal 
registration. During the last year of the 
first term, an original and renewal claim for 
a work may be submitted together. See 
Chapter 1300: RENEWAL OF COPYRIGHT. 

Registration distinguished from recordation. 
Registration and recordation are two separate 
acts: claims to copyright are registered; 
documents are recorded. For registration, 
the copyright owner sends a deposit, together 
with an application form and filing fee, in 
order to make the information concerning the 
claim to copyright a part of the Copyright 
Office records; but it is not generally 
required in order to obtain registration that 
a document of transfer be submitted. For 
recordation, the actual document (for 
example, a transfer or license) is sent. 
Applications or deposit copies or 
phonorecords do not serve this purpose. 
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Registration: in general. (cont'd) 

602.03 

603 

604 

distin uished from recordation. 

See 17 U.S.C. 205 and Chapter 1600: RECOR-
DATION OF TRANSFERS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS 
PERTAINING TO A COPYRIGHT. In addition, the 
Office will not accept an application for the 
dual purpose of registering a claim and 
recording a document. See section 623 below. 

Elements re uired for basic re istration. The 
e ements required or basic registrat on are 1) a 
completed application form; 2) the statutory fee; 
and 3) the appropriate deposit. See Chapter 700: 
APPLICATIONS AND FEES, and Chapter 800: DEPOSIT 
FOR REGISTRATION. These three elements should be 
sent to the Copyright Office in the same package. 
In general, if these elements are not sent 
together, the Office will not begin the regis-
tration process. Instead it will return the 
partial submission and will send the applicant 
instructions on how to apply for copyright 
registration. Published deposits received 
without an accompanying application and either a 
fee or a deposit account notation, will be 
forwarded to the appropriate department of the 
Library of Congress for use or disposal. Such 
deposits will not thereafter be available for 
registration. See 37 C.F.R. 202.19(f). 

Application forms. The Copyright Office pre-
scribes five basic registration forms: Form SE 
for serials, Form TX for other nondramatic 
literary works, Form PA for works of the per-
forming arts (musical works, dramatic works, 
choreographic works, pantomines, motion pictures, 
and other audiovisual works), Form SR for sound 
recordings, and Form VA for works of the visual 
arts (pictorial. graphic, and sculptural works). 
In general, the application should be submitted 
in the class most appropriate to the type of 
authorship that predominates in the work being 
registered. See Chapter 700: APPLICATIONS AND 
FEES. 
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604 

604.01 

605.01 

600-4 

Application forms. (cont'd) 

Application forms: continuation sheets. In 
most cases, there is ample space on the 
principal application form for all the 
necessary information. Where there is not, 
the applicant should use an official con-
tinuation sheet provided by the Copyright
Office. If the required information is given 
only on the continuation sheet, the Copyright 
Office may add it to the principal applica-
tion (if the application has been signed) and 
file the continuation sheet, or it may use 
the continuation sheet with the principal 
application. If the continuation sheet con-
tains solely duplicate material, the Copy-
right Office will use only the principal 
application in making registration. In such 
cases, the continuation sheet may be dis-
carded. 

Examination process. When the Copyright Office 
determines that the material deposited consti-
tutes copyrightable subject matter and that the 
other legal and formal requirements of the 
copyright law have been met, it will register the 
claim and send to the applicant a certificate of 
registration under the seal of the Copyright
Office. See 17 U.S.C. 410(a). 

Examination process: communications about 
registration requirements. Generally, where 
the registration material is unacceptable or 
subject to question, the Copyright Office 
will communicate with the applicant. See 
Chapter 100: BASIC POLICIES. In general, the 
Office will not question the accuracy of a 
statement made on an application. However, 
the Copyright Office will communicate with 
the applicant where the material is subject 
to question, as for example, where the 
application is ambiguous, substantially 
incomplete, in conflict with other infor-
mation in the registration material, or with 

J  
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605.05  

605.06 

605.07 

Examination lrocess: "rule of doubt." The 
Copyright Of ice will register a claim even 
though there is a reasonable doubt about the 
ultimate action which might be taken under 
the same circumstances by an appropriate 
court with respect to whether (1) the mate-
rial deposited for registration constitutes 
copyrightable subject matter or (2) the other 
legal and formal requirements of the statute 
have been met. See Chapter 100: BASIC 
POLICIES. 

Examination or warnin 
etters. en reg strat on s ma e un er the 

rule of doubt. the Copyright Office may send 
a letter to the applicant cautioning that the 
claim may not be valid and stating the 
reason; and such a letter may warn. where 
appropriate. that the problem may exist for 
future works and point out how it can be 
avoided. 

Examination process: not diminished by s~­
{al handling. NotwithstandIng the expedIted 
treatment accorded special handling cases. 
these cases receive full examination by the 
Copyright Office. 

Refusal to register. In any case in which the 
Register of Copyrights determines that. in 
accordance with the copyright law. the material 
deposited does not constitute copyrightable
subject matter or that the claim is invalid for 
any other reason. the Copyright Office will 
refuse registration and will notify the applicant
in writing of the reasons for such refusal. See 
17 U.S.C. 410(b). and Chapter 100: BASIC POLI-
CIES. 
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606 

606.04 

607.01 

607.02 

Refusal to register. (cont'd) 

Refusal 
ton. 
acraim 
cant in writing of the refusal to register. 
After such notification, the applicant may 
set forth in writing his or her objections to 
the refusal and request that the Office 
reconsider its action. If the claim is 
refused after reconsideration, the head of 
the appropriate Examining Division section 
will send the applicant written notifica-
tion of the reasons for refusal. The 
applicant may again request reconsidera-
tion. If the claim is refused again, the 
Chief of the Examining Division will notify 
the applicant in writing of the reasons. 
The Division Chief's decision constitutes 
final agency action. 

Registration as a single unit. Single unitary 
works are ordinarily registered with one appli-
cation, deposit, and fee. Under Copyright Office 
regulation, certain other works may also be 
registered as a single unit. See 37 C.F.R. 
202.3(b)(3). 

Re istration as a sin le unit: un ublished 
co ections. For t e purpose 0 registration 
on a single application and payment of a 
single fee, a number of unpublished works may 
be registered as a single work, if: 
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607 

607.02 

607.02(a) 

607.02(b) 

(cont'd) 

Re 
co 

Unpublished collections: conditions not 
met. (cont'd) 

Examples: (cont'd) 

3) (cont'd) 

claimant, a transfer statement will 
be requested. See section 623 below. 
If he or she is not, the common 
claimant requirement has not been met 
as to the sound recording. In that 
case, the Copyright Office will 
request a separate Form PA for the 
words and music and a separate Form 
SR for the sound recording, as well 
as an additional fee. 

Unpublished collections: extent of claim. 
Registration of an unpublished collection 
extends to each copyrightable element in 
the collection and to the authorship, if 
any, involved in selecting and assembling 
the collection. See 37 C.F.R. 202.03(b) 
(3)(i)(B). 

Works containing elements that are separately 
owned. Works embodied in a single unit that are 
separately owned must be registered separately. 

Example: 

A book containing a literary work by one 
author and pictorial illustrations by another 
author is submitted with an application 
naming both authors as authors and claimants. 
An accompanying letter states that each 
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609 One basic registration per work. (cont'd) 

609.01 (a) One registration per work: 
(cont'a) 

exceptions. 

Examiner is aware that applications that 
overlap in part were received at the same 
time on behalf of the same claimant in 
different classes. the Copyright Office 
will register both claims and indicate by 
annotation that the claims overlap in 
part. 

Examples: 

1) Forms PA and SR. submitted for unpub-
lished works on behalf of the same 
claimant. are received in the Copy-
right Office on the same day. Each 
application describes the claim as 
"Music and Sound Recording." Both 
claims will be registered. The Form 
PA will be annotated to state: "Sound 
recording registered separately in 
Class SR." The Form SR will be anno-
tated to state: "Music registered
separately in Class PA." 

.. j:

J 
2) A corporation submits two applica-

tions. one on Form VA and the other 
on Form TX. for two posters published 
on the same day. One poster contains 
artwork: the other contains the same 
artwork plus copyrightable text. The 
Form TX will be annotated to state: 
"Artwork registered separately in 
Class VA." 

609.02 iIlarate applications for separately iden-
t iable parts. Separate applications will 
be accepted for separately identifiable parts
of a work. 
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One basic registration per work. (cont'd) 

Separate applications for separately identi-
fIable parts. (cont'd)· 

Example: 

A multimedia kit, including a motion pic-
ture and a workbook, is submitted along
with two applications, a Form PA stating 
a claim on the motion picture, and a Form 
TX stating a claim on the workbook. Each 
application names the same claimant. 
Both of the applications are acceptable. 

isterin different versions of a work. The 
e n t on 0 create states 

that different versions constitute separate
works. When registration is sought for different 
versions and separate applications are submitted 
to the Copyright Office at the same time, the 
manner of registering these works depends on 
whether they contain copyrightable differences 
distinguishable under the copyright law, and 
whether they have been published. 

Re isterin different co ri htable versions 
o a wor : un£u s e wor s. ere two or 
more unpublished versions of a work are 
submitted together and each version contains 
different copyrightable material sufficient 
to support a claim on its own, the Copyright
Office will register the claims separately, 
if separate applications and fees are sub-
mitted. The applications need contain no 
limiting statements to account for the 
similar material being registered in the 
other versions. See section 621 below. If a 
single application. fee, and single title are 
provided for the works and the other require-
ments are met, the Office will register the 
different versions as an unpublished collec-
tion. 
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610.03 

610.04  

600-20  

Registering different versions of a work. 
(cont'd) 

may make only one registration. All versions 
of the work, however, may be included in one 
deposit. 

Example: 

An applicant submits three Christmas  
cards with the same visual and textual  
content; each card is a different color.  
Three applications and fees are submit- 
ted. The Copyright Office will communi- 
cate with the applicant stating that only  
one registration may be made, but that  
all versions may be included in a single  
registration.  

Registerin6 different versions of a published 
work: verSions containing uncopyrightable 
differences. JWhere two or more versions containing the  

same copyrightable content have been pub- 
lished in the same unit, the Copyright  
Office will make only one registration,  
including all components.  

Where the versions have been published  
separately but at the same time, the  
Office will register only one claim. In  
such cases, the applicant should deposit  
the best edition. See 43 Fed. Reg. 766  
and Chapter 800: DEPOSIT FOR REGISTRATION.  
If none of the published versions can be  
considered better than the others, the  
applicant may choose the version he or she  
wishes to deposit and register.  

J  
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610 

610.06 

610.06(c) 

610.07  

Registering different versions of a work. 
(cont'd) 

Registering different versions of a pub-
lished worK where one versIon more com-
plete: versions published at the same 
time. (cont'd) 

Examples: (cont'd) 

2) (cont 'd) 

applications will be accepted, but 
the application for the version con-
taining the two photographs will be 
annotated: "Authorship in photograph 
of horse registered separately." 

~gistering different versions of a work 
OUElished at the same time: overla in 
vers ons. ere erent vers ons are 
published separately but at the same time, 
and the elements of one version are not 
completely subsumed in another version, 
separate registrations may be made without 
annotating the applications or otherwise 
limiting the claims. 

Example: 

Separate applications are submitted for 
two versions of a book published on the 
same day: one in English with illustra-
tions, and the other in Swedish, con-
taining the same illustrations. Both 
applications state: "Text and illustra-
tions" as the basis of claim. The 
applications will be accepted as sub-
mitted. 
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[Number 611 is reserved.] 

612 

612.01 

612.02 

612.03 

General policy: location of information. I~ 
general, although the required information 
should be given in the appropriate space, the 
Copyright Office will not require a new 
application where the required information is 
given elsewhere on the application form or on 
a "rider." Riders do not remain with the 
application after the Office has registered 
the claim. See section 605.03 above. 

General policy: minimum standards. The 
practices stated below represent minimum 
standards for the acceptance by the Copyright 
Office of completed applications. The Office 
will register a claim where it believes the 
record of facts about the copyright meets 
these standards. Where an applicant seeks 
advice from the Office before preparing the 
application, however, the Office will suggest 
that the application be completed in such a 
manner as to put an optimum claim on record. 
See Chapter 100: BASIC POLICIES, section 
109.03(a). 
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61 3.01 

613.01(b) 

613.01(c) 

613.01(d) 

Title of the work. (cont'd) 

Title of the work: omitted. (cont'd) 

of the work: omitted from un ub-
eposit. ere t e ttt e is not 

=T~~~o~n~tTh~e~deposit for an unpublished 
work, but is given on the application, 
the Copyright Office will add the title 
to the deposit or to a separate page and 
attach it to the deposit. The title 
should be keyed by asterisk to the 
following annotation: "Added by C.O. from 
apple" Where space is limited, the 
Copyright Office will add the title to a 
sticker or tag and attach it to the 
deposit. The title should be added in 
the following form: "[title] *C.O." 

Title of the work: omitted from published 
deposit. Where the title is omitted from 
the deposit of a published work, but a 
title is given on the application, the 
Copyright Office will annotate the appli-
cation with a statement: "No title on 
deposit." Where the work consists of 
multiple parts, the annotation should 
include the number of components, title 
of first component, if available, and 
such other identifiers, ~.&., numbers or 
letters, as are available. If the 
deposit is a print or other visual arts 
material without text, the title can be 
added lightly in pencil to the reverse of 
the deposit. If the deposit is identify-
ing material, the title will be added to 
the deposit by annotation: "[title] 
*C.O." or "Added by c.o. from apple" 

Title of the work: omitted from ap£l!-
cation and deposit. In general, wKere 
there is no title given for a work on any 
of the registration materials, the Copy-
right Office will ask the applicant for 
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61 3.01 

613.01 (d) 

613.02 

613.03 

Title of the work. (cont'd) 

Title of the work: omitted. (cont'd) 

Title of the work: omitted from applica-
tion and deposit. (cont'd) 

the title of the work. When this infor-
mation is received, the Copyright Office 
will add it to the work or will annotate 
the application according to the prac-
tices described in section 613.01(b) or 
(c) above. Where the work has been given 
a nondescriptive title, such as "Unti-
tled," the Copyright Office will accept 
the application as submitted. See 
section 613.02 below. 

Title of the work: nondescri*tive titles. 
For registration purposes, t ere is no 
requirement that the title of a work be 
descriptive. Thus, nondescriptive titles, 
such as "Untitled," "Print No.1," or "Study 
in Black," (for a painting in tones other 
than black), are acceptable titles. Also. 
titles consisting solely of letters or 
numbers, such as "L-l0ll" and "MX" are 
acceptable. However, an application whose 
principal title consists solely of non-
alphanumeric characters will not be cataloged 
under such title. Instead, the work will be 
cataloged as "nonprintable data." 

Title of the work: foreign-language titles. 
A tItle of a work may be gIven In a foreign 
language. Works in foreign languages using 
the Roman alphabet will be cataloged under 
their foreign language titles. Other 
foreign-language titles will be translit-
erated into the Roman alphabet by the Cata-
loging Division. 
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61 3 

613.04 

613.04(a) 

613.05  

Title of the work. (cont'd) 

Title of the work: variances. (cont'd) 

Variances involving generic titles. 
(co~t'd) 

Example: 

Title on application: "Ballade" 

Title on copy: "Ballade No.6 in E 
minor" 

The application will be accepted with 
an annotation. 

Title of the work: unpublished collections. 
Where a number of selections are being regis-
tered as an unpublished collection. the 
application should give one title for the 
whole collection. but that title may also be 
the title of one of the individual selec-
tions. Individual titles may be given at the 
space marked: "Previous or Alternative 
Titles," or preferably. on the continuation 
sheet. The application and any continuation 
sheets form part of the registration records 
for the work; therefore, the Examiner should 
forward all such sheets for registration. 
Individual titles generally are not indexed 
unless they are later made the subject of a 
supplementary registration. See Chapter
1500: CORRECTIONS AND AMPLIFICATIONS OF 
COPYRIGHT OFFICE RECORDS; SUPPLEMENTARY 
REGISTRATIONS. Where two or more titles are 
given in the registration materials for an 
unpublished collection and no single title is 
designated. the Copyright Office will add an 
asterisk to the first title on the applica-
tion and add the following annotation: 
"Collection indexed under first title." 
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Title of the work. (cont'd) 

613.06 

613.06(b) 

613.06(c) 

613.06(d) 

Title of the work: contributions to published 
collections. (cont'd) 

Title of the work: collection title 
omitted. Where the collection title and 
the title of the individual work are not 
the same and the application gives the 
title of the individual selection being 
registered but does not give the title of 
the collection, the application is 
acceptable without annotation. 

Title of the work: completion of "Publi-
cation as a Contribution" space. Where 
the application contains a space marked 
"Publication as a Contribution" and the 
application omits information about the 
collective work, the Copyright Office 
will add the missing information by 
annotation except where the work being 
registered is an advertisement. See 
section 613.06(d) below. Where the work 
being registered is clearly a 
contribution to a collective work, but 
neither the application nor the deposit 
copy includes information about the 
collective work, the Office may request
that information. 

NOTE: A space for "Publication as a 
Contribution" is included on Forms VA and 
TX. See aLso Form SEe 

Title of the work: completion of col-
lective work information where advertise-
ment is being registered. Where the work 
being registered is an advertisement, but 
the "Publication as a Contribution" space 
is not completed, the application is 
acceptable without annotation. 

[February 1988] 



600-37  

613 

613.06 

613.06(e) 

613.07  

Title of the work. (cont'd) 

Title of the work: contributions to pUblished
collections. (cont'd) 

Title of the work: variance in collective 
work information. Where the "Publication 
as a ContributIon" space contains publi-
cation information that varies entirely
from the information on the deposit, the 
application is acceptable without anno-
tation if the deposit conforms with the 
requirement of the "best edition" and 
this edition contains the same copyright-
able content as that in which the work 
was first published. Where there is a 
partial variance between the application
and deposit such as between issue or 
volume number, or page numbers, on which 
the contribution appears, the Copyright
Office will annotate the application. 

Title of the work: previous or alternative 
titles. Previous or alternative titles serve 
as additional means of identifying the work 
being registered. These titles may also 
assist in accounting for variances between 
the title on the deposit and the title given
in the title space on the application. The 
"Previous or Alternative Titles" space on the 
application refers to the work being regis-
tered rather than to any other version of the 
work. If, however, someone searching for a 
registration might be likely to look under 
titles of other versions, they may appropri-
ately be listed in that space. In any event, 
the Copyright Office will not initiate corre-
spondence with the applicant regarding these 
titles. 

NOTE: A space for previous or alternative 
titles is not included on all forms. 
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Nature-of-work space. (cont'd) 

61 4.01 

614.01 (a) 

614.02 

Nature-of-work space: both nature-of-work and 
nature-of-authorship statements omitted. 
(cont'd) 

Nature-of-work and nature-of-authorship 
statements omitted: claim unclear. Where 
the nature of work and the nature of 
authorship statements are omitted from 
the application, or where the statements 
are nondescriptive, and the extent of the 
claim is not clear from the deposit, the 
Copyright Office will communicate with 
the applicant. 

Example: 

An application Form VA gives no 
nature-of-work statement and the 
nature-of-authorship statement is 
"Entire work." The deposit is a 
drawing of a three-dimensional useful 
article. Because it is not clear from 
the application and deposit whether 
the drawing is the subject of the 
claim or whether it is identifying 
material for the useful article, the 
Office will communicate with the 
applicant. 

Nature-of-work space: elements not contained 
in deposit. The nature-of-work statement on 
the application should refer only to elements 
contained in the deposit. Where the nature-
of-work statement describes copyrightable 
material that is not included in the deposit 
and it appears clear that a claim is asserted 
in the missing material, the Copyright Office 
will communicate with the applicant. Where 
the terms used to describe the nature of the 
work broadly imply the presence of elements 
not contained in the deposit, but the extent 
of the claim is clear from statements else-
where on the application, the application 
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614 

614.02 

Nature-of-work space. (cont'd) 

Nature-of-work space: elementa not contained 
in deposIt. (cont'd' 

will be accepted. Where the nature-of-work 
statement refers to a future use of the work, 
rather than accurately describing the work 
being registered. but the claim ls descrlbed 
elsewhere. the application is acceptable.
generally. without annotation. In such 
cases. the Office will annotate only if the 
nature-of-work statement clearly raises a 
question concerning the nature of the work 
being registered. 

Examples: 

1) Nature-of-work stacement: 
lyrics" 

"Music and 

Nature of authorship: "Entire work" 

Deposit: lyrics only 

The Copyright Office will communicate 
with the applicant unless the claim is 
limited elsewhere on the application. 

2) Nature of work: Dramatico-muaical 

Nature of authorship: Book and lyrlcs 

The application is acceptable. 

3) Nature of work: "Dramatlco-musical" 

Nature of authorship: "Space left blank" 

Deposit: Book and lyrics 

The Office will annotate the application:
"Book and lyrics deposited." 
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Nature.of-work space. (cont'd) 

614.02  

614.03  

Nature-of-work space: elements not contained 
ln deposlt. (cont'd) 

Examples: (cont'd) 

4) Nature of work: "Motion picture" 

Nature of authorship: "Screenplay" 

Deposit: Screenplay in textual form 

The Office will annotate the application 
as follows: "Deposit contains screenplay
in textual form." 

Nature-of-work s ace: reference to unco 
r & ta e e ements. ere t e nature-o -work 
statement on the application refers to 
elements that are not within the subject of 
copyright, as listed in 17 U.S.C. 102(b) or 
37 C.F.R. 202.1, but the claim is appropri-
ately stated elsewhere, the Copyright Office 
will annotate the application to make it 
clear that copyright does not extend to the 
uncopyrightable matter. In general, it will 
not correspond with the applicant where there 
ia an error in describing the kind of work 
being registered if the claim to copyright is 
clear. 

Examples: 

1) Nature of work: "drill press concept" 

Nature of authorship: "technical drawing" 

The Copyright Office will annotate the 
application with a statement reading:
"Concepts not copyrightable. 17 U.S.C. 
102(b)." 
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614 

614.03 

615.01 

615.01 (a) 

Nature-of-work space. (cont'd) 

to unco 

Examples: (cont'd) 

2) Nature of work: "cartoon character" 

Nature of authorship: "cartoon drawing" 

The application is acceptable. 

Name of author. The application shall include, 
except in the case of an anonymous or pseudony-
mous work, the name of the author or authors. 
See 17 U.S.C. 409(2). In general, the name of 
each author should be given in a separate block 
on the application. Where the application names 
two or more authors in the same block, the 
application will be accepted if sufficient 
information is given about each author. See 
section 615.04(d)(3) below. 

Name of author: anonymous and pseudonymous
works. An "anonymous work" is a work on the 
copies or phonorecords of which no natural 
person is identified as author. A "pseudony-
mous work" is a work on the copies or phono-
records of which the author is identified 
under a fictitious name. See 17 U.S.C. 101. 
In general, the Copyright Office will not 
correspond with the applicant about the 
failure to complete the anonymous or 
pseudonymous questions on the application in 
an appropriate manner unless there is an 
unresolvable variance in authorship state-
ments. 

Name of author: anongwous works -- com-
pleting the space. ere a work is 
anonymous, the applicant may: 1) leave 
the name-of-author space blank on the 
application, and check the appropriate
box, 2) state "anonymous," or 3) reveal 
the author's identity. 
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600-56  

Name of author. (cont'd) 

615.06  

615.07 

615.07(a) 

Name of author: collective work authorship. 
A "collective work" is a work, such as a 
periodical issue, anthology, or encyclopedia,
in which a number of contributions, consti-
tuting separate and independent works in 
themselves, are assembled into a collective 
whole. See 17 U.S.C. 101. Where a collec-
tive work is being registered, the applica-
tion should name the author of the collective 
work. The names of the individual authors of 
separate contributions being registered as 
part of the claim need not be given on the 
application. The registration may cover (a)
the collective work authorship, (b) any 
contribution created by the employee or other 
party commissioned by the author of a work 
made for hire, and (c) any other contri-
butions that the claimant of the collective 
work obtained by transfer. 

Name of the author: form of name. If the 
work is not anonymous or pseudonymous, the 
author's full legal name should be given; the 
Copyright Office will not communicate with 
the applicant, however, if the author's full 
name is not given. If a fuller form of the 
author's name is given on the deposit mate-
rial, the Office may add that information to 
the application by annotation. Where the 
work is made for hire, the name of the 
employer or other person for whom the work 
was prepared must be given as author. 
Stating the name of the employee or com-
missioned party on the application is 
optional, but where it is included, his or 
her status should be clearly indicated, for 
example: "Freemont Enterprises, Inc., 
employer of L.B. Jeffries." 

Name of author: when required. Gener-
ally, an application for a work that is 
not anonymous or pseudonymous should give
the name of the author. See section 
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615 Name 

615.07(a) 

615.07(b) 

61S.07(b)(1) 

61S.07(b)(2) 

615.07(b)(3) 

of author. (cont'd) 

Name of author: form of name. (cont'd) 

Name of author: when required. (cont'd) 

615.02 above. Where a derivative work is 
being registered, the name of the author 
of the derivative material should be 
given. The name of the author of the 
material on which the derivative work is 
based is not required. 

Name of author: omissions. Where the 
application does not indicate that the 
work is anonymous and omits the author's 
name, and the name is not evident 
anywhere in the registration materials, 
the application will be questioned. 

Work by one author. Where an appli-
cation for a work by one author omits 
the name of the author, but the 
author's name appears elsewhere in 
the registration materials, the 
application will be annotated. It 
should be noted that this practice 
does not apply to anonymous or 
pseudonymous works or to works made 
for hire. See sections 615.01 and 
615.02 above. 

Work by two or more authors. Where  
an application for a work by more  
than one author omits an author's  
name, the application will ordinarily  
be questioned, even though the  
authors are named in other registra- 
tion materials, unless the nature of  
each author's contribution (included  
in the claim) is evident.  

Work by a large number of authors.  
If the work being registered was  
created by a large number of authors,  
the application will be considered  
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615 Name of author. (cont'd) 

615.07 Name of the author: form of name. (cont'd) 

615.07(c) li-
a • 

application and the deposit material 
should be consistent, although strict 
agreement is not required. Ordinarily,
the Copyright Office will communicate 
with the applicant about variances only 
where variances between the authorship 
statement on the application and other 
deposit material are substantially 
inconsistent. 

Examples: 

1) Author on application: Joe Graziella; 
author on copy: Joltin' Joe. The 
application is acceptable. 

2) Authors on application: Francis Keyes 
and Sandra Booze; author on copy of 
two-part manuscript of a textbook: 
Part I by Francis Keyes. The appli-
cation is acceptable; the statement 
on the copy does not purport to 
account for the entire work. 

.~ 
~ 

3) Names of authors on application: Fig 
Arrow and Cozy Phantuti. Audiovisual 
work consists of booklet and film-
strip; script states "written by Cozy 
Phantuti;" filmstrip names no author; 
The Barber Company is named in the 
notice of copyright on the filmstrip.
The application is acceptable, since 
the law does not require that the 
author be named on the copies or 
phonorecords of the work. See also 
section 626 below. 
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615 Name of author. (cont'd) 

615.08 

Example: 

An application is submitted by a company
naming itself as the author and claimant. 
An accompanying letter explains that this 
company acquired the interest of a prede-
cessor company. The Copyright Office 
will request that the author be named as 
the organization for which the work was 
created, even if that organization no 
longer exists at the time the application 
is submitted. 

NOTE: Whether a "for-hire" relationship 
exists is determined by the relevant facts at 
the time of creation of the work. Ordinarily, 
any written agreement establishing the "for-
hire" relationship must be executed on or 
before the date of creation. 

. j 
~ 

616 Dates of birth and death. The spaces on the 
application designated for dates of birth and 
death should be completed only if the contribu-
tion to the work is not made for hire. However, 
if such information is given on the application 
for a work made for hire, ordinarily the appli-
cation will not be questioned. 

616.01 Date of birth. In cases where the author is 
a natural person, a birth date may be useful 
information as a form of identification, but 
it is not required on the application. Ordi-
narily, the Copyright Office will not com-
municate with the applicant about a birth 
date. 
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617 

617.01 

617.01(a) 

617.02 

617.03 

Government wor~s. (cont'd) 

United States Government works. (cont'd) 

United States Government works: Standard 
Reference Data Act. (cont'd) 

Example: 

An application received for a work of 
standard reference data names the 
author as "The Secretary of Com-
merce," and is accompanied by a 
letter indicating that the material 
is submitted for registration under 
the Standard Reference Data Act. The 
Copyright Office will annotate the 
application, "Claim authorized by 
Standard Reference Data Act," key the 
annotation to the authorship space,
and register the claim. 

Government works: edicts of government. An 
application will be questioned if the claim 
appears to extend to any edict of government, 
such as judicial opinions, administrative 
rulings, legislative enactments, public
ordinances, and similar legal documents, 
whether Federal, State, local, or foreign, 
since such materials are not copyrightable 
for reasons of public policy. See also 
section 206.01 of Chapter 200: COPYRIGHTABLE 
MATTER - IN GENERAL. 

Example: 

Application is submitted for registration
of a work consisting entirely of a State 
statute. Registration will be refused. 
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618 

618.02 

619.01 

619.02 

Author's nationality or domicile. (cont'd) 

Author's nationalit~ or domicile: works 
published under 190 co~yright Act. With 
respect to eligibility or registration, 
works published before 1978 are governed by 
the law in effect at the time of first 
publication. Both citizenship and domicile 
may be required to determine the eligibility 
of such works. See the complete discussion 
of this topic in Compendium I. 

Nature-of-authorship statement. In general, the 
nature of authorship defines the scope of the 
registration; therefore, it represents an 
important copyright fact. 

Nature-of-authorship statement: location on 
application. The nature-of-authorship 
statement on an application should be given 
at the block designated "Author of," or 
"Nature of Authorship." In cases where the 
nature of an author's contribution is indi-
cated elsewhere on the application, the 
application will be accepted if the extent of 
the claim is clear. See section 626.03(a)
below. 

Nature of authorshi~: ap&ropriate descrip-
tion. The nature-a-aut orship statement is 
a brief general statement of the nature of 
the author's contribution to the work. In 
general, the author's contribution may be 
described in terms of the categories speci-
fied in the copyright law, including: non-
dramatic literary work, musical work, musical 
work with words, dramatic work, dramatic work 
with music, pantomime, choreographic work, 
pictorial, graphic, and sculptural work, 
audiovisual work (including a motion 
picture), or a sound recording. Other 
acceptable descriptive terms are: computer 
program, book, periodical, lecture, sermon, 
m~p. ~ork of art, reproduction of a work of 
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Nature-of-authorship statement. (cont'd) 

619.02  

619.03  

Nature of authorship: appropriate descrip-
tIon. (cont'd)  

Class PA  
(In general):  

dance  
drama  
instrumental music  
music and lyrics 
play  
sermon  
song lyrics  

Class PA 
(Multimedia kits): 

filmstrip
illustrations 
printed text 
recorded text 
sounds 
workbook 

Class PA (Motion pictures and motion picture
components):  

cinematic work  
cinematography 
entire work  
music  
narration  
screenplay 
script  
sound track  

Class SR  
(In general):  

performance 
sound recording  
sound recording 

engineering 

Class SR (Multi-
media kits without 
a visual element): 

performance
sound recording 
text 
workbook 

Nature of authorship: nonspecific
description. In general, an application
§iving a nonsr.ecific description, such as 
entire work,' is adequate to define the 

nature of authorship in a new work. Where 
more than one work is present in one deposit, 
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Nature-of-authorship statement. (cont'd) 

619.03  

619.03(a) 

619.03(b) 

Nature of authorship: nonspecific descrip-
tion. (cont'd) 

Examples: (cont'd) 

3) (cont' d) 

as: "Pamphlet." In the absence of a 
conflict with any statements on the 
deposit, the authorship statement is 
acceptable. 

Nonspecific description: derivative 
works. The nature-ot-authorship 
statement for a derivative work or 
compilation should describe more 
specifically the kind of authorship on 
which the claim being registered is 
based. (See sections 615.06 above and 
625 and 626 below.) For derivative works 
other than motion pictures or sound 
recordings, a description which is 
limited to the statement "entire work" is 
ordinarily not acceptable unless the 
derivative-work space adequately defines 
the claim. See section 619.10(b) below. 

Nonspecific description: author's con-
tribution given at nature-ot-work s~. 
In general, it the description at tne--
nature-of-authorship space is insuffi-
cient to describe the claim, but state-
ments at the nature-of-work space des-
cribe the authorship in the deposit, the 
application will be accepted. 

Example: 

A copy of a choreographic work is 
submitted with an application Form 
PA. One author is named on the 
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619 Nature-of-authorship statement. (cont'd) 

619.06 Nature of authorship: claim in unregistrable 
material. (cont'd) 

619.06(a) Claim 
conta 

Examples: (cont'd) 

1) (cont'd) 

Copyright Office will communicate 
with the applicant, stating that a 
claim cannot be registered in a 
"story idea" and suggesting that if 
the author contributed literary 
material, a new application should be 
submitted describing the author's 
contribution in those terms. See 
Chapter 300: COPYRIGHTABLE MATTER 
NONDRAMATIC LITERARY WORKS. 

-

2) An application Form PA gives an 
author's contribution as "New process 
for suturing." The deposit is a 
videotape which depicts a doctor 
performing surgery with voice-over 
commentary. The Copyright Office 
will communicate with the applicant, 
explain that processes are not 
copyrightable under 17 U.S.C. 102(b),
and suggest that the applicant submit 
a new application to register the 
narration, the cinematography, or 
both. If the applicant is not 
entitled to, or does not wish to 

..j•. 
~ 

register the copyrightable material, 
no claim will be registered. 

619.06(b) Claim in unregistrable material: combined 
wIth claim in registrable matter. Where 
an author's contribution, as described, 
consists of copyrightable material as 
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Nature-of-authorship statement. (cont'd) 

619.06 

619.06(e) 

619.06(e)(2) 

619.06(e)(3) 

Nature of authorship: claim in unregistrable
material. (cont'd) 

unreyistrable matter: claim covers both 
de m nimis and registrable matter. 
(contid) 

De minimis and registrable material. 
Where a work contains de minimis 
material in one category of author-
ship but registrable material in 
another category, the Copyright
Office will refuse to register a 
claim specifically in the de minimis 
element. Generally, the OItice will 
request a new application describing 
only the registrable material. 

Example: 

The nature-of-authorship state- 
ment names A as author of "words  
and music." The only words con- 
tained in the deposit are "I Love  
You," repeated several times.  
The Copyright Office will request  
a new application omitting refer- 
ence to "words."  

De minimis and registrable material: 
unitary work. Where the nature-of-
authorship statement gives: "Entire 
work," and the copy contains both de 
minimis text and copyrightable mate-
rial by one author, the application 
will be accepted on the basis of the 
copyrightable content of the work. 
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Nature-of-authorship statement. (cont'd) 

619.10  

619.10(a) 

619.10(b) 

Nature-of-authorship statement: derivative 
works. (cont'd) 

Example: (cont'd) 

ask the applicant to describe the author-
ship in the lithographic reproduction at 
the "Author of" space and to name the 
author if different from the author of 
the oil painting. See sections 615.01 
and 615.09 above. 

Nature-of-authorship statement: appro-
priate description of derivative works. 
Because the registration will cover only 
part of the material contained in a deri-
vative work, the nature of the author's 
contribution for such works must be made 
clear. In general, it is not sufficient 
to give the author's contribution simply 
as "derivative work" unless the statement 
in the nature-of-the-work space or the 
material-added space clearly and compre-
hensively describes the new material. 

Example: 

An application states at the nature-
of-authorship space "Derivative mate-
rial," and at the material-added 
space "Musical arrangement." The 
deposit is apparently a new arrange-
ment of an old folk song. The appli-
cation is acceptable. 

Nature-of-authorship statemen~: same 
author of preexisting and derivative 
material. Where the author of the 
preexisting material and the derivative 
work appears to be the same, and the 
nature-of-authorship statement on the 
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619.10 

619.10(b) 

619.11  

600-92 

Nature-of-authorship statement. (cont'd) 

Nature-of-authorship statement: derivative 
works. (cont'd) 

Nature-of-authorship statement: same 
author of preexisting and derivative 
material. (cont'd) 

application is broad enough to encompass
both the preexisting and new material, 
the Copyright Office will register the 
claim. 

Examples: 

1) The nature-of-authorship statement on 
an application for a musical composi-
tion consisting of words, music, and 
arrangement names a single author 
whose contribution is "Entire work;" 
the material-added statement notes 
"New arrangement." The Copyright
Office will register the claim. 

2) An application Form VA describes the 
authorship as "advertisement." The. 
material-added statement is: "Addi- ....., 
tional artwork." 
will be accepted. 

The application 

3) An application Form TX is submitted 
giving no nature-of-authorship state-
ment. The material-added statement 
is: "Revisions throughout." In the 
absence of a contradictory statement 
of authorship on the deposit, the 
application is acceptable. 

Nature-of-authorship statements: compila-
tions. Generally, where the claim consists 
principally or solely of compilation author-
ship, the nature-of-authorship statement 
should include "Compilation," or a comparable 
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619 

619.11 

619.11(a) 

620.01 

Nature-of-authorship statement. (cont'd) 

Nature-of-authorship statements: compila-
tions. (cont'd) 

Nature-of-authorship statements: col-
lective works. (cont'd) 

Example: 

Application for a magazine is submit-
ted on Form SE with the "collective 
work" box checked. The application 
will be accepted. 

Date of creation. The application shall include 
the year in which the work was created. See 17 
U.S.C. 409(7). A work is considered "created" 
when it is fixed by or under the authority of the 
author for the first time. Where a work has been 
prepared over a period of time, the part of the 
work existing in fixed form on a particular date 
constitutes the created work on that date. See 
37 C.F.R. 202.3(b)(3)(ii). Where the year of 
creation is omitted, the Copyright Office will 
communicate with the applicant for the missing 
information. Where the applicant cannot deter-
mine the exact year of creation, qualifying 
language is permitted, such as "approximately,"
"on or about," or "on or before." 

Date of creation: creation over a period of 
time. Where a work is prepared over a period 
or-time, the portion of it that has been 
fixed at any particular time constitutes the 
work as of that time. See 17 U.S.C. 101. 
Where a single version is being registered, 
the application should give as the year of 
creation the latest year when copyrightable 
material was added to the version being 
registered. If multiple dates are listed, 
however, the Copyright Office will register 
the claim as submitted. 
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620 

620.02 

620.02(a) 

620.03 

Date of creation. (cont'd) 

Date of creation: multiple versions of a 
work. Where a work has been prepared in 
arrterent versions. each version constitutes 
a separate work. See 17 U.S.C. 101. Where 
different versions of a work are being 
registered separately. each application 
should give the year of creation for the 
particular version being registered. Where 
it appears that the application does not give 
the year of creation for that version, the 
Copyright Office will communicate with the 
applicant. See section 610 above. 

Example: 

The application for a derivative work 
gives 1972 as the year of creation and 
the year of previous registration. The 
publication date is January 1, 1978, and 
there are two notices on the copies: "0 
1972 Miller Music," followed by "Musical 
Arrangement 0 1978 by John Dee Music." 
The derivative claim is based on a new 
arrangement. The Copyright Office will 
ask the applicant whether the year of 
creation refers to the new arrangement. 

Date of creation: multiple dates, with 
sin Ie re istration of multi Ie versions 
o a war. n cases were severa ver-
sions of a work are being registered
together, the applicant should give the 
date of creation of the latest version. 
However, if the applicant gives the date 
of creation of each version, the applica-
tion will be accepted. See also section 
610 above. 
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621 Publication. (cont'd) 

621.04 

621.05 

621.05(a) 

621.06 

Publication: place of publication ,iven with-
out date. Where the applIcatIon g ves a 
place of publication without a date, the 
entire application. deposit. and correspon-
dence will be considered in deciding whether 
to communicate with the applicant to ascer-
tain whether publication has occurred. 

Publication: complete date of publication.
The applIcatIon should give the exact month. 
day, and year when publication first occur-
red. Where one of these elements is omitted. 
the Copyright Office will communicate with 
the applicant. 

Example: 

An application gives the date of publi-
cation as "January, 1980." The Copyright 
Office will ask the applicant to provide
the precise date of publication. 

Complete date of publication: exact date 
unknown. In cases where the applicant 
cannot determine the exact date of first 
publication. the date may be qualified by
"approximately." "not later than." "not 
before," or the like; in any case, it is 
preferable that the applicant give one 
specific date of publication without 
qualifying language. 

Publication: more than one date ~iven. In 
general, the applIcant should give only one 
date of publication -- the date publication 
first occurred. Where more than one date of 
publication is given, the Copyright Office 
will communicate with the applicant to ascer-
tain the date of first publication for the 
work being registered. 
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622.01 

622.02 

.~ 
~Claimant: defined. For purposes of registration. 

a copyright claimant is either (1) the author of 
a work; or (2) a person or organization that has 
obtained ownership of all United States rights
which initially belonged to the author under the 
United States copyright law. This latter cate-
gory includes a person or organization that has 
obtained. from the author or from an entity that 
has obtained ownership of all rights under the 
copyright. the contractual right to claim legal
title to the copyright in an application for 
copyright registration. See 37 C.F.R. 202.3(a)
(3). With respect to unpublished works and works 
first published on or after January 1. 1978. the 
application should name the claimant or claimants 
as of the time the application is filed. NOTE: 
For works first published before 1978. see 
Compendium I. Chapter 4. Section 4.2.3. 

Name of claimant: required. with address.  
The application for registration shall  
include the name and address of the copyright  
claimant. See 17 U.S.C. 409(1). Where the  
claimant's name is not given. the Copyright  
Office will communicate with the applicant.  
Generally. where the claimant's address is  
not given. the return or correspondence 
address will suffice. In any case where  
neither the claimant's address nor a satis- 
factory substitute is given in the registra- 
tion materials. the Office will attempt to  
communicate with the applicant by telephone. 
If the applicant cannot be reached. but the  
application is otherwise acceptable. regis- 
tration will be completed even though the  
certificate may not be mailed.  

Claimant: variance between claimant on ap~­ 
cation and name in notice of cosyright. WIth  
respect to works first puhlishe on or after  
January 1. 1978. the name of the claimant  
given on the application should be either the  
name of the owner of all United States rights  
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622 Claimant: defined. (cont'd) 

622.03 Claimant: abbreviated 
space. (cont'd) 

names at the claimant 

where the name designating the claimant on 
the application does not sufficiently iden-
tify the claimant but other registration 
materials clarify his or her identity, the 
Copyright Office will add this information to 
the application. 

Examples: 

1) An application names "Sonny" Bell and 
"Scooter" McCall as co-claimants. The 
application is acceptable. 

2) An application names "Mr. Bell and Mrs. 
McCall," as claimants. The registration 
materials do not contain any information 
concerning the given name of the claim-
ant. The application will be questioned. 

3) An application gives "Mr. T" as the name 
of the claimant. An accompanying letter 
states that the claimant's full name is 
Terry Thompson Tipley. The Copyright 
Office will annotate the application to 
give the claimant's full name. 

.i 
~ 

622.03(a) Abbreviated names: initials at the claim-
ant space. If the identity of the claim-
ant is known to the public by certain 
initials, an application will be accept-
able giving those initials as the name of 
the claimant. Where the initials do not 
so identify the claimant, the Copyright
Office will request a new application 
giving the claimant's legal name. 
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600-108 

Claimant: defined. (cont'd) 

Claimant: alternative claimants at the  
claImant space. (cont'd)  

Examples (acceptable): 

1) "John Doe - Mary Doe" 

2) "Foster Music/Dear Music" 

3) "Stiller/Hyson Graphics" 

interests. 
ersons or organ zat ons w t a uture  

interest in the copyright or those who may  
obtain ownership of the copyright upon a  
contingency should not be named as claimants.  
The following are examples of unacceptable  
statements at the claimant space.  

1) "John Doe, or, upon his death, Mary Doe" 

2) "John Doe, and after ten years, Sam Doe" 

3) "John Doe, or if she survives, Mary Doe" 

4) "John Doe Company or, should its ~ corporate headquarters move to Iowa, 
Howard Doe Company." 

NOTE: A corporation sole is defined as a  
corporation consisting of one person only, 
and his or her successors in some particular  
office incorporated by law in order to give  
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622 

622.11 

622.12 

622.13 

622.13(a) 

Claimant: defined. (cont'd) 

Claimant: owner for limited term. (cont'd) 

Examples: (cont'd) 

3) (cont' d) 

The document of transfer, simultaneously
submitted by the applicant, indicates 
that the ten-year period has not expired.
The application is acceptable. 

Claimant: deceased person named at claimant 
space. An application that names a deceased 
person as claimant is not acceptable. When 
the Copyright Office has knowledge that a 
claimant died before the date of receipt of 
the application, the Office will request a 
new application naming the current owner of 
all rights to the copyright. It may name as 
the copyright claimant an heir of the 
decedent, the estate, or the executor, 
administrator, or personal representative of 
the decedent. 

Claimant: clarity of number of claimants. 
The application should make clear the number 
of copyright claimants. Where the number of 
claimants is unclear, the Copyright Office 
will communicate with the applicant. 

Clarity of number of claimants: indivi-
dual and related unincorporated company 
named at claimant space. Where the 
applicant wishes to indicate that an 
individual and his unincorporated company 
are the same legal entity, the applica-
tion should show the relationship' between 
the two, for example by stating 'doing 
business as," "solely owned by," or the 
like. Otherwise, the number of claimants 
may be unclear. In such cases, the Copy-
right Office will communicate with the 
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622 Claimant: defined. (cont'd) 

622.13 Claimant: clarity of number of claimants. 
(cont'd) 

622.13(a) 

Examples: (cont'd) 

3) (cont'd) 

given. The Copyright Office will 
register the claim on the assumption
that the author and claimant are the 
same legal entity. NOTE: This 
result would not obtain if the Jones 
Company had been designated 
corporate entity. 

as a 

4) An application names John Doe as 
author and notes "John Doe, Smith 
Publishing Company" at the claimant 
space. There is no indication of the 
relationship between these two names, 
or a transfer statement shOWing how 
Smith Publishing Company obtained 
rights to the copyright. The Copy-
right Office will communicate with 
the applicant. 

i 
~ 

622.13(b) Clarit of number of claimants: unrelated 
names at t e c aimant space. ere two 
or more unrelated names are given at the 
claimant space on the application, the 
Copyright Office will assume that the 
names represent separate claimants unless 
one name represents part of the address 
or it is otherwise clearly indicated that 
the names are not intended to designate 
separate claimants. 
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623 Transfers of copyright. (cont'd) 

623.01 Transfers of co~yright: transfer statements 
on the azplicat on oistinguished from docu-
ments. cont'd) 

623.01(a) 1ication and 
ocument contra ctory. s a ru e, the 

Copyright OffIce does not interpret docu-
ments. Examiners are not required as a 
matter of course to analyze documents. 
However, all materials submitted in con-
nection with registration may be read. 
When documents submitted with the appli-
cations appear to contradict the transfer 
described, the Office may communicate 
with the applicant before making regis-
tration. 

Example: 

An application and a document per-
taining to the copyright in the same 
work are submitted together. The 
transfer statement on the application 
is, "By written agreement." The 
document grants the individual named 
as claimant permission to publish 
under restricted conditions. The 
Copyright Office will communicate 
with the applicant stating the 
difference between the grant des-
cribed in the application and the 
grant in the document. If the 
applicant's explanation is satis-
factory, the Office will register the 
claim. 

, ,~ 
~ 

623.02 Transfer statements: non-author as claimant. 
Where a claimant (or co-claimant) is not the 
author or the same legal entity as the 
author, the matter of whether a transfer 
statement is required depends upon whether 
the author, an authorized agent, or someone 
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Transfers of copyright. (cont'd) 

623.02 

623.02(e) 

623.02(f) 

623.03 

Transfer statements: non-author as claimant. 
(cont'd) 

material in a derivative work. There-
fore, where the author of the preexisting 
material and the author of the new mate-
rial are different persons, and the 
author of the preexisting material is the 
claimant of the new work, the application 
should indicate how he or she obtained 
ownership of copyright in the new 
material. However, if the derivative 
work is a "joint work," registration may
be made without a transfer statement. 

General requirements: collective works 
registered with individual contributions. 
A collective work may be registered 
together with individual contributions to 
the collective work on a single applica-
tion with a single fee where the claimant 
of the collective work and the individual 
contributions is the same. In such 
cases, the application must give a trans-
fer statement relating to the ownership 
of the individual contributions, where 
they have been authored by persons other 
than the author of the collective work. 

Transfer statements: acceptable. The follow-
ing transfer statements are acceptable to 
indicate how the claimant obtained ownership 
of the copyright. In most cases, variant 
forms of these terms are also acceptable. 
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623 

623.03 

623.03(e) 

623.03(f) 

Transfers of copyright. (cont'd) 

Transfer statements: acceptable. (cont'd) 

Transfer statements: written instruments 
by third parties. (cont'd) 

Examples: (cont'd) 

4) "From mortgagee after foreclosure." 

5) "By court order." 

Transfer statement: chain of title. In 
general, a transfer statement is accept-
able where it gives only the last act of 
transfer to the claimant, unless there is 
some doubt about the validity of that 
transfer. However, where a claim is 
submitted in the work of a long-deceased 
or well-known deceased. author, and there 
is no indication that the claimant is 
related to that author, the Copyright 
Office may request that the applicant 
submit a supplementary statement des-
cribing the chain of title from author to 
claimant. Where such a statement is 
provided, the application will be 
accepted reflecting only the last act of 
transfer. The supplementary statement 
will be maintained in the correspondence 
file relating to registration of that 
work. 

Example: 

A newly discovered musical composi-
tion by a well-known composer who 
died in 1918 published with intro-
ductory text is submitted for regis-
tration. The application names a 
music publisher as copyright claim-
ant. The transfer statement reads: 
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Transfers of copyright. (cont'd) 

623.03 

623.03(f) 

623.04 

623.04(a) 

Transfer statements: acceptable. (cont'd) 

Transfer statements: chain of title. 
(cont'd) 

Example: (cont'd) 

"By assignment." The Copyright 
Office will request that the appli-
cant submit a letter indicating the 
chain of title from the composer (or 
his successors in interest) to the 
current claimant. 

Transfer statements: unaccertable. An 
application is not acceptab e in the first 
instance if it (1) indicates that the 
transfer took place solely by means of an 
oral agreement (but see section 623 above),
(2) describes the-clatmant's relationship to 
the author in terms that do not operate to 
transfer the copyright. or (3) shows that 
less than all rights were transferred. 

Unacce table transfer statements: oral 
afreement. enera y, an ora agreement 
w thout a written note or memorandum is 
not sufficient to transfer copyright in 
works statutorily copyrighted on or after 
January 1, 1978. See 17 U.S.C. 204(a).
Where an application for such a work 
states that the copyright has been 
transferred by an oral contract, the 
Copyright Office will ask the applicant
whether the transfer was confirmed in 
writing and. if such transfer is so 
confirmed, the Office will annotate the 
transfer statement accordingly. If the 
transfer was not confirmed in this 
manner, the applicant may seek regis-
tration after obtaining a written 
confirmation. 
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Transfers of copyright. (cont'd) J 
623.04(b) 

Examples: 

1) "John Doe gave me this copy." 

2) "I bought the painting." 

623.04(c) 

Examples:  

1) "Found in attic trunk."  

2) "Discovered in a warehouse."  

3) "The author sent these love letters  
to me when we were young." 

4) "Author asked me to keep it for him." 

623.04(d) 
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Transfers of copyright. (cont'd) 

623.04 

623.04(e) 

623.04(f) 

623.05 

Transfer statements: unacceptable. (cont'd) 

less 

Examples: (cont'd) 

15) "Dedicated to." 

16) "By consent." 

17) "By release." 

Unacce table transfer statements: 
reserve r g ts re ate to cottr ght.
Where a transfer statement re ects a 
reservation of rights that could relate 
to exclusive rights in the copyright, the 
statement will be questioned. After 
satisfactory explanation, however, the 
claim will be registered with an anno-
tation. 

Example: 

In an application for registration of 
a claim in an audiovisual work, 
Sonsui Concepts, Ltd. is named as the 
author of a work made for hire. The 
claimant is noted as "Great American 
Games." The transfer statement 
reads: "Transfer of all United States 
rights except to create hand-held 
version." The Copyright Office will 
communicate with the applicant. 

Transfer statement: extraneous information. 
Gratuitous InformatIon given regarding a 
transfer of copyright will generally be 
disregarded, unless it either contradicts or 
explains the apparent means of transfer. 
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Previous registration space on the application. 
(cont'd) 

624.01 

624.01 (c) 

624.01 (d) 

624.01(e) 

answered 

Previous registration practices: basic 
registration by author as copyright 
claimant. (cont'd) 

Example: (cont'd) 

The Copyright Office will communicate 
with the applicant. If the facts 
stated on the application are cor-
rect, the Office will refuse to 
register the claim. 

revised 
vers on. ere t e prev ous reg strat on 
question is answered "Yes" and the basis 
for new registration is that the pre-
viously registered work has been revised 
to the extent that the new version con-
stitutes an "original work of author-
ship," the derivative-work block on the 
application should be completed. 

Previous registration ~ractices: adverse 
claims. Where an app! cant states that 
an earlier registration for the same work 
was unauthorized and is legally invalid, 
the previous registration question should 
not be checked "Yes." However, where the 
question is answered "Yes" and the basis 
for new registration is given, the appli-
cation will be accepted. An appropriate 
statement on the application might be: 
"This application is for a work, the 
earlier registration of which was 
unauthorized." If such a statement is 
not given and the previous registration 
question is answered "Yes," but the basis 
for registration is clear, the Copyright 
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625 Compilations. (cont'd) 

625.03 Compilations: unregistrable. Where it 
appears that the compilation does not 
constitute an original work of authorship or 
that it is not subject to copyright pro-
tection for any other reason, the Copyright 
Office will refuse to register the claim. 

Examples: 

1) A compilation of two songs on a 45-rpm 
disc is submitted for registration. The 
Copyright Office will refuse to register 
the claim in a compilation. 

2) A previously registered compilation is 
resubmitted as a new compilation. The 
authorship statement reads: "Last three 
selections deleted." The Copyright Office 
will refuse to register the claim. 

3) A claim in compilation is submitted for a 
feature writer's weekly contribution to 
"The Times" over a period of six months. 
The compilation is arranged in chrono-
logical order. The Copyright Office will 
refuse to register the claim in a compi-
lation. 

) 
~ 

4) Form TX is submitted with the complete 
published collection of Arthur Conan 
Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories arranged 
chronologically. The Copyright Office 
will refuse to register the claim in a 
compilation. 

625.03(a) Unregistrable compilations: unlawful 
emplo~ent of preexisting copyrIghted 
material. Protection for a compilation
employing preexisting material in which 
copyright subsists does not extend to any 
part of the work in which such material 
has been used unlawfully. See 17 U.S.C. 
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625 

625.03 

625.03(a) 

625.04 

625.04(a) 

62S.04(b) 

Compilations. (cont'd) 

Compilations: unregistrable. (cont'd) 

Unregistrable compilations: unlawful 
emplorment of preexisting copyrighted 
mater a1. (cont'd) 

103(a). This applies to compilations 
which are made up entirely of preexisting 
copyrighted material, the use of which is 
unauthorized. Where it appears that such 
a compilation is submitted for registra-
tion, the application may be questioned. 

Compilation statements. The following prac-
tices apply to information given on the 
application regarding compilations. 

Com ilation statements: nature and loca-
t on 0 statement on t e a~~ cat on. 
The application for a comp atton should 
contain a statement describing both the 
material that has been compiled and the 
compilation itself. However, if the 
claim is clear from the registration
materials, the application may be 
accepted as submitted, or in appropriate 
cases, annotated. Annotation is appro-
priate where the claim is clear from 
registration materials other than the 
application. 

Example: 

Compilation of certain 1917 speeches 
by Woodrow Wilson. 
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\\..- 626 Derivative works: definition. A "derivative 

626.01 

626.01 (a) 

626.01(b) 

work" is a work based upon one or more pre-
existing works, such as a translation, musical 
arrangement, dramatization, fictionalization, 
motion picture version, sound recording, art 
reproduction, abridgment, condensation, or any
other form in which a work may be recast, trans-
formed, or adapted. A work consisting of edi-
torial revisions, annotations, elaborations, or 
other modifications which, as a whole, represent 
an original work of authorship, is a "derivative 
work." See 17 U.S.C. 101. 

Derivative works: general practices. The 
followIng practIces relate to the spaces on 
the application form designated "Preexisting
Material" and "Material Added to This Work" 
under the general heading of "Derivative Work 
or Compilation." 

Derivative works: when statement not 
re¥uIrea. No statement wIll be required 
un ess a substantial amount of the mate-
rial incorporated in the derivative work 
is in the public domain or has been 
registered or published previously. 

Derivative works: statement of claim 
elsewhere. Where an applIcation for a 
derIvatIve work contains no statement at 
the derivative-work space, but the 
material excluded from the claim and the 
new material are clearly indicated else-
where on the application, the application 
will be accepted. Where other registra-
tion materials make clear the extent of 
the claim, the application will be anno-
tated and the claim will be registered.
Otherwise, the Copyright Office will 
communicate with the applicant. 
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626 Derivative works: definition. (cont'd) 

626.02 Preexisting material: when statement is 
required. (cont'd) 

626.02(a) Preexisting material: previously pub-
lished materIal. (cont'd) 

Examples: (cont'd) 

3) Form PA is submitted for the screen-
play of a previously published motion 
picture. The application states that 
the screenplay is unpublished, and 
the derivative-work space is blank. 
The Copyright Office will request 
that the applicant limit the claim to 
portions of the screenplay that were 
not published in the motion picture. 

4) Form TX is submitted for a literary 
work. No derivative-work statement 
appears on the application. The 
applicant explains that the work 
being registered is an original 
unpublished draft of a work that was 
substantially revised and then pub-
lished. The Copyright Office will 
ask the applicant to describe the 
previously published material at the 
derivative-work space and identify 
the additional (previously unpub-
lished) material. 

.) 
~ 

5) In 1978, John Smith publishes the 
first version of a textbook con-
sisting of three chapters. In 1979, 
he published a revised version con-
sisting of older chapters two and 
three and a new chapter four. In 
1984, he submits an application for 
the 1978 version with an explanation.
The application does not include a 
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626.02(a) 

626.02(b) 

626.02(c) 

600-149 

Derivative works: definition. (cont'd) 

Preexisting material: when statement is 
required. (cont'd) 

Preexisting material: previously pub-
lished material. (cont'd) 

Examples: (cont'd) 

5) (cont'd) 

new matter statement. The applica-
tion is correct because, as of 1978, 
chapters two and three had not been 
"previously published." 

1s-
ns 

Example: 

An application Form PA claiming in 
words and music is submitted for 
registration of eight musical selec-
tions. The application contains no 
derivative-work statement, but the 
space designated "Previous Registra-
tion" indicates that two selections 
were registered previously. The 
Copyright Office will communicate 
with the applicant. 

Preexisting material: lubliC domain 
material. An applicat on of a claim to 
copyright in a work incorporating a 
substantial amount of public domain 
material requires a derivative-work 
statement. 
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Derivative works: definition. (cont'd) 

626.04 

626.04(a) 

626.04(b) 

Derivative works: material-added statement. 
(cont'd) 

Material-added statement: not clearly de-
fined. (cont'd) 

Example: 

A hymnal containing several public 
domain hymns is submitted with Form 
PA, naming several authors of new 
hymns. No statement of preexisting 
material is given, but the "Material 
Added to This Work" statement notes 
"new hymn book." The Copyright 
Office will ask the applicant to add 
a statement of preexisting material 
and to give a clear description of 
the new material. 

Material-added statement: extent of 
claim. All new authorship to be included 
in the claim should be described at the 
"Material Added to This Work" space. In 
cases where the material-added statement 
describes substantially all the material 
that might be covered by the claim, the 
Copyright Office will register the claim 
as submitted. In addition, where 
material referred to in the registration 
materials or contained in the deposit has 
not been described at the space on the 
application marked "Material Added to 
This Work" and is clearly not within the 
scope of the claim, the apprIcation will 
be accepted. Where, however, the 
material-added statement omits reference 
to substantial elements described 
elsewhere in the registration materials 
that might appropriately be part of the 
claim, the Office may communicate with 
the applicant before making registration. 
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[Number 627 

629.01 

is reserved.] 

for use of blind or h sicall -
an cappe 1n v ua s. e space mar e 

"Reproduction for use of blind and physically-
handicapped individuals" on the Form TX relates 
only to nondramatic literary works, and concerns 
a voluntary nonexclusive license to the Library
of Congress for use by the blind and physically 
handicapped. See 17 U.S.C. 710 and 37 
C.F.R.201.15. Provisions for such voluntary 
licenses have been made for the sole purpose of 
facilitating the procedures for the National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped, a department of the Library of 
Congress. Because this procedure is not related 
to the registration process of the Copyright 
Office, in no case will the Office correspond 
with the applicant in regard to license infor-
mation given in or omitted from this space. 

Certification by applicant. By signing the 
applicatIon, the applicant certifies that the 
statements made are true to the best of his or 
her knowledge. 

Certification by applicant: authority to 
submit application. To be acceptable, an 
application must be certified by the author, 
another copyright claimant, an owner of one 
or more exclusive rights, or a duly author-
ized agent of such applicant. The certifi-
cation space should designate the authority 
by which the applicant is signing the appli-
cation. The application will be accepted 
without a statement of the applicant's 
authority where nothing indicates that the 
authority should be questioned. 
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630 

630.03 

630.03(a) 

630.03(b) 

630.03(c) 

Effective date of registration. (cont'd) 

Effective date of registration: acceptable
fee. (con€'d) 

Effective date of registration: desoSit 
accounts, fees acceptable. (cont') 

Examining Division but will be held by 
the Accounting Unit, which will notify
the Deposit Account holder. If the funds 
arrive within two weeks, the date of 
receipt of the funds (assuming prior 
receipt of the application and deposit) 
will be the effective date of registra-
tion. If funds do not arrive within that 
time, the Copyright Office will follow 
its procedure for handling incomplete
claims; see section 754, Chapter 700: 
APPLICATIONS AND FEES. 

Effective date of refistration: insuf-
fIcient funds for mu ti~le claims. Where 
an applicant submits aee that is suffi-
cient to register one or more but not all 
of the works submitted for registration, 
the Copyright Office will not communicate 
with the applicant about which claims to 
register first. 

Effective date of registration: unaccept-
able remittance. An unacceptable remit-
tance will prevent establishment of the 
effective date of registration. Such 
remittances include postage stamps,
unsigned checks, postdated checks, 
mutilated checks, and illegible checks. 
In addition, a registration fee made 
payable in foreign currency is not 
acceptable. In all such cases, the fee 
will be returned to the sender. The 
effective date of registration will not 
be established until an acceptable fee is 
received. See section 753.02, Chapter 
700: APPLICATIONS AND FEES. 
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630 

630.04 

631 

632 

Effective date of registration. (cont'd) 

Effective date of registration: effect of 
receivin necessar minimal elements. The 
min ma in ormatlon necessary to establish 
the effective date of registration does not 
of itself satisfy all of the requirements for 
registration. The actual registration will 
not be made and the certificate will not be 
issued until all legal and formal require-
ments have been met. 

Example: 

On May 3, 1982, an application giving the 
minimal elements is submitted, accompa-
nied by the proper deposit and fee. How-
ever, the publication date is given on 
the application as June 1, 1982. When 
the issue of publication has been re-
solved, the claim will be registered 
giving May 3, 1982, as the effective 
date, even though a new application is 
ultimately necessary. 

Referrals. If, after a work has been registered, 
the Copyright Office discovers an informality, it 
will correspond with the applicant and attempt to 
correct the informality by means of a new or 
amended application. If the applicant does not 
reply, the Copyright Office will leave the claim 
on record unless the circumstances require can-
cellation. See section 632 below. In certain 
cases, the Office will make the correction and 
issue a new certificate without requesting a new 
application. 

Cancellation. Cancellation is an action taken by 
the Copyright Office to invalidate a registration 
applying to a particular registration number. A 
new registration may be made under a different 
class and number, or the registration may remain 
invalidated. See 37 C.F.R. Sec. 201.7. 
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Cancellation. (cont'd) 

632.02 

632.02(b) 

632.02(c) 

632.02(d) 

Circumstances under which a registration will 
be cancelled. (cont'd) 

Uncollectible checks. When a check 
received in payment of a registration fee 
is returned to the Copyright Office 
marked "insufficient funds" or is 
otherwise uncollectible, the Copyright 
Office will immediately cancel any 
registration(s) for which the dishonored 
check was submitted. The Office will 
notify the remitter that the registration 
has been cancelled because the check was 
returned as uncollectible. 

Cancellation to make a new registration. 
Where registration is made in the wrong 
class, the Copyright Office will cancel 
the first registration, replace it with a 
new registration in the correct class, 
and issue a corrected certificate. 

Example: 

A sound recording is registered in 
Class PA. The Office discovers that 
the work includes a claim on sounds 
and should have been registered in 
Class SR. The Class PA registration 
will be cancelled and a new regis-
tration made in Class SR. 

Apparent substantive defects. Where 
registration is made for a work which 
appears to be copyrightable but after 
registration the Copyright Office becomes 
aware that on the administrative record 
before the Office, the statutory require-
ments have apparently not been satisfied, 
or that information essential to regis-
tration has been omitted entirely from 
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Cancellation. (cont'd) 

632.02 

632.02(d) 

632.02(d)(2) 

632.03 

Apparent substantive defects. (cont'd) 

No cancellation required for minor 
errors. (cont'd) 

the registration record will be 
annotated to state the nature of the 
formality and show that the Office 
attempted to correct the 
registration. 

Cancellation of renewal claim. Where a 
renewal claim has been registered and it is 
subsequently discovered that the claim was 
not registrable, the Copyright Office will 
cancel the registration. 

Example: 

Music Company A submits a renewal 
application on-behalf of B as author, 
within the appropriate time limits. The 
claim is registered. Later, but within 
the renewal period, Music Company D 
submits a renewal claim for the same work 
on behalf of C as author. At that time, 
the Copyright-Office discovers that the 
original registration named only C as 
author. Since the Office should nave 
checked the original registration records 
and discovered that B had no basis in the 
registration records-upon which to claim 
the renewal, the previous renewal 
registration was in error. The Office 
will cancel the renewal claim for B, but 
will register the renewal claim on-behalf 
of C as author. 

[END OF CHAPTER 600] 

[February 1988] 


