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~EGULATIONS OF THE COPYRIGHT OFFICE 
.. ·. ·-· .. ,.. . 

CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

Title 37-Patents, Trac{e-mark• and. (9pyrights 

Chaph,lr 11-Copyritltt Offic.a,. Library qf ~ngrcu 

Property; copies· may·~ m11.de of the en;. 
triea in tbe record bookli; t)le appllcatlolll · 
for re~traUo~ after they }lave ·been 
pa.ssed: fot eiltrJ iUJ.d'Ji\Jin~erect.· the· ·iri;; · 
dexes tC)' rel,istrat1om• ·and similar omcf.p 
recorda of. the omc.-. . •' .·. ' 

<i:) (:'oJ-re~nckftce; . CorrespOndence 
Wi~h' the Copjriibt QfDci!' IS not oJ)en to 
pubUc Inspection unless· it baS· a direct 
re~erence to a completed rertstratton of 
a copJrilht claim or other oMciaJ rei:ord 
of tl)e ~ce,. · .· · . · . 
. . <4> . .8~t~ lor co¢e,. ~uest.S. tor 
the.~ ofcopt~ot;tha.records.and. 
depQalta· ln ·tbe·.Qop:prt~JU.. 9fll!i(t. 11,\lOuiil 
.~. add.refaed to the• J:'hotcM~'iiPUcatlon 
Service, Llbn.rY of Constesao WaahtnatOn · 
25, o. c. Pees for the. payment or such 
servtces should be made payable to. the 
Librarian Of Conllfess. . When the copy is 
to be certlfte4 the Copyright omce 
the . should be ' 
able to 
copJrifht __ ._... .~ ... •1111"11'"' 

··(H Authori.l!~twn. 11u owner. 'When· 
autho~d Itt' wrtttnlf ·tjy the copyright 
owner or his d-.nated arent. · 

<2> Requut: b,. attomer; ·· When re­
quired In· a court proceeding lri which 
the copyrighted work Is the subJect of 
the littntlon; b\lt In all such cases the 
attomeJ repreaenttnr ""e plaintlft·or de­
fendant, for wbom the: request is made 
s~ live- in wrtlilna- t,b.e. names of. th~ 
PartiN.-.~ natur,. of the controversy, 
and the n~· of the. court. . 

(3) Courf orcteT. When an order to 
have the !)OW made Is issued by a court 
havtnr· Jurisdiction of a case in which 
the copy Is to be submitted as evidence. 

I 20~.3 Catalog o/ Copurtght Entries n. current. su~ptlon price for ali 
ParW of the complete yearly Catalog of 
Cop:vrtrht. ~tr!.l!l la $20.00. Each part 
of ~he Cataloc la published in two semi­
annQal· number~ covertnr. respectively. 
tb1 . period& Jan'q&J'f-.lune and JulY­
~m:.. The prices riven in the Ust 
below are for. eacl). se~ual number. 
The 9ata1Qr ma.Y be obt.,tned, upon pay­
ment of the eatabllshed price, from the 
8)1pertntendent ofOoc11p1ents, U. B. Gov­
e~~~,Wtiahiqton 25, 
D. c;; to wbom tecalleSta·for copies should 
be addressed and to whom the remlttancr 
should be made payable. 
Part 14-Boob and selected pam-

phlet&---------------------------- &1. 60 
Part 1~Pamphletl, serials, and con­

trlbUtiona to perlodlcaiB........... 1. 60 
Part li--Perlodicala ------------------ 1. 00 
Partl a and t-Dramu and woru pre-

pared. for oral deliYerJ------------- 1. oo 
Part 64-Publlmecl mualc____________ 1. 60 
Part 68-'0'npubl~ mWIIC--------- 1. 60 Part &-Mapt~ __ :_____________________ . 60 
Partl '7-114-Worka of art, reproduc­

tlona of woru·of art, ecientltlc and 
technical dr&Winp, photographiC 
worn. prlntl, and plctorlallllWitra-
ttona ----------------------------- 1. oo 

(1) 

Part llJI,-Cotnmerclal prfuta and la-
bel&~-----~------------.. -·--------- 11. 00 
P~ 12 an~ 1a.-Motto!l ptctw-.____ .5o 
~.1tr.~'wal -reliatn.ttona, 11t­

erature, att; ftlm---~~-~---~------- . 60 
~art.lQ'-~e:wN reJ!a~a~oDS', mu-
. al~ ~-~~~--·~"".~--:~-"~-~:.:~-·~".:_______ 1. 00 

·I 201.4 Assignmenta·oJ COPJIT(ght and 
· qtll,er papers~. Assignments of copyriaht 

and .oth$1: papers relat,tve to copYrlrhts 
will be recorded .in the Copyright omce 
upon payment of the statutory fee;··. Elt­
amples of. suen papers tn~lude' powers· of 
atto.-ney, license& ~ .~e.~:._; cop~ed 
wort~;· .and ~mell~·~~nen author$ 
a~d:~ersr'·eo.ver}~;~ ·~~ 
we>rk • or· '\v.Ofk& and · t~': rt..JU$. , thereto. 
Where: tbil:· Ot:i~~~~~trqinerit ;is not 
available; a: ·cert1fted corif may.: be r.,.;. 
corded. · : 

1201.5 Amendm~t'J to completed 
CofJ11rlgh.t No:'ce registTCJtumB . . oth.eT 

However, 
of the Relllster 
mtne If 
placing of 
ord for the 
planation, or mcnct,tlctn 
elsewhere tn the 
respondence files the 
tton which has reference to 
stated In such recOrd. 
· I 201.6 Paument ana refund o/CQ1Jtl.­

rtght Ollce /ef&-Ca} In rzeneral. All 
fees sent to the CoPYright. OMce should 
be In the form of a monQ. order . postal 
note, check, or bank draft payabl~ to the 
Rertster of Copyright&.· Coin or cur­
rency sent to the 01Dce'tn Jetter• or pick­
ages will be at the remt~'s ~. Re­
mittances from forelln·. countries must 
be payable and tmmedlatel¥ nerotlabl& In 
the United States tor the fun amoun~ of 
fee required. Uncertlfted check&-- are 
accepted stlbJeet· to colleCtlop. · Where 
the statutorY tee Ia subrrUttect'ln the form 
of a check, the rQJatritlon of the. coPY­
right ~or othet recorll ma4e bJ the 
OMce · is provtstOQ&l untU PaY~Dent in 
money Ia received. In the event the fee 
Is not paid, the rertBtratlon or other·rec­
ord shail be expunged. 

<b> Depo.rit oeeount1. Persons or 
firms bavt111 a considerable amount of 
business with the Cop:vrtrht 011lce may, 
for their own convenience, prepay coPY­
right qpenses by eatabltsh1nr a Depoatc 
Account. 

<c> R.etundl. Money paid for appllca­
ttons which are reJected or payments 
made In excess .of the statutory fee will 
be refunded, but !UDOUDta of twen~-ftve 
centt or less will nOt be retiu'ned unless 
specl1lcally requested and such suma maY 



be refunded in postage stamps. All 
larger amounts will be refunded by check. 

PART 202-R&GISTRATION OF Ct.AIIIS TO 
COPYRJGH~. 

Sec. 
202.1 Application forms. · 
202.2 Books ( Claaa A) . 
202.3 PertocUcala ( Claaa B) . 
202.4 Lectures or similar productions proi• . 

pare-d for oral delivery 1. Class Cl . 
202.5 Dramatic and dramatlco-mustc.'ll 

com~lttona (Claaa D). 
20ll.8 Muatcal com~ltlona (Claa& EJ. 
202.7 Mapa (Claaa P). 
202.8 Woru ot art ( Claaa a,. 
202.9 Reprocluctlona ot woru of art 

(CluaB). 
202.10 Drawtnp or plaattc woru of a 

adentiAc or teclllllcal cllar~~octer 
(ct .. I). 

202.11 Photo~RJ!ba (Cllla .Jl. 
202.12 ~t.a. p~ U),uatrat~Qns and 

co mme r c l a.l, prbl.~ .Ill I~ 
(Cl- It). ' 

202.13 Motkm-plctunl photoplay& (Ciaall L). 
202.1t MotloD plcturw other than photo­

playa <a.. MI. 
AtJTRoUrr: u' at to 202.lol llaued under 

~- 2m •. a1 sw.t, • 1'1 u.s. o. sup. 2M. 
·1201.1 ·~· ·/oMn.-flro) ln 

geural,>' secttoa 5 oe. 'ntle n ot Ule 
United ·state&· Code Mwida ··tbirteen 
classe. (CJau.,A- tbro\IP· ~ * of 
wora· In · wh1cb co.PJriPlt. may be 
claimed: .. l!lxamPlea of certain wwks 
fallllll within' tb!IS& classes are given In 
U 202.2 to 20J.l~. inclusive, fo.r the 
purpose of asststlni persons. who. de­
sire. to obtain rectskl.tton of 11 claim to 
copyright, to· $e,lect .~it .~J..H...t:aJ){illca-
tlo.n . · · "?·~- · · 
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without illustrations. published as a If by a foreign author and published ln 
book, pamphlet, leaflet, card, single page a foreign country). The Copyrtabt 
or the ltke. Foreign penodicals and con- Oftlce will retain the copies for dtspost­
trlbuttons thereto are also registered in tlon In accordance with Its usual prac­
this class. Applications for registration Uce. 
tn , Class A Jor A~J;Ican editions afe- ; I~) 01!1io!r ,8: Send two copies of the 
made on Form A. and foreign editions on., beSt ·edltfoo.~oi the work i or one copy, if 
Fprm A.Forelgn. by a foreign author and published in a 

(202.3 ·PerioctiCab· <Cl".S$ Bl. Th{~ foreign countryl and In addition mark 
class Includes such publications a~ news- the package with the special label sup.. 
paper~. mac.nes. ~eviews, bullehns, and· pli~d by the Copyright 011lce. or ~1 the 
serial publications, whlch appear at In- ·,use of other appropriate means tnc:Ucat-

, tl!rvals of leu than a.year.. AppUcat1ons ing that Option B has bel!r..chosen. The 
· for regfsttatlon of these 'wOrn tn CI/iss B'"" :: G_opyrtght Oftlce will promptly return 

are made on Porm B. Applications for the copies to the copyright claimant or 
registration of serial publications which to his asent, at an aclclress within the 
are not "periodicals" should be made in United States at his expense. 
Cl .. , A. C9qtributt~ to pe11oc:l11:a.la <3> O~wn C •.. aencl_no coptea of the 
are al~ re~tere4 in Class B. on l'orm work. If 0pt101l'Cta i-tcd·the Copy­
ali. except; in. the ~~ of adve~ements right ~·wtll lss~l~ ~...,.,·bear­
<co~~~tsr Wh•!lbarer~red. 1ntt a.. AA~ttqn ,t_tll,*··.~~~:fie1=e 
in Cl~U~~. It oq Porm. ~ .· ~Ppll4:aUons ac:cepted tq,.,~,-qt_ ~· t!l\l~. ex-
for. registration of J;MtriodiC~· Jlt0:41.iced P~ .... ~:no o~; aa.~~e·fte4!d:for. or 
outside o1 t» Unitetl States. and-coqtrt'- J)OI!Si)lle elfect !tf .48J., in. .~a~Wle· de~ 
buttons to sucp. pert04icala will be: ~- posit ot. cop_.. Pn.c.: to .Wit forJntrlnae~ 
ceiYed on Form. A PoreigJl. · · . . · · mex,t ot. cop~fWbk 

f 202.4 · Lecture& or similar productiQ11.8 
prepared tor oral delf~ '(CUU.• c~. 
This class includes unpubli.sbed ··wt>na 
such " as'. lectures, sermon.st':"actcJresaa, 
~a;. ~rdfn&·*'~· aild.sC$'1~ 
ror te1evt$1iht "P!Il radto:pro&ra:~"'WJleD 
these ~,~ ~lts,hed; · reiPS&rat;lCJ!l 
should be inade In Class A.·· · • ' ·· 

~ 202.5 Dl'ama«e · and ·cframattco­
mustcal compo;itlon.t (Clitu D):· ·This 
class includeawks clrimiiltte In ehaiU­
ter sucn as·~ 'PI.W:· dramatiC' scrtt;lt!tf ~ 
sil(necf for radle or· televtskm broadcast, 
~toniline&; b&Ueta'; musical comedies 
and' operas.. ,, ·' ·~ ', 

I 202.8 M~Ui®l 

~' 

'~wei)~, =ran: 1.4!~ ... :· ·~i~~ 
ts ~,),ntinf.o.f:•~~'. . ,.,. 

I 20:t:7 JlaPJ:, <Cl4# FJ. ThiS class 
1nc1Uc:ies all publishect cartographic reP­
resentation& or· area. such as tertestrlal 
mapa and atlaies. marine chart&, celes:­
ttal· maps and' such three-dimensional · 
works as globes·and relief models; · ';' · 

§21)2.8 Worlc& ot art <Class Gl-l.a) 
In general, This class includes works 
of arttsUc craftsmanshlp, In so far as 
their form but. n.ot their mechanical· or 
utilitarian aspects are concerned, such 
as artistic jewelry. enamels, glassware. 
and tapestries, as well as all works be­
longing to the tine arts, such as· paint­
ings. drawings and scuJpt1.1re. Works of 
art and modelS or designs for works o1 
art are registered in Class 0 on Form G, 
exc:ept publisb,ed t~ee - dlmerlslonaJ 
W9pa of art whiCh reqUire Porm: Q(J' .. 
. (~l P,bUBl&ed three ·- dimensional 
ioorq 0/ art. . All !lPPlications for co~y­
r~~ J;eil$tf1l,tion .. of published tlu:ec)­
cll~ .w9rks of art shall be. ac­
companied by JS.· many phot~raphs, in 
black and white or In color, as are nec­
essary to Identify the work. Eae)l photo­
graPh shaJI not be larger than nine by 
twelve inches. but preferably shall be 
eight by ten inches, nor shall it present 
an Image of the work smaller than four 
Inches In Its· greateat · dlmenslon.. The 
title of the worlt s.halt appeaJ ori each 
photograph. In ad41t19D to the photo­
graphs, application on For~.QQ. ann 
the statutory re&tstratton fci!. 'each. ap­
plicant shall $elect and comply with one 
of the foUowtna options: · 

11) Option L Send two copies of the 
best ecliUon of the work <or one copy, 

* U.S. !iOVUNMIIH I'IIIJCTING OffiCE· lUI 0-~19230 

~ 2<J2.9' .ReJ)rodlictiOu ot t.O()rb ol art 
\Cias• -: flk' ;· TbfS .cJasa- ·Includes pub­
U.shed''reproductlons of·existlna works of 
an' iii 'the same" or: &; dijlerent medium 
·suet_lc':ai·ta ··~thogrJiPll. .•P!lotoenar&vtn,: 
etc:l'ila8: ~'draWfni lltl•a"PiWltinlr, $CUIP~ 
t~orother;worl•I'Of':aril-' ''"' ·,·'·:: ·., : 
'•,! '. -<, -.; ":~' ·~-- -~ ~__. ' • .'·l .. _, .. {. ·. ·, , ,.·' 

l;!Oa.JP', PJ;~, ~tlc weir~ pi 
u sCienu~·pr, kf:4q · · g:·~ctet~·cCitisJ n •. 'nUl!. ci~« ... :irw ': ·''. :m:s;. or 
IP~#~~- · ·· · ~f.irij~lui~ 
wor~ .• or .. ~-.· ll-. .···'.lf·t~~ n~cal mfor . . , . ot.; ~Cic 
form. such ail ari are.. . .... of'"l}: !1zi,. 
glneer's pJan or deairn;· a· ·~ecbahlcial 
drawlnlt; or an anat0aifctd'tnodel5 

~ 202.13 M.otion-pietwe. · pM~toJilaJ(s 
o.Class L}. This clas&: tncJuclet< lDQtlon 
pictures, dramattc'ln·cbaracter, sJ.!Cit as 
features.· seriaLs:,. anima~., (lll.rtQQAI, 
mU~~ical plays; anci;~ulftllarr·proctuetk)ps 
Intended for·~ oD:• ~~or 
for tta.namtsslon bi .teleVilion• 01'! Otber 
means. ... ~ . 

~ 202.14 Motion picflLre$: other than 
photoplays <Clasa M,. · Thls cl!lM in­
cludes· non:dramaue motion p{ctures. 
such as newsr~els; mustc;al sf!Prw; ~rave­
logues, educatlonaJ an4 voc~.ijo~~ gui4-
ance ftr~ns; and. s~al' J)f~~ll:S ln­
ten~e¢ for proJectiQGJ)D a'sc~:or !or 
transmts&IQn b~. ~eJ"iM~Q '_' 01:. Q.tl;l~r 
means. · · · · ,. .. ;:"~ . 

{HALl B.ui·B. 'WUNU; 
· •.Reaiater oJ_Cowrirlht.,_ 

.. ApPJ'olrecl: qet~b~ ~~,l~lt; ',";. ·. 
.. LV1'JID..H> BY_.,:J ' ·. · - · · · · " 

.. W.arlAi&'Gilt:batiT ... · . 

Lll'. !L. ·:0oc: ,.1u!rr{~ n.C!: ~ J• 
' 9:00 a; ... ,• ' - -· 



COPYRIGHT OFFICE 
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WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 
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REGULATIONS OF THE COPYRIGHT OFFICE* 

PART 201-GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Sec. 
201.1 Communications with the Copyright 

omce. 
201.2 Information given by the Copyright 

Oftlce. 
201.3 Catalog of Copyright Entries. 
201.4 Assignments of copyright and other 

papers. 
201.5 Amendments to completed Copyright 

Oftlce reglstra tlons and other rec­
ords. 

201.6 Payment and refund of Copyright Of­
dee fees. 

201.7 Preparation of catalog card. 
201.8 Import statements .. 

AUTHORITY; § § 201.1 to 201.8 IssUed Under 
sec. 207, 61 Stat. 666; 17 U.S.C. 207. 

§ 201.1 Communications with the Copy­
right Office. 

Mail and other communications shall 
be addressed to the Register of Copy­
rights, Library of Congress, Washington 
25,D.C. 
§ 201.2 Information given by the Copy­

right Office. 

<a> In general. <1> Information rela­
tive to the operations of the Copyright 
Office is supplied without charge. A 
search of the records, indexes and de­
posits will be made for such information 
as they may contain relative to copy­
right claims upon application and pay­
ment of the statutory fee. The Copy­
right Office, however, does not undertake 
the making of comparisons of copyright 
deposits to determine similarity between· 
works, nor does it give· legal opinions 
or advice on such matters as: 

m The validity or status of any copy­
right other than the facts shown in the 
records of the Office; 

<iD The rights of persons, whether in 
connection with cases of alleged copy­
right infringement, contracts between 
authors and publishers or other matters 
of a similar nature; 

<liD The scope and extent of protec­
tion of works in foreign countries or in­
t~rpretation of foreign copyright laws or 
court opinions; 

<iv> The sufficiency, extent or scope of 
compliance with the copyright law. 

<2> In addition, the Office cannot un­
dertake to furnish the names of copy­
right attorneys, publishers, agents, or 
other similar information., 

(In effect as of June 18, 1959) 

<b> Inspection and copying ot records. 
< 1 > Inspection and copying of completed 
records and indexes relating to a regis­
tration or a recorded document, and in­
spection of copies deposited in connec­
tion with a completed copyright regis­
tration, mayJ>e,p.ndertaken at such times 
as will not tesu1t in interference with or 
delay in the work of the Copyright Office. 

<2> The copying from the Copyright 
Office records of names and addresses for 
the purpose of compiling mailing lists 
and other similar uses is expressly pro­
hibited. 

<c> Correspondence. <1) Official cor­
respondence, including preliminary ap­
plications, between copyright claimants 
or their agents and the Copyright Office, 
and directly relating to a completed reg­
istration or to a recorded document, is 
made available for inspection by persons 
properly and directly concerned. Re­
quests for photocopies of the correspond­
ence shall be made pursuant to para­
graph <d> of this section. 

<2> m Correspondence, application 
forms and any accompanying material 
forming a part of a pending or rejected 
application are not records which are 
open to public inspection under para­
graph <b> of this section. 

<ii> Inspection of such files may be 
afforded upon presentation of written 
authorization of the claimant or his 
agent, or upon submission to the Register 
of Copyrights, Library of Congress, 
Washington 25, D.C., of a written request 
which is deemed by him to show good 
cause for such access and which estab­
lishes that the person making the request 
is one properly and directly concerned. 

<iii> Where such access is authorized 
and photocopies of the official file are 
subsequently requested, the conditions 
and procedures of paragraph <d> of this 
section are controlling. 

(3) Correspondence, memoranda, re­
ports, opinions, and similar rna terial 
relating to internal management, office 
administration, security matters, and 
general policy and decisional material, 
including the work product of an attor­
ney, are not open to public inspection. 

<4> The Copyright Office will return 
unanswered any abusive or scurrilous 
correspondence. 

<d> Requests /or copies. <1) Requests 
for additional certificates of registration 

should be sent to the Copyright Office, 
and the ·accompanying fees should be 
made payable to the Register of Copy­
rights. 

<2> Requests for photocopies of copy­
right deposits, official correspondence, 
and Copyright Office records <other than 
additional certificates of registration> 
should be sent to the Chief, Photodupli­
cation Service, Library of Congress, 
Washington 25, D.C., the accompanying 
fees in payment of such services being 
made payable to that official. When the 
photocopy is to be certified by the Copy­
right Office, the additional certification 
fee should be made payable to the Regis­
ter of Copyrights and both remittances 
together with the transmittal letter are 
to be sent to the Copyright Office. 

<3> Requests for photocopies of official 
correspondence shall identify the specific 
material desired and shall contain a 
statement enabling the Copyright Office 
to determine if the writer is properly and 
directly concerned. 

<4> Requests for photocopies of copy­
right deposits will be granted when one 
or more of the following conditions are 
fulfilled: 

m Authorization by owner. When 
authorized in writing by the copyright 
owner or his designated agent. 

<iD Request by attorney. When re­
quired in connection with litigation, ac­
tual or prospective, in which the copy­
righted work is involved; but in all such 
cases the attorney representing the ac­
tual or prospective plaintiff or defendant 
for whom the request is made shall give 
in writing: <a> The names of the parties 
and the nature of the controversy; <b> 
the name of the court where the action 
is pending, or, in the case of a prospective 
proceeding, a full statement of the facts 
of the controversy in which the copy­
righted work is involved; and <c> satis­
factory assurances that the requested 
copy will be used only in connection 
with the specified litigation. 

<iii> Court order. When an order to 
have the copy made is issued by a court 
having jurisdiction of a case in which 
the copy is to be submitted as evidence. 

§ 201.3 Catalog of Copyright Entries. 

The current subscription price for all 
parts of the complete yearly Catalog of 
Copyright Entries is $20.00. Each part 

•code of Federal Regulations, Title 37, Chapter II (24 F.R. 4955.) Regulations (June 1959--3,000) 
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of the Catalog is published in two semi­
annual numbers covering, respectively, 
the periods January-June and July­
December. The prices given in the list 
below are for each semiannual number. 
The Catalog may be obtained, upon pay­
ment of the established price, from the 
Register of Copyrights, Library of Con­
gress, Washington 25, D.C., to whom re­
quests for copies should be addressed and 
to whom the remittance should be made 
payable. 

Part 1-Books and Pamphlets Including 
Serials and Contributions to Periodicals, 
$2.50. 

Part 2-Perlodlcals, $1.00. 
Parts 3-4---Dramas and Works Prepared for 

Oral Delivery, $1.00. 
Part 5-Muslc, $3.50. 
Part 6-Maps and Atlases, $0.50. 
Parts 7-llA-Works of Art, Reproductions 

of Works of Art, Scientific and Technical 
Drawings, Photographic Works, Prints and 
Pictorial mustrattons, $1.00. 

Part llB--Commerclal Prints and Labels, 
$1.00. 

Part 12-13-Motlon Pictures and FUm­
strips, $0.50. 

§ 201.4 Assignments of copyright and 
other papers. 

Assignments of copyright and other 
papers relative to copyrights will be re­
corded in the Copyright Office upon pay­
ment of the statutory fee. Examples of 
such papers include powers of attorney, 
licenses to use a copyrighted work, agree­
ments between authors and publishers 
covering a particular work or works and 
the rights thereto, mortgages, certifi­
cates of change of corporate title, wills, 
and decrees of distribution. The orig­
inal, signed instrument should be sub­
mitted for recordation, and is returned 
to the sender with a certificate of record. 
Where the original instrument is not 
available, a certified or other copy may 
be submitted, but it shall be accompanied 
by a statement that the original is not 
available. 
§ 201.5 Amendments to completed Copy­

right Office registrations and other 
records. 

<a> No cancellations. No correction 
or cancellation of a Copyright Office 
registration or other record will be made 
<other than a registration or record pro­
visional upon receipt of fee as provided 
in § 201.6> after it has been completed if 
the facts therein stated agree with those 
supplied the Office for the purpose of 
making such record. However, it shall 
be within the discretion of the Register 
of Copyrights to determine if any par­
ticular case justifies the placing of an 
annotation upon any record for the 
purpose of clarification, explanation, or 
indication that there exists elsewhere in 
the records, indexes or correspondence 
files of the Office, information which has 
reference to the facts as stated in such 
record. 

(b) Correction by new registration. 
In exceptional cases, where an applicant 
desires to correct, amend or amplify a 
registration previously made in accord­
ance with information furnished by a 
claimant or his agent~ a new application 
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indicating its amendatory purpose shall 
be filed, accompanied by the statutory 
fee and the same number of copies re­
quired for a new applicaticn. Where it 
is satisfactorily established that copies 
of the original work cannot be obtained 
for submission, photostat or microfilm 
copies of the original may be submitted. 
§ 201.6 Payment and refund of Copy-

right Office fees. 

<a> In general. All fees sent to the 
Copyright Office should be in the form 
of a money order, check or bank draft 
payable to the Register of Copyrights. 
Coin or currency sent to the Office in 
letters or packages will be at the re­
mitter's risk. Remittances from foreign 
countries should be in the form of an 
International Money Order or Bank 
Draft payable and immediately negoti­
able in the United States for the full 
amount of the fee required. Uncertified 
checks are accepted subject to collec­
tion. Where the statutory fee is sub­
mitted in the form of ' 'a· check, the 
registration of the copyright claim or 
other record made by the Office is pro­
visional until payment in money is re­
ceived. In the event the fee is not paid, 
the registration or other record shall be 
expunged. 

<b> Deposit accounts. Persons or 
firms having a considerable amount of 
business with the Copyright Office may, 
for their own convenience, prepay copy­
right expenses by establishing a Deposit 
Account. 

<c> Refunds. Money paid for appli­
cations which are rejected or payments 
made in excess of the statutory fee will 
be refunded, but amounts of twenty-five 
cents or less will not be returned unless 
specifically requested and such sums may 
be refunded in postage stamps. All 
larger amounts will be refunded by 
check. 

<d> Return ot deposit copies. Copies 
of works deposited in the Copyright 
Office pursuant to law are either retained 
in the Copyright Office, transferred for 
the permanent collections or other uses 
of the Library of Congress, or disposed 
of according to law. When an applica­
tion is rejected, the Copyright Oftlce re­
serves the right to retain the deposited 
copies. 
§ 201.7 Preparation of catalog card. 

The catalog card which may accom­
pany a work of foreign origin, as pro­
vided in section 215 of title 17, U.S. Code, 
as amended, may be a catalcg card sup­
plied by a library In the country of pub­
lication. In lieu of such a card the ap­
plicant may prepare his own card, or 
may fill out the form supplied by the 
Copyright Office. The catalog card 
should contain the full name of the 
author of the original work, title and 
description from the title page, paging, 
copyright claimant, the city and year of 
publication, and the names of all other 
authors, editors, etc., whom the appli­
cant considers of sufficient importance to 
record. When available, the year of 

birth of each author named should be 
given. If the form furnished by the 
Office is not used, the size of the card 
should preferably be 5 inches wide by 3 
inches deep or 12.5 centimeters wide by 
7.5 centimeters deep. The Register of 
Copyrights reserves the right to accept 
catalog cards not complying with the 
above requirements. 
§ 201.8 Import statements. 

<a> The Copyright Office will issue im­
port statements for books and periodicals 
first published abroad in the English 
language which are to be imported under 
the provisions of section 16 of title 17, 
U.S. Code, as amended. A statement for 
the importation of 1,500 copies will be 
issued to the person named in the ap­
plication for ad interim copyright regis­
tration. The holder of this statement 
shall present it to the customs officer in 
charge of the port of entry. Upon receipt 
of a statement from the customs officer, 
showing Importation of less than 1,500 
copies, a new statement will be issued 
for the balance. 

<b> The provisions in the Customs 
Regulations covering the use of the im­
port statement (Copyright Office Form 
C-85> are found in 19 CFR 11.21 <21 F.R. 
2517). 
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sec. 207, 61 Stat. 666; 17 U.S.C. 207. 

§ 202.1 . Material not subject to copy­
right. 

The following are examples of works 
not subject to copyright and applications 
for registration of such works cannot be 
entertained: 

<a> Words and short phrases such as 
names, titles, and slogans; familiar sym­
bols or designs; mere variations of typo­
graphic ornamentation, lettering or 
coloring; mere listing of ingredients or 
contents; 



<b> Ideas, plans, methods, systems, or 
devices, as distinguished from the par­
ticular manner in which they are ex­
pressed or described in a writing; 

<c> Works designed for recording in­
formation which do not in themselves 
convey information, such as, time cards, 
graph paper, account books, diaries, 
bank checks, score cards, address books, 
report forms, order forms and the like; 

<d> Works consisting entirely of infor­
mation that is common property con­
taining no original authorship, such as, 
for example: Standard calendars, height 
and weight charts, tape measures and 
rulers, schedules of sporting events, and 
lists or tables taken from public docu­
ments or other common sources. 
§ 202.2 Copyright notice. 

<a> General. <I> With respect to a 
published work, copyright is secured, or 
the right to secure it is lost, at the date 
of publication, i.e., the date on which 
copies are first placed on sale, sold, or 
publicly distributed, depending upon the 
adequacy of the notice of copyright on 
the work at that time. 

<2> If publication occurs by distribu­
tion of copies or in some other manner, 
without the statutory notice or with an 
inadequate notice, the right to secure 
copyright is lost. In such cases, copy­
right cannot be secured by adding the 
notice to copies distributed at a later 
date. 

<3> Works first published abroad, 
other than works eligible for ad interim 
registration, must bear an adequate copy­
right notice at the time of their first 
publication in order to secure copyright 
under the law of the United States. 

<b> Defects in notice. Where the 
copyright notice dt>es not meet the re­
quirements of the law, the Copyright 
omce w1II reject an application for copy­
right registration. Common defects in 
the notice include, among others, the 
following: 

< 1 > The notice lacks one or more of 
the necessary elements <i.e., the word 
"Copyright", the abbreviation "Copr.", 
or the symbol ©; the name of the copy­
right proprietor; or, when required, the 
year date of publication> ; 

<2> The elements of the notice are 
dispersed; 

<3> The notice is not in one of the 
positions prescribed by law; 

(4) The notice is in a foreign language; 
(5) The name in the notice is that of 

someone who had no authority to secure 
copyright in his name; 

<6> The year date in the copyright 
notice is later than the date of the year 
in which copyright was actually secured 
including the following cases: ' 

m Where the year date in the notice 
is later than the date of actual publica­
tion; 

(it) Where copyright was first secured 
by registration of a work in unpublished 
form, and copies of the same work as 
later PUblished without change in sub­
stance bear a copyright notice containing 
a year date later than the year of un­
published registration; 
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<iii> Where a book or periodical pub­
lished abroad, for which ad interim copy­
right has been obtained, is later pub­
lished in the United States without 
change in substance and contains a year 
date in the copyright notice later than 
the year of first publication abroad: 
Provided, however, That in each of the 
three foregoing types of cases, if the 
copyright was actually secured not more 
than one year earlier than the year date 
in the notice, registration may be con­
sidered as a doubtful case. 

<7> A notice is permanently covered so 
that it cannot be seen without tearing the 
work apart; 

<8> A notice is 1Ilegible or so small that 
it cannot be read without the aid of a 
magnifying glass: Provided, however, 
That where the work itself requires mag­
nification for its ordinary use <e.g., a 
microfilm, microcard or motion picture> 
a notice which w1II be readable when so 
magnified, will not constitute a reason 
for rejection of the claim; 

<9> A notice is on a detachable tag 
and will eventually be detached and dis­
carded when the work is put in use; 

<10> A notice is on the wrapper or 
container which is not a part of the work 
and which will eventually be removed 
and discarded when the work is put in 
use; 

< 11) The notice is restricted or limited 
exclusively to an uncopyrightable ele­
ment, either by virtue of its position on 
the work, by the use of asterisks, or by 
other means. 
§ 202.3 Application forms. 

<a> In general. Section 5 of title 17 
of the U.S. Code provides thirteen classes 
<Class A through Class M> of works in 
which copyright may be claimed. Ex­
amples of certain works falling within 
these classes are given in § § 202.4 to 
202.15 inclusive, for the purpose of as­
sisting persons, who desire to obtain 
registration of a claim to copyright, to 
select the correct application form. 

<b> Claims of cop11right. <1> All 
works deposited for registration shall be 
accompanied by a "claim of copyright" 
in the form of a properly executed appli­
cation, together with the statutory regis­
tration fee. The omce reserves the 
right to refuse to accept any application 
that is a carbon copy, illegible, defaced, 
or otherwise not in an acceptable condi­
tion for examination and recording. 

<2> Where these separate elements 
are not received simultaneously, the 
Copyright omce holds the submitted 
elements for a reasonable time and, in 
default of the receipt of the missing 
element or elements after a request made 
therefor, the submitted item or items 
may be returned to the sender. Such 
action does not constitute a waiver of 
the right of the Register of Copyrights 
pursuant to section 14, title 17, U.S. Code, 
to demand compliance with the deposit 
provisions of that title. 

<3> Applications for copyright regis­
tration covering published works should 
refiect the facts existing at the time of 

first publication, and should not include 
information concerning changes that 
have occurred between the time of pub­
lication and registration. The name 
given as copyright claimant in the ap­
plication should agree with the name 
appearing in the copyright notice. 

<4> Applications should be submitted 
by the copyright claimant, or by some­
one acting under his authority. 

<5> All information requested by the 
Copyright omce application form should 
be given in the appropriate spaces pro­
vided. There should not be attached 
to the application any slips of paper 
or extra pages containing additional in­
formation, or a continuation of requested 
information. 

<c> Forms. The Copyright Office· sup­
plies without charge the following forms 
for use when applying for the registra­
tion of a claim to copyright in a work 
and for the filing of a notice of use of 
musical compositions on mechanical 
instruments. 

Form A-Publlshed book manufactured 
In the United States of America (Class A). 

Form A-B Ad Interim-Book or periodical 
In the English language manufactured and 
ftrst publlshed outside the United States 
of America (Classes A-B). 

Form A-B Foreign-Book or periodical 
manufactured outside the United States of 
America (except works subject to the ad 
lnterlm provlstons of the copyright law). 
(Classes A-B). 

Form B-Pertodlcal manufactured ln the 
United States of America (Class B). 

Form BB-Contrtbutlon to a perlodlcal 
manufactured ln the United States of Amer­
Ica (Class B). 

Form a-Lecture or slmllar production 
prepared for oral delivery (Class C). 

Form D-Dramatlo or dramatlco-muslcal 
composition ( Clau D). 

Form E--1\luslcal composltton the author 
of whlch Is a citizen or domlclllary of the 
United States of America or whlch. wu pub­
lished ln the United States of America 
(Class B). 

Form :a: Forelgn-Muslcal composition thf 
author of whlch ls not a ctttzen or doml-· 
clllary of the United States of America and 
whlch was not ftrst published ln the United 
States of America ( Clau B) • 

Form F-Map (Class F). 
Form G-Work of art or a model or design 

for a work of art (Class G). · 
Form H-Reproductlon of a work of art 

(Class H). 
Form I-Drawtng or plastic work of a 

sclen tlftc or technical character ( Clala I) . 
Form J-Photograph (Class J). 
Form K-Prlnt or ptctortal lllustratlon 

(Class K). 
Form KK-Prlnt or label used for an 

article of merchandise (Class K). 
Form L-M-Motlon picture (Classes L-M). 
Form R-Renewal copyright. 
Form U-Notlce of use of copyrighted 

muslo on mechanical Instruments. 

§ 202.4 Books (Class A). 

<a> Subject matter and forms. This 
class includes such published works as 
fiction and nonfiction, poems, compila­
tions, composite works, directories, 
catalogs, annual publications, informa­
tion in tabular form, and similar text 
matter, with or without illustrations, as 
books, either bound or in loose-leaf form, 



pamphlets, leaflets, cards, single pages 
or the like. Applications for registration 
of claims to copyright in published books 
manufactured in the United States of 
America are made on Form A; in books 
manufactured outside of the United 
States of America, except those subject 
to ad interim provisions of the copy­
right law, on Form A-B Foreign; and 
in books in the English language manu­
factured and first published outside the 
United States of America, and subject to 
the ad interim provisions of the copy­
right law, on FormA-BAd Interim. 

<b> Ad interim registrations. (1) An 
American edition of an English-language 
book or periodical identical in sub­
stance to that first published abroad will 
not be registered unless an ad interim 
registration is first made. 

<2> When a book or periodical has 
been registered under the ad interim 
provisions, an American edition of the 
same work, to be registrable, must be 
manufactured and published in the 
United States within five years after the 
date of first publication abroad. 

<3> Since by law ad interim copyright 
expires at the end of the ad interim 
term unless an American edition·is pub­
lished during that term, a renewal ap­
plication covering a work registered only 
under the ad interim provisions will be 
rejected. Where both an ad interim 
and an American edition have been reg­
istered, the registrability of the renewal 
application is governed by the date of 
the first publication abroad. 
§ 202.5 Periodicals (Class B). 

This class includes such works as 
newspapers, magazines, reviews, bulle­
tins, and serial publications, published 
at intervals of less than ·a year. Appli­
cations for registration of claims to 
copyright in published periodicals manu­
factured in the United States of America 
are made on Form B; in periodicals, or 
in contributions thereto, manufactured 
outside the United States of America, ex­
cept those subject to the ad interim pro­
vision of the copyright law, on Form A-B 
Foreign; and in periodicals, or in contri­
butions thereto, in the English language 
manufactured and first published outside 
of the United States of America, and sub­
ject to the ad interim provisions of the 
copyright law, on Form A-B Ad Interim. 
Applications for registration of claims 
to copyright in contributions to peri­
odicals manufactured in the United 
States of America are made on Form 
BB. Application for registration of 
claims to copyright in contributions to 
periodicals, which contributions are 
prints published in connection with the 
sale or advertisement of an article or 
articles of merchandise, are made on 
Form KK. 

§ 202.6 Lectures or similar productions 
prepared for oral delivery (Class C). 

This class includes the scripts of un­
published works prepared in the first 
instance for oral delivery, such as lec­
tures, sermons, addresses, monologs, 
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panel discussions, and variety programs 
prepared for radio or television. The 
script submitted for registration in Class 
C should consist of the actual text of the 
work to be presented orally. Formats, 
outlines, brochures, synopses, or general 
descriptions of radio and television pro­
grams are not registrable in unpublished 
form. When published with notice as 
prescribed by law, such works may be 
considered for registration as ''books" 
in Class A. 
§ 202.7 Dramatic and dramatico-musi­

cal compositions (Class D). 

This class includes published or un­
published works dramatic in character 
such as the acting version of plays for the 
stage, motion pictures, radio, television 
and the like, operas, operettas, musical 
comedies and similar productions, and 
pantomimes. Choreographic works of 
a dramatic character, whether the story 
or theme be expressed by music and ac­
tion combined or by actions alone, are 
subject to registration in Class D. How­
ever, descriptions of dance steps and 
other physical gestures, including ball­
room and social dances or choreogaphic 
works which do not tell a story, develop a 
character or emotion, or otherwise con­
vey a dramatic concept or idea, are not 
subject to registration in Class D. 
§ 202.8 Musical compositions (Class E). 

<a> This class includes published or 
unpublished musical compositions in the 
form of visible notation <other than 
dramatico-musical compositions), with 
or without words, as well as new versions 
of musical compositions, such as adapta­
tions or arrangements, and editing when 
such editing is the writing of an author. 
The words of a song, when unaccom­
panied by music, are not registrable in 
Class E. 

<b> A phonograph record or other 
sound recording is not considered a 
"copy'' of the compositions recorded on 
it, and is not acceptable for copyright 
registration. Likewise, the Copyright 
omce does not register claims to ex­
clusive rights in mechanical recordings 
themselves, or in the performances they 
reproduce. 
§ 202.9 Maps (Class F). 

This class includes all published carto­
graphic representations of area, such as 
terrestrial maps and atlases, marine 
charts, celestial maps and such three­
dimensional works as globes and relief 
models. 

§ 202.10 Works of art (Clas11 G). 

<a> General. This class includes pub­
lished or unpublished works of artistic 
craftsmanship, insofar as their form but 
not their mechanical or utilitarian as­
pects are concerned, such as artistic 
jewelry, enamels, glassware, and tapes­
tries, as well as works belonging to the 
fine arts, such as paintings, drawings 
and sculpture. 

<b> In order to be acceptable as a work 
of art, the work must embody some cre­
ative authorship in its delineation or 
form. The registrability of a work of art 
is not affected by the intention of the 
author as to the use of the work, the 
number of copies reproduced, or the fact 
that it appears on a textile material or 
textile product. The potential availa­
bility of protection under the design 
patent law will not affect the registra­
bility of a work of art, but a copyright 
claim in a patented design or in the 
drawings or photographs in a patent 
application will not be registered after 
the patent has been issued. 

(c) If the sole intrinsic function of an 
article is its utility, the fact that the 
article is unique and attractively shaped 
will not qualify it as a work of art. How­
ever, if the shape of a utilitarian article 
incorporates features, such as artistic 
sculpture, carving, or pictorial represen­
tation, which can be identified separately 
and are capable of existing inde­
pendently as a work of art, such features 
will be eligible for registration. 
§ 202.11 Reproductions of works of art 

(Class H). 

This class includes published repro­
ductions of existing works of art in the 
same or a different medium, such as a 
lithograph, photoengraving, etching or 
drawing of a painting, sculpture or other 
work of art. 
§ 202.12 Drawings or plastic works of a 

scientific or technical character 
(Class 1). 

<a> This class includes published or 
unpublished two-dimensional drawings 
and three-dimensional plastic works 
which have been designed for a scien­
tific or technical use and which contain 
copyrightable graphic, pictorial, or sculp­
tured material. Works registrable in 
Class I include diagrams or models illus­
trating scientific or technical works or 
formulating scientific or technical in­
formation in linear or plastic form, such 
as, for example: a mechanical drawing, 
an astronomical chart, an architect's 
blueprint, an anatomical model, or an 
engineering diagram. 

<b> A work is not eligible for regis­
tration as a "plastic" work in Class I 
merely because it is formed from one of 
the commonly known synthetic chemical 
derivatives such as styrenes, vinyl com­
pounds, or acrylic resins. The term 
"plastic work" as used in this context 
refers to a three-dimensional work giving 
the effect of that which is molded or 
sculptured. Examples of such works in­
clude statues of animals or plants used 
for scientific or educational purposes, 
and engineers' scale models. 

<c> A claim to copyright in a scientific 
or technical drawing, otherwise regis­
trable in Class I, will not be refused reg­
istration solely by reason of the fact 
that it is known to form a part of a pend­
ing patent application. Where the pat­
ent has been issued, however, the claim 
to copyright in the drawing will be denied 
copyright registration. 



§ 202.13 Photographs (Class J). 

This class includes published or un­
published photographic prints and film­
strips, slide films and individual slides. 
Photoengravings and other photome­
chanical reproductions of photographs 
are registered in Class K on Form K. 
§ 202.14 Prints, pictorial illustrations 

and commerc;ial prints or labels 
(Ciass K). 

<a> This class includes prints or 
pictorial illustrations, greeting cards, 
picture postcards and similar prints, 
produced by means of lithography, pho­
toengraving or other methods of repro­
duction. These works when published 
are registered on Form K. -

<b> A print or label, not a trademark, 
containing copyrightable pictorial mat­
ter, text, or both, published in connection 
with the sale or advertisement of an ar­
ticle or articles of merchandise is also 
registered in this class on Form KK. In 
the case of a print which is published in 
a periodical, use Form KK if the print is 
used in connection with the sale or ad­
vertisement of an article of merchandise, 
Form BB if it is not. Multipage works 
are more appropriately classified in Class 
A than in Class K. 

<c> A claim to copyright cannot be 
registered in a print or label consisting 
solely of trademark subject matter and 
lacking copyrightable matter. While the 
Copyright Office will not investigate 
whether the matter has been or can be 
registered .at the Patent omce, it will 
register a properly filed copyright claim 
in a print or label that contains the 
requisite qualifications for copyright 
even though there is a trademark on it. 
However, registration of a claim to copy­
right does not give the claimant rights 
available by trademark registrations at 
the Patent Omce. 
§ 202.15 Motion pictures (Classes L--M). 

A single application Form L-M is 
available for registration of works in 
Classes L <Motion Picture Photoplays> 
and M <Motion Pictures other than 
Photoplays>. 

<a> Photoplays <Class L>. This class 
includes published or unpublished mo­
tion pictures that are dramatic in char­
acter and tell a connected story, such as 
feature films, filmed television plays, 
short subjects and animated cartoons 
having a plot. 

<b> Other than photoplays <Class M>. 
This class includes published or unpub-
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lished nondramatic films such as news­
reels, travelogs, training or promotional 
films, nature studies, and filmed televi­
sion programs having no plot. 
§ 202.16 Deposit of photographs or 

other identifying reproductions in 
lieu of copies. 

<a> Availability of option. In the case 
of a published work which is reproduced 
in copies for sale, classified in Classes 
<g>, <h>, m, and <k> of section 5, title 
17, U.S. Code, copies of which are con­
sidered by the Register of Copyrights to 
be impracticable of deposit because of 
their size, weight, fragility, or monetary 
value, photographs or other identifying 
reproductions may be deposited in lieu 
of copies as provided by section 13, title 
17, U.S. Code. The deposit of such 
photographs or reproductions shall be 
made in accordance with the following 
criteria: 

< 1 > The numbe~ of sets of photographs 
or of reproductions to be submitted shall 
be the same as the number of copies pro­
vided by said section 13; duplicate sets 
shall be deposited unless the work is by a 
foreign author and has been published in 
a foreign country. Each set shall con­
sist of as many photographs or repro­
ductions in black and white, or in color, 
as are necessary to identify the work. 

<2> All photographs or reproductions 
shall be of equal size, not less than 5 x 7 
inches, and not exceeding 9 x 12 inches, 
but preferably 8 x 10 inches. The 
image of the work shown in all photo­
graphs or reproductions shall either be 
lifesize or larger, or if less than li!esize 
shall be at least 4 inches in its greatest 
dimension. The exact measurement of 
at least one dimension of the work shall 
be indicated on at least one correspond­
ing photograph or reproduction in each 
set. 

<3> The copyright notice and its posi­
tion on the work must be clearly shown 
on at least one corresponding photo­
graph or reproduction in each set. If, 
because of the size or location of the 
copyright notice, a photographic re­
production cannot be prepared, a draw­
ing may be included in each set, of the 
same size as the photographs or repro­
ductions, showing the exact appearance 
of the notice, its dimensions, and its 
specific position on the work. 

<4> The title of the work shall appear 
on the front or back of each photograph 
or reproduction. 

< 5 > A copy shall be considered to be 
impracticable of deposit if, because of 
its size, weight, fragility or monetary 
value, it is unsuited to the filing pro­
cedures of the Copyright omce. 

<b> Exceptions. The provisions of 
this section, permitting the deposit of 
photographs in lieu of copies in certain 
cases, shall not apply to fine prints and 
two-dimensional art reproductions. The 
Register of Copyrights reserves the right 
in any other particular case to require 
as a condition precedent to registration, 
the deposit of copies of the work as 
published. 
§ 202.17 Renewal~. 

<a> Claims to renewal copyright must 
be registered within the last <28th> year 
of the original copyright term. The 
original term for a published work is 
computed from the date of first publica­
tion; the term for a work originally 
registered in unpublished form is com­
puted from the date of registration in 
the Copyright Office. Unless the re­
quired application and fee are received 
in the Copyright Office during the pre­
scribed period before the first term of 
copyright expires, copyright protection 
is lost permanently and the work enters 
the public domain. The Copyright Office 
has no discretion to extend the renewal 
time limits. 

<b> Renewal claims may be registered 
only in the names of persons falling 
within one of the classes of renewal 
claimants specified in the copyright law. 
If the work was a new version of a 
previous work, renewal may be claimed 
only in the new matter. 
§ 202.18 Notices of use. 

Notices of use of copyrighted musical 
compositions on mechanical instruments, 
required by section l<e> of title 17, U.S. 
Code, will be recorded upon receipt of a 
properly executed Form U and upon 
payment of the prescribed fees. Notices 
of intention to use will be received pur­
suant to section 101 < e > of title 17, U.S. 
Code; no special form is provided 
therefor. 

[SEAL] 

Approved, 

ARTHUR FISHER, 
Register of Copyrights. 

L. QUINCY MUMFORD, 
Librarian ot Congress. 
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Regulations of the Copyright Office 1 

As amended through July 4, 1967 

PART 201-GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

201.1 Communications with the Copyright O:Hke. 
201.2 InformaUon given by the Copyright Office. 
201.3 Catalog of Copyright Entries. 
201.4 Assignments of copyright and other papers. 
201.5 Amendments to completed Copyright Office registrations and other records. 
201.6 Payment and refund of Copyright Office fees. 
201.7 Preparation of catalog card. 
201.8 Import statements. 

AuTHORITY: §§ 201.1 to 201.8 issued under sec. 207, 61 Stat. 666; 17 U.S.C. 207. 

201.1 Communications with the Copyright Office. 

Mail and other communications shall be addressed to the Register 
of Copyrights, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540. 

§ 201.2 Information given by the Copyright Office. 

(a) In general. (1) Information relative to the operations of the 
Copyright Office is supplied without charge. A search of the records, 
indexes and deposits will be made for such information as they may 
contain relative to copyright claims upon application and payment 
of the statutory fee. The Copyright Office, however, does not under­
take the making of comparisons of copyright deposits to determine 
similarity between works, nor does it give legal opinions or advice on 
such matters as: 

( i) The validity or status of any copyright other than the facts 
shown in the records of the Office ; 

(ii) The rights of persons, whether in connection with cases of 
alleged copyright infringement, contracts between authors and 
publishers or other matters of a similar nature; 

(iii) The scope and extent of protection of works in foreign coun­
tries or interpretation of foreign copyright laws or court opinions; 

1 Code of Federal Regulations, Title 37, Chapter II (Federal Register, volume 24, page 
4955, June 18, 1959). Section 201.3 as amended, Federal Register, volume 31, page 6119, 
April 21. 1966. Section 201.2 as amended, Federal Register, volume 32, pages 9314-9315, 
June 30, 1967, effective July 4, 1967. 
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2 REGULATLONS OF THE COPYRIGHT OFFICE 

(iv) The sufficiency, extent or scope of compliance with the copy­
right law. 

( 2) In addition, the Office cannot undertake to furnish the names of 
copyright attorneys, publishers, agents, or other similar information. 

(b) Inspection and copying of records. (1) Inspeetion and copy­
ing of completed records and indexes relating to a registration or 
a recorded document, and inspection of copies deposited in connection 
with a completed copyright registration, may be undertaken at such 
times as will not result in interference with or delay in the work of 
the Copyright Office. 

(2) The copying from the Copyright Office records of names and 
addresses for the purpose of compiling mailing lists and other similar 
uses is expressly prohibited. 

(3) The Copyright Office maintains an administrative staff manual 
referred to as its "Compendium of Office Practices," and an index to 
the manual, for the general guidance of its staff in making registr~ 
tions and recording documents. The manual and index, as amende 
and supplemented from time to time, are available in the Copyrigh 
Office for public inspection and copying. 

(c) 0 orrespondenoe. ( 1) Official correspondence, including pre· 
liminary applications, between copyright claimants or their agentE 
and the Copyright Office, and directly relating to a completed registra· 
tion or to a recorded document, is made available for public inspection 
Requests for photocopies of the correspondence shall be made pursuan1 
to paragraph (d) of this section. 

(2) (i) Correspondence, application forms and any accompanyin~ 
material forming a part of a pending or rejected application are no1 
records which are open to public inspection under paragraph (b) o: 
this section. 

( ii) Inspection of such files may be afforded upon presentation o: 
written authorization of the claimant or his agent, or upon sub 
mission to the Register of Copyrights, Library of Congress, Wash 
ington, D.C. 20540, of a written request which is deemed by him t( 
show good cause for such access and which establishes that the persm 
making the request is one properly and directly concerned. 

(iii) Where such access is authorized and photocopies of the officia 
file are subsequently requested, the conditions and procedures of para 
graph (d) of this section are controlling. 

( 3) Correspondence, m~moranda, reports, opinions, and simila 
material relating to internal matters of personnel and proceduref 
office administration, security matters, and internal consideration q 
policy and decisional matters, including the work product of al 
attorney, are not open to public inspection. 
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(4) The Copyright Office will return unanswered any abusive 
· · or scurrilous correspondence. 

(d) Requests for copies. (1) Requests for additional certificates 
of registration should be sent to the Copyright Office, and the ac­
companying fees should be made payable to the Register of Copy­
rights. 

(2) Requests for photocopies of copyright deposits, official cor­
respondence, and Copyright Office records (other than additional 
certificates of registration) should be sent to the Chief, Photo­
duplication Service, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540, 
the accompanying fees in payment of such services being made 
payable to that official. When the photocopy is to be certified by 
the Copyright Office, the additional certification fee should be 
made payable to the Register of Copyrights and both remittances 
together with the transmittal letter are to be sent to the Copyright 

(3) Requests for photocopies of official correspondence shall 
identify the specific material desired and shall contain a statement 
enabling the Copyright Office to determine if the writer is prop­
erly and directly concerned. 

( 4) Requests for photocopies of copyright deposits will be 
granted when one or more of the following conditions are fulfilled: 

(i) Authorization by owner. When authorized in writing by the 
copyright owner or his designated agent. 

(ii) Request by attorney. When required in connection with 
litigation, actual or prospective, in which the copyrighted work is 
involved; but in all such cases the attorney representing the actual 
or prospective plaintiff or defendant for whom the request is made 
shall give in writing: (a) The names of the parties and the nature 
of the controversy ; (b) the name of the court where the action is 
pending, or, in the case of a prospective proceeding, a full state­
ment of the facts of the controversy in which the copyrighted 
work is involved; and (c) satisfactory assurances that the re­
quested copy will be used only in connection with the specified 
litigation. 

(iii) Court order. When an order to have the copy made is 
issued by a court having jurisdiction of a case in which the copy is 
to be submitted as evidence. 

201.3 Catalog of Copyright Entries. 

The subscription price for all parts of the complete yearly Cata­
of Copyright Entries, effective with Volume 20, is $50.00. Each 
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part of the Catalog is published in two semiannual numbers cover­
ing, respectively, the periods January-June and July-December. 
The prices given in the list below are for each semiannual num­
ber; the price of an annual subscription to any part is twice the 
price of the semiannual number. The entire annual Catalog or 
any of its parts may be obtained, upon payment of the established 
price, from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Print­
ing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, to whom requests for copies 
should be addressed and to whom the remittance should be made 
payable. 

Part 1-Books and Pamphlets Including Serials and Contributions to Peri-
odicals, $7 .50. 

Part 2-Periodicals, $2.50. 
Parts 3-4-Dramas and Works Prepared for Oral Delivery, $2.50. 
Part 5-Music, $7.50. 
Part 6-Maps and Atlases, $2.50. 
Parts 7-llA-Works of Art, Reproductions of Works of Art, Scientific an4 

Technical Drawings, Photographic Works, Prints and Pictorial Illustration~ 
$2.50. 

Part llB-Commercial Prints and Labels, $2.50. 
Parts 12-13--Motion Pictures and Filmstrips, $2.50. 

§ 201.4 Assignments of copyright and other papers. 

Assignments of copyright and other papers relative to copy­
rights will be recorded in the Copyright Office upon payment of 
the statutory fee. Examples of such papers include powers of at­
torney, licenses to use a copyrighted work, agreements between 
authors and publishers covering a particular work or works and 
the rights thereto, mortgages, certificates of change of corporate 
title, wills, and decrees of distribution. The original, signed in· 
strument should be submitted for recordation, and is returned tc 
the sender with a certificate of record. Where the original instru­
ment is not available, a certified or other copy may be submitted: 
but it shall be accompanied by a statement that the original is no1 
available. 

§ 201.5 Amendments to completed Copyright Office registration. 
and other records. 

(a) No cancellations. No correction or cancellation of a Copy 
right Office registration or other record will be made (other thm 
a registration or record provisional upon receipt of fee as provide~ 
in§ 201.6) after it has been completed if the facts therein statel 
agree with those supplied the Office for the purpose of makinJ 
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such record. However, it shall be within the discretion of the 
Register of Copyrights to determine if any particular case justifies 
the placing of an annotation upon any record for the purpose of 
clarification, explanation, or indication that there exists elsewhere 
in the records, indexes or correspondence files of the Office, in­
formation which has reference to the facts as stated in such 
record. 

(b) Correction by new registration. In exceptional cases, where 
an applicant desires to correct, amend or amplify a registration 
previously made in accordance with information furnished by a 
claimant or his agent, a new application indicating its amendatory 
purpose shall be filed, accompanied by the statutory fee and the 
same number of copies required for a new application. Where it 
is satisfactorily established that copies of the original work can­
not be obtained for submission, photostat or microfilm copies of 

original may be submitted. 

§ 201.6 Payment and refllnd of Copyright Of!ice fees. 

(a) In general. All fees sent to the Copyright Office should be 
in the form of a money order, check or bank draft payable to the 
Register of Copyrights. Coin or currency sent to the Office in let­
ters or packages will be at the remitter's risk. Remittances from 
foreign countries should be in the form of an International Money 
Order or Bank Draft payable and immediately negotiable in the 
United States for the full amount of the fee required. Uncertified 
checks are accepted subject to collection. Where the statutory fee 
is submitted in the form of a check, the registration of the copy­
right claim or other record made by the Office is provisional until 
payment in money is received. In the event the fee is not paid, 
the registration or other record shall be be expunged. 

(b) Deposit accounts. Persons or firms having a considerable 
amount of business with the Copyright Office may, for their own 
convenience, prepay copyright expenses by establishing a Deposit 
Account. 

(c) Refunds. Money paid for applications which are rejected 
or payments made in excess of the statutory fee will be refunded, 
but amounts of twenty-five cents or less will not be returned un­
less specifically requested and such sums may be refunded in 
postage stamps. All larger amounts will be refunded by check. 

(d) Return of deposit copies. Copies of works deposited in the 
opyright Office pursuant to law are either retained in the Copy­

right Office, transferred for the permanent collections or other 
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uses of the Library of Congress, or disposed of according to law. 
When an application is rejected, the Copyright Office reserves the 
right to retain the deposited copies. 

§ 201.7 Preparation oj catalog card. 

The catalog card which may accompany a work of foreign ori­
gin, as provided in section 215 of title 17, U.S. Code, as amended, 
may be a catalog card supplied by a library in the country of pub­
lication. In lieu of such a card the applicant may prepare his own 
card, or may fill out the form supplied by the Copyright Office. 
The catalog card should contain the full name of the author of 
the original work, title and description from the title page, paging, 
copyright claimant, the city and year of publication, and the names 
of all other authors, editors, etc., whom the applicant considers of 
sufficient importance to record. When available, the year of birt~ 
of each author named should be given. If the form furnished b 
the Office is not used, the size of the card should preferably be 
inches wide by 3 inches deep or 12.5 centimeters wide by 7.5 centi­
meters deep. The Register of Copyrights reserves the right to 
accept catalog cards not complying with the above requirements. 

§ 201.8 Import •tatement.. 

(a) The Copyright Office will issue import statements for books 
and periodicals first published abroad in the English language 
which are to be imported under the provisions of section 16 of 
title 17, U.S. Code, as amended. A statement for the importation 
of 1,500 copies will be issued to the person named in the applica­
tion for ad interim copyright registration. The holder of this 
statement shall present it to the customs officer in charge of the 
port of entry. Upon receipt of a statement from the customs of­
ficer, showing importation of less than 1,500 copies, a new state­
ment will be issued for the balance. 

(b) The provisions in the Customs Regulations covering the 
use of the import statement (Copyright Office Form C-100) are 
found in 19 CFR 11.21 (21 F.R. 2517). 

PART 202-REGISTRATION OF CLAIMS TO COPYRIGHT 

Sec. 

202.1 Material not subject to copyright. 
202.2 Copyright notice. 
202.3 Application forms. 
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Books (Class A) . 
Periodicals (Class B) . 
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Lectures or similar productions prepared for oral delivery (Class C). 
Dramatic and dramatico-musical compositions (Class D). 
Musical compositions (Class E). 
Maps (Class F). 
Works of art (Class G) • 
Reproductions of works of art (Class H). 
Drawings or plastic works of a scientific or technical character 

(Class I). 
Photographs (Class J). 
Prints, pictorial illustrations and commercial prints or labels 

(Class K). 
Motion pictures (Classes L-M). 
Deposit of photographs or other identifying reproductions in lieu of 

copies. 
Renewals. 
Notices of use. 

AUTHORITY: §§ 202.1 to 202.18 issued under sec. 207, 61 Stat. 666; 17 
.S.C. 207. 

§ 202.1 Material not •ubject to copyright. 

The following are examples of works not subject to copyright 
and applications for registration of such works cannot be enter­
tained: 

(a) Words and short phrases such as names, titles, and slo­
gans; familiar symbols or designs; mere variations of typographic 
ornamentation, lettering or coloring; mere listing of ingredients 
or contents; 

(b) Ideas, plans, methods, systems, or devices, as distinguished 
from the particular manner in which they are expressed or de­
scribed in a writing; 

(c) Works designed for recording information which do not in 
themselves convey information, such as time cards, graph paper, 
account books, diaries, bank checks, score cards, address books, 
report forms, order forms and the like; 

(d) Works consisting entirely of information that is common 
property containing no original authorship, such as, for example: 
Standard calendars, height and weight charts, tape measures and 
rulers, schedules of sporting events, and lists or tables taken from 
public documents or other common sources. 

202.2 Copyright notice. 

(a) General. (1) With respect to a published work, copyright is 
secured, or the right to secure it is lost, at the date of publication, 
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i.e., the date on which copies are first placed on sale, sold, or 
publicly distributed, depending upon the adequacy of the notice of 
copyright on the work at that time. 

(2) If publication occurs by distribution of copies or in some 
other manner, without the statutory notice or with an inadequate 
notice, the right to secure copyright is lost. In such cases, copy­
right cannot be secured by adding the notice to copies distributed 
at a later date. 

(3) Works first published abroad, other than works eligible for 
ad interim registration, must bear an adequate copyright notice 
at the time of their first publication in order to secure copyright 
under the law of the United States. 

(b) Defects in notice. Where the copyright notice does not 
meet the requirements of the law, the Copyright Office will reject 
an application for copyright registration. Common defects in the~ 
notice include, among others, the following: 

( 1) The notice lacks one or more of the necessary elements 
(i.e., the word "Copyright", the abbreviation "Copr.", or the sym­
bol © ; the name of the copyright proprietor; or, when required, 
the year date of publication); 

(2) The elements of the notice are dispersed; 
(3) The notice is not in one of the positions prescribed by law; 
( 4) The notice is in a foreign language; 
( 5) The name in the notice is that of someone who had no au­

thority to secure copyright in his name; 
(6) The year date in the copyright notice is later than the date 

of the year in which copyright was actually secured, including the 
following cases: 

(i) Where the year date in the notice is later than the date of 
actual publication ; 

(ii) Where copyright was first secured by registration of a 
work in unpublished form, and copies of the same work as later 
published without change in substance bear a copyright notice 
containing a year date later than the year of unpublished regis­
tration; 

(iii) Where a book or periodical published abroad, for which 
ad interim copyright has been obtained, is later published in the 
United States without change in substance and contains a year 
date in the copyright notice later than the year of first publica­
tion abroad : Provided, however, That in each of the three fore­
going types of cases, if the copyright was actually secured no~ 
more than one year earlier than the year date in the notice, regis­
tration may be considered as a doubtful case. 



' . 
REGULATIONS OF THE COPYRIGHT OFFICE 9 

(7) A notice is permanently covered so that it cannot be seen 
without tearing the work apart; 

(8) A notice is illegible or so small that it cannot be read with­
out the aid of a magnifying glass: Provided, however, That where 
the work itself requires magnification for its ordinary use (e.g., 
a microfilm, microcard or motion picture) a notice which will be 
readable when so magnified, will not constitute a reason for re­
jection of the claim; 

(9) A notice is on a detachable tag and will eventually be de­
tached and discarded when the work is put in use; 

(10) A notice is on the wrapper or container which is not a 
part of the work and which will eventually be removed and dis­
carded when the work is put in use ; 

(11) The notice is restricted or limited exclusively to an un­
copyrightable element, either by virtue of its position on the work, 

the use of asterisks, or by other means. 

§ 202.3 Application forms. 

(a) In general. Section 5 of title 17 of the U.S. Code provides 
thirteen classes (Class A through Class M) of works in which 
copyright may be claimed. Examples of certain works falling 
within these classes are given in §§ 202.4 to 202.15 inclusive, for 
the purpose of assisting persons who desire to obtain registration 
of a claim to copyright, to select the correct application form. 

(b) Claims of copyright. (1) All works deposited for regis­
tration shall be accompanied by a "claim of copyright" in the form 
of a properly executed application, together with the statutory 
registration fee. The Office reserves the right to refuse to accept 
any application that is a carbon copy, illegible, defaced, or other­
wise not in an acceptable condition for examination and recording. 

(2) Where these separate elements are not received simultane­
ously, the Copyright Office holds the submitted elements for a 
reasonable time and, in default of the receipt of the missing ele­
mentor elements after a request made therefor, the submitted item 
or items may be returned to the sender. Such action does not 
constitute a waiver of the right of the Register of Copyrights 
pursuant to section 14, title 17, U.S. Code, to demand compliance 
with the deposit provisions of that title. 

(3) Applications for copyright registration covering published 
works should reflect the facts existing at the time of first publica­
tion, and should not include information concerning changes that 
have occurred between the time of publication and registration. 
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The name given as copyright claimant in the application should 
agree with the name appearing in the copyright notice. 

( 4) Applications should be submitted by the copyright claim­
ant, or by someone acting under his authority. 

( 5) All information requested by the Copyright Office applica­
tion form should be given in the appropriate spaces provided. 
There should not be attached to the application any slips of paper 
or extra pages containing additional information, or a continua­
tion of requested information. 

(c) Forms. The Copyright Office supplies without charge the 
following forms for use when applying for the registration of a 
claim to copyright in a work and for the filing of a notice of use 
of musical compositions on mechanical instruments. 

Form A-Published book manufactured in the United States of America 
(Class A). 

Form A-B Ad Interim-Book or periodical in the English language man•~ 
factured and first published outside the United States of America (ClassJ 
A-B). 

Form A-B Foreign-Book or periodical manufactured outside the United 
States of America (except works subject to the ad interim provisions of the 
copyright law) (Classes A-B). 

Form B-Periodical manufactured in the United States of America 
(Class B). 

Form DB-Contribution to a periodical manufactured in the United States 
of America (Class B). 

Form C-Leeture or similar production prepared for oral delivery (Class 
C). 

Form D-Dramatic or dramatico-musieal composition (Class D). 
Form E-Musieal composition the author of which is a citizen or domicili­

ary of the United States of America or which was published in the United 
States of America (Class E). 

Form E-Foreign-Musical composition the author of which is not a citizen 
or domiciliary of the United States of America and which was not first pub­
lished in the United States of America (Class E). 

Form F-Map (Class F). 

Form G-Work of art or a model or design for a work of art (Class G). 
Form H-Reproduction of a work of art (Class H). 
Form !-Drawing or plastic work of a scientific or technical character 

(Class 1). 
Form J-Photograph (Class J). 
Form K-Print or pictorial illustration (Class K). 
Form KK-Print or label used for an article of merchandise (Class K). 
Form L-M-Motion picture (Classes L-M). 
Form R-Renewal copyright. 
Form U-Notice o:r use of copyrighted music on mechanical instruments. 
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§ 202.4 Books (Clan .4). 

(a) Subject matter and forms. This class includes such pub­
lished works as fiction and nonfiction, poems, compilations, com­
posite works, directories, catalogs, annual publications, informa­
tion in tabular form, and similar text matter, with or without 
illustrations, as books, either bound or in loose-leaf form, pam­
phlets, leaflets, cards, single pages or the like. Applications for 
registration of claims to copyright in published books manufac­
tured in the United States of America are made on Form A; in 
books manufactured outside of the United States of America, ex­
cept those subject to ad interim provisions of the copyright law, 
on Form A-B Foreign; and in books in the English language 
manufactured and first published outside the United States of 
America, and subject to the ad interim provisions of the copyright 
law, on FormA-BAd Interim. 

(b) Ad interim registrations. (1) An American edition of an 
English-language book or periodical identical in substance to that 
first published abroad will not be registered unless an ad interim 
registration is first made. 

(2) When a book or periodical has been registered under the ad 
interim provisions, an American edition of the same work, to be 
registrable, must be manufactured and published in the United 
States within five years after the date of first publication abroad. 

(3) Since by law ad interim copyright expires at the end of the 
ad interim term unless an American edition is published during 
that term, a renewal application covering a work registered only 
under the ad interim provisions will be rejected. Where both an 
ad interim and an American edition have been registered, the 
registrability of the renewal application is governed by the date 
of the first publication abroad. 

§ 202.5 Periodical. (Class B). 

This class includes such works as newspapers, magazines, re­
views, bulletins, and serial publications, published at intervals of 
less than a year. Applications for registration of claims to copy­
right in published periodicals manufactured in the United States 
of America are made on Form B ; in periodicals, or in contribu­
tions thereto, manufactured outside the United States of America, 
except those subject to the ad interim provision of the copyright 
law, on Form A-B Foreign; and in periodicals, or in contributions 
thereto, in the English language manufactured and first published 
outside of the United States of America, and subject to the ad 
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interim provisions of the copyright law, on FormA-BAd Interim. 
Applications for registration of claims to copyright in contribu­
tions to periodicals manufactured in the United States of America 
are made on Form BB. Applications for registration of claims to 
copyright in contributions to periodicals, which contributions are 
prints published in connection with the sale or advertisement of 
an article or articles of merchandise, are made on Form KK. 

§ 202.6 Lectures or similar productions prepared for oral de· 
livery (Class C). 

This class includes the scripts of unpublished works prepared 
in the first instance for oral delivery, such as lectures, sermons, 
addresses, monologs, panel discussions, and variety programs pre­
pared for radio or television. The script submitted for registra­
tion in Class C should consist of the actual text of the works to be 
presented orally. Formats, outlines, brochures, synopses, or gen-~ 
eral descriptions of radio and television programs are not regis-, 
trable in unpublished form. When published with notice as pre­
scribed by law, such works may be considered for registration as 
"books" in Class A. 

§ 202.7 Dramatic and dramatico-musical compositions (Class D). 

This class includes published or unpublished works dramatic in 
character such as the acting version of plays for the stage, motion 
pictures, radio, television and the like, operas, operettas, musical 
comedies and similar productions, and pantomimes. Choreo­
graphic works of a dramatic character, whether the story or 
theme be expressed by music and action combined or by actions 
alone, are subject to registration in Class D. However, descrip­
tions of dance steps and other physical gestures, including ball­
room and social dances or choreographic works which do not tell a 
story, develop a character or emotion, or otherwise convey a dra­
matic concept or idea, are not subject to registration in Class D. 

§ 202.8 Musical compositions (Class E). 

(a) This class includes published or unpublished musical com­
positions in the form of visible notation (other than dramatico­
musical compositions) , with or without words, as well as new 
versions of musical compositions, such as adaptations or arrange­
ments, and editing when such editing is the writing of an author. 
The words of a song, when unaccompanied by music, are not I 
registrable in Class E. 
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(b) A phonograph record or other sound recording is not con­
sidered a "copy" of the compositions recorded on it, and is not 
acceptable for copyright registration. Likewise, the Copyright 
Office does not register claims to exclusive rights in mechanical 
recordings themselves, or in the performances they reproduce. 

§ 202.9 Maps (Class F). 

This class includes all published cartographic representations of 
area, such as terrestrial maps and atlases, marine charts, celestial 
maps and such three-dimensional works as globes and relief 
models. 

§ 202.10 Works of art (Class G). 

(a) General. This class includes published or unpublished 
of artistic craftsmanship, insofar as their form but not 

mechanical or utilitarian aspects are concerned, such as 
artistic jewelry, enamels, glassware, and tapestries, as well as 
works belonging to the fine arts, such as paintings, drawings and 
sculpture. 

(b) In order to be acceptable as a work of art, the work must 
embody some creative authorship in its delineation or form. The 
registrability of a work of art is not affected by the intention of 
the author as to the use of the work, the number of copies repro­
duced, or the fact that it appears on a textile material or textile 
product. The potential availability of protection under the design 
patent law will not affect the registrability of a work of art, but a 
copyright claim in a patented design or in the drawings or photo­
graphs in a patent application will not be registered after the 
patent has been issued. 

(c) If the sole intrinsic function of an article is its utility, the 
fact that the article is unique and attractively shaped will not 
qualify it as a work of art. However, if the shape of a utilitarian 
article incorporates features, such as artistic sculpture, carving, 
or pictorial representation, which can be identified separately and 
are capable of existing independently as a work of art, such fea­
tures will be eligible for registration. 

§ 202.11 Reproductions of works of art (Class H). 

This class includes published reproductions of existing works of 
art in the same or a different medium, such as a lithograph, photo­
engraving, etching or drawing of a painting, sculpture or other 
work of art. 
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§ 202.12 Drawings or plastk works of a scientific or technieal 
character (Class 1). 

(a) This class includes published or unpublished two-dimen­
sional drawings and three-dimensional plastic works which have 
been designed for a scientific or technical use and which contain 
copyrightable graphic, pictorial, or sculptured material. Works 
registrable in Class I include diagrams or models illustrating 
scientific or technical works or formulating scientific or technical 
information in linear or plastic form, such as, for example: a me­
chanical drawing, an astronomical chart, an architect's blueprint, 
an anatomical model, or an engineering diagram. 

(b) A work is not eligible for registration as a "plastic" work 
in Class I merely because it is formed from one of the commonly 
known synthetic chemical derivatives such as styrenes, vinyl com­
pounds, or acrylic resins. The term "plastic work" as used in this~ 
context refers to a three-dimensional work giving the effect of that ~ 
which is molded or sculptured. Examples of such works include 
statues of animals or plants used for scientific or educational pur­
poses, and engineers' scale models. 

(c) A claim to copyright in a scientific or technical drawing, 
otherwise registrable in Class I, will not be refused registration 
solely by reason of the fact that it is known to form a part of a 
·pending patent application. Where the patent has been issued, 
however, the claim to copyright in the drawing will be denied 
copyright registration. 

§ 202.13 Photographs (Class ]). 

This class includes published or unpublished photographic 
prints and filmstrips, slide films and individual slides. Photoen­
gravings and other photomechanical reproductions of photographs 
are registered in Class K on Form K. 

§ 202.14 Prints, pictorial illustrations and commercial prints or 
labels (Class K). 

(a) This class includes prints or pictorial illustrations, greeting 
cards, picture postcards and similar prints, produced by means 
of lithography, photoengraving or other methods of reproduction. 
These works when published are registered on Form K. 

(b) A print or label, not a trademark, containing copyrightable 
pictorial matter, text, or both, published in connection with the 1 
sale or advertisement of an article or articles of merchandise is 
also registered in this class on Form KK. In the case of a print 
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which is published in a periodical, use Form KK if the print is 
used in connection with the sale or advertisement of an article of 
merchandise, Form BB if it is not. Multipage works are more 
appropriately classified in Class A than in Class K. 

(c) A claim to copyright cannot be registered in a print or label 
consisting solely of trademark subject matter and lacking copy­
rightable matter. While the Copyright Office will not investigate 
whether the matter has been or can be registered at the Patent 
Office, it will register a properly filed copyright claim in a print 
or label that contains the requisite qualifications for copyright 
even though there is a trademark on it. However, registration of 
a claim to copyright does not give the claimant rights available by 
trademark registrations at the Patent Office. 

§ 202.15 Motion pictures (Classes L-M). 

A single application Form L-M is available for registration of 
works in Classes L (Motion-Picture Photoplays) and M (Motion 
Pictures other than Photoplays) . 

(a) Photoplays (Class L). This class includes published or un­
published motion pictures that are dramatic in character and tell 
a connected story, such as feature films, filmed television plays, 
short subjects and animated cartoons having a plot. 

(b) Other than photoplays (Class M). This class includes pub­
lished or unpublished nondramatic films such as newsreels, trav­
elogs, training or promotional films, nature studies, and filmed 
television programs having no plot. 

§ 202.16 Deposit of photographs or other identifying reproduc· 
tions in lieu of copies. 

(a) Availability of option. In the case of a published work 
which is reproduced in copies for sale, classified in Classes (g), 
(h), (i), and (k) of section 5, title 17, U.S. Code, copies of which 
are considered by the Register of Copyrights to be impracticable 
of deposit because of their size, weight, fragility, or monetary 
value, photographs or other identifying reproductions may be de­
posited in lieu of copies as provided by section 13, title 17, U.S. 
Code. The deposit of such photographs or reproductions shall be 
made in accordance with the following criteria : 

(1) The number of sets of photographs or of reproductions to 
be submitted shall be the same as the number of copies provided 
by said section 13 ; .duplicate sets shall be deposited unless the 
work is by a foreign author and has been published in a foreign 
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country. Each set shall consist of as many photographs or repro­
ductions in black and white, or in color, as are necessary to iden­
tify the work. 

(2) All photographs or reproductions shall be of equal size, not 
less than 5 x 7 inches, and not exceeding 9 x 12 inches, but pref­
erably 8 x 10 inches. The image of the work shown in all photo­
graphs or reproductions shall either be lifesize or larger, or if less 
than lifesize shall be at least 4 inches in its greatest dimension. 
The exact measurement of at least one dimension of the work shall 
be indicated on at least one corresponding photograph or repro­
duction in each set. 

(3) The copyright notice and its position on the work must be 
clearly shown on at least one corresponding photograph or repro­
duction in each set. If, because of the size or location of the copy­
right notice, a photographic reproduction cannot be prepared, a 
drawing may be included in each set, of the same size as the photo- ~ 
graphs or reproductions, showing the exact appearance of the~ 
notice, its dimensions, and its specific position on the work. 

( 4) The title of the work shall appear on the front or back of 
each photograph or reproduction. 

(5) A copy shall be considered to be impracticable of deposit if, 
because of its size, weight, fragility or monetary value, it is un­
suited to the filing procedures of the Copyright Office. 

(b) Exceptions. The provisions of this section, permitting the 
deposit of photographs in lieu of copies in certain cases, shall not 
apply to fine prints and two-dimensional art reproductions. The 
Register of Copyrights reserves the right in any other particular 
case to require as a condition precedent to registration, the deposit 
of copies of the work as published. 

§ 202.17 Renewals. 

(a) Claims to renewal copyright must be registered within the 
last (28th) year of the original copyright term. The original term 
for a published work is computed from the date of first publica­
tion; the term for a work originally registered in unpublished 
form is computed from the date of registration in the Copyright 
Office. Unless the required application and fee are received in the 
Copyright Office during the prescribed period before the first 
term of copyright expires, copyright protection is lost perma­
nently and the work enters the public domain. The Copyright 
Office has no discretion to extend the renewal time limits. 

(b) Renewal claims may be registered only in the names of 
persons falling within one of the classes of renewal claimants 
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specified in the copyright law. If the work was a new version of 
a previous work, renewal may be claimed only in the new matter. 

§ 202.18 Notices of use. 

Notices of use of copyrighted musical compositions on mechani­
cal instruments, required by section 1 (e) of title 17, U.S. Code, 
will be recorded upon receipt of a properly executed Form U and 
upon payment of the prescribed fees. Notices of intention to use 
will be received pursuant to section 101 (e) of title 17, U.S. Code; 
no special form is provided therefor. 

Dec. 1969-10,000 
U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1969 Q-364-813 
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PART 201-GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

201.1 
201.2 
201.3 
201.4 
201.5 

201.6 

Communications with the Copyright Office. 
Information given by the Copyright Office. 
Catalog of Copyright Entries. 
Assignments of copyright and other papers. 
Amendments to completed Copyright Office 

registrations and other records. 
Payment and refund of Copyright Office 

fees. 
201.7 Preparation of catalog card. 

(
. J .8 Import statements. 
, I 

·-·AUTHORITY: §§ 201.1 to 201.8 issued under sec. 
207,61 Stat. 666; 17 U.S.C. 207. 

§ 201.1 Communications with the Copyright Office. 

Mail and other communications shall be addressed 
to tne Register of Copyrights, Library of Congress, 
Washington, D.C. 20559. 

§ 201.2 Information given by the Copyright Office. 

(a) In general. 

(1) Information relative to the operations of the 
Copyright Office is supplied without charge. A search 
of the records, indexes and deposits will be made for 
such information as they may contain relative to copy­
right claims upon application and payment of the 
statutory fee. The Copyright Office, however, does not 
undertake the making of comparisons of copyright 
deposits to determine similarity between works, nor 
does it give legal opinions or advice on such matters 
as: 

(i) The validity or status of any copyright other 
than the facts shown in the records of the Office; 

( ' 
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(ii) The rights of persons, whether in connection 
with cases of alleged copyright infringement, con· 
tracts between authors and publishers or other mat­
ters of a similar nature; 

(iii) The scope and extent of protection of works in 
foreign countries or interpretation of foreign copyright 
laws or court opinions; 

(iv) The sufficiency, extent or scope of compliance 
with the copyright law. 

(2) In addition, the Office cannot undertake to fur­
nish the names of copyright attorneys, publishers, 
agents, or other similar information. 

(b) Inspection and copying of records. 

(1) Inspection and copying of completed records 
and indexes relating to a registration or a recorded 
document, and inspection of copies deposited in con­
nection with a completed copyright registration, may 
be undertaken at such times as will not result in inter­
ference with or delay in the work of the Copyright 
Office. 

(2) The copying from the Copyright Office records 
of names and addresses for the purpose of compiling 
mailing lists and other similar uses is expressly 
prohibited. 

(3) The Copyright Office maintains an administra­
tive staff manual referred to as its "Compendium of 
Office Practices," and an index to the manual, for 
the general guidance of its staff in making registra· 
tions and recording documents. The manual and in­
dex, as amended and supplemented from time to 
time, are available in the Copyright Office for public 
inspection and copying. 

(c) Correspondence. 

(1) Official correspondence, including preliminary 
applications, between copyright claimants or their 
agents and the Copyright Office, and directly relating 
to a completed registration or to a recorded docu-
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ment, is made available for public inspection. Re· 
quests for photocopies of the correspondence shall be 
made pursuant to paragraph (d) of this section. 

(2) (i) Correspondence, application forms and any 
accompanying material forming a part of a pending 
or rejected application are not records which are open 
to public inspection under paragraph (b) of this 
section. 

(ii) Inspection of such files may be afforded upon 

presentation of written authorization of the claimant 
or his agent, or upon submission to the Register of 
Copyrights, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 
20559, of a written request which is deemed by him 
to show good cause for such access and which estab· 
lishes that the person making the request is one prop­
erly and directly concerned. 

(iii) Where such access is authorized and photo­
copies of the official file are subsequently requested, 
the conditions and procedures of paragraph (d) of this 
section are controlling. 

(3) Correspondence, memoranda, reports, opin­
ions, and similar material relating to internal matters 
of personnel and procedures, office administration, 
security matters, and internal consideration of policy 
and decisional matters, including the work product of 
an attorney, are not open to public inspection. 

(4) The Copyright Office will return unanswered 
any abusive or scurrilous correspondence. 

{d) Requests for copies. 

(1) Requests for additional certificates of registra· 
tion should be sent to the Copyright Office, and the 
accompanying fees should be made payable to the 
Register of Copyrights. 

(2) Requests for photocopies of copyright deposits, 
official correspondence, and Copyright Office records 
(other than additional certificates of registration) 
should be sent to the Chief, Photoduplication Serv-
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ice, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540, the 
accompanying fees in payment of such services being 
made payable to that official. When the photocopy is 
to be certified by the Copyright Office, the additional 
certification fee should be made payable to the Reg­
ister of Copyrights and both remittances together with 
the transmittal letter are to be sent to the Copyright 
Office. 

(3) Requests for photocopies of official correspond­
ence shall identify the specific material desired and 
shall contain a statement enabling the Copyright 
Office to determine if the writer is properly and di­
rectly concerned. 

(4) Requests for photocopies of copyright deposits 
will be granted when one or more of the following 
conditions are fulfilled: 

.<~) Authorizatio~ by owner. When authorized 1· 
wntmg by the copynght owner or his designated ager\. 

(ii) Request by attorney. When required in connec­
tion with litigation, actual or prospective, in which the 
copyrighted work is involved; but in all such cases 
the attorney representing the actual or prospective 
plaintiff or defendant for whom the request is made 
shall give in writing: (a) The names of the parties and 
the nature of the controversy; (b) the name of the 
court where the action is pending, or, in the case of 
a prospective proceeding, a full statement of the facts 
of the controversy in which the copyrighted work is 
involved; and (c) satisfactory assurances that the re­
quested copy will be used only in connection with the 
specified litigation. 

(iii) Court order. When an order to have the copy 
made is issued by a court having jurisdiction of a case 
in which the copy is to be submitted as evidence. 

§ 201.3 Catalog of Copyright Entries. 

The various parts of the Catalog of Copyright En­
tries are listed below. The subscription price for all 
parts of the complete yearly Catalog of Copyright 
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Entries, effective with Volume 27, is $75. Parts 2 and 
118 of the catalog are published annually; all other 
parts are published in two semiannual numbers cov­
ering, respectively, the periods January-June and 
July-December. The prices given in the list below are 
for each annual part; the price of a semiannual num­
ber is half of the listed price. The entire annual cata­
log or any of its parts may be obtained, upon payment 
of the established price, from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402, to whom requests for copies should be· 
addressed and to whom the remittance should be 
made payable. 1 

Part 1-8ooks and Pamphlets Including Serials 
and Contributions to Periodicals, $20. 

Part 2-Periodicals, $6. 
.... Parts 3-4-Dramas and Works Prepared for Oral 

{') Delivery, $6. 
"' Part 5-Music, $20. 

Part 6-Maps and Atlases, $6. 
Parts 7-11-Works of Art, Reproductions of Works 

of Art, Scientific and Technical Drawings, Photo­
graphic Works, Prints and Pictorial Illustrations, 
$6. 

Part 11 8-Commercial Prints and Labels, $5. 
Parts 12-13-Motion Pictures and Filmstrips, $6. 

§ 201.4 Assignments of copyright and other papers. 

Assignments of copyright and other papers relative 
to copyrights will be recorded in the Copyright Office 
upon payment of the statutory fee. Examples of such 
papers include powers of attorney, licenses to use a 

' In accordance with Section 210 of the copyright law (Title 17, 
U.S. Code), the Catalog of Copyright Entries, Third Series, has been 
expanded to include registrations of claims to copyright in sound 
recordings first published on or after February 15, 1972, with copy­
right notice pursuant to Public Law 92-140 (85 Stat. 391). Identified 
as Part 14 of the Catalog of Copyright Entries, the first issue available 
for sale to the public is Volume 26, which includes registrations for 
the period February-December 1972. Subsequent issues will be pub­
lished semiannually. The price of the first and each subsequent semi­
annual issue of Part 14 is $5. 
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copyrighted work, agreements between authors and 
publishers covering a particular work or works and 
the rights thereto, mortgages, certificates of change 
of corporate title, wills, and decrees of distribution. 
The original, signed instrument should be submitted 
for recordation, and is returned to the sender with a 
certificate of record. Where the original instrument is 
not available, a certified or other copy may be sub­
mitted, but it shall be accompanied by a statement 
that the original is not available. 

§ 201.5 Amendments to completed Copyright Of­
fice registrations and other records. 

(a) No cancellations. 

No correction or cancellation of a Copyright Office 
registration or other record will be made (other than 
a registration or record provisional upon receipt of 
fee as provided in § 201.6) after it has been com­
pleted if the facts therein stated agree with those 
supplied the Office for the purpose of making such 
record. However, it shall be within the discretion of 
the Register of Copyrights to determine if any particu­
lar case justifies the placing of an annotation upon any 
record for the purpose of clarification, explanation, 
or indication that there exists elsewhere in the records, 
indexes or correspondence files of the Office, informa· 
tion which has reference to the facts as stated in such 
record. 

(b) Correction by new registration. 

In exceptional cases, where an applicant desires to 
correct, amend or amplify a registration previously 
made in accordance with information furnished by a 
claimant or his agent, a new application indicating its 
amendatory purpose shall be filed, accompanied by 
the statutory fee and tbe same number of copies re­
quired for a new application. Where it is satisfac­
torily established that copies of the original work can­
not be obtained for submission, photostat or micro-
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film copies of the original may be submitted. 

§ 201.6 Payment and refund of Copyright Office 
fees. 

(a) In general. 

All fees sent to the Copyright Office should be in 
the form of a money order, check or bank draft payable 
to the Register of Copyrights. Coin or currency sent 
to the Office in letters or packages will be at the re­
mitter's risk. Remittances from foreign countries 
should be in the form of an International Money Order 
or Bank Draft payable and immediately negotiable in 
the United States for the full amount of the fee re­
quired. Uncertified checks are accepted subject to 
collection. Where the statutory fee is submitted in 
the form of a check, the registration of the copyright 
claim or other record made by the Office is provisional 
until payment in money is received. In the event the 
fee is not paid, the registration or other record shall 
be expunged. 

(b) Deposit accounts. 

Persons or firms having a considerable amount of 
business with the Copyright Office may, for their own 
convenience, prepay copyright expenses by establish· 
ing a Deposit Account. 

(c) Refunds. 

Money paid for applications which are rejected or 
payments made in excess of the statutory fee will be 
refunded, but amounts of $1 or less will not be re­
funded unless specifically requested, and refunds of 
such amounts may be made in postage stamps. All 
umounts of more than $1 will be refunded by check. 

(d) Return of deposit copies. 

Copies of works deposited in the Copyright Office 
pursuant to law are either retained in the Copyright 
Office, transferred for the permanent collections or 
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other uses of the Library of Congress, or disposed of 
according to law. When an application is rejected, the 
Copyright Office reserves the right to retain the de­
posited copies. 

§ 201.7 Preparation of catalog card. 

The catalog card which may accompany a work of 
foreign origin, as provided in section 215 of title 17, 
U.S. Code, as amended, may be a catalog card sup­
plied by a library in the country of publication. In lieu 
of such a card the applicant may prepare his own 
card, or may fill out the form supplied by the Copy­
right Office. The catalog card should contain the full 
name of the author of the original work, title and de­
scription from the title page, paging, copyright claim­
ant, the city and year of publication, and the names 
of all other authors, editors, etc., whom the appli­
cant considers of sufficient importance to reco~ 
When available, the year of birth of each author namea' 
should be given. If the form furnished by the Office is 
not used, the size of the card should preferably be 
5 inches wide by 3 inches deep or 12.5 centimeters 
wide by 7.5 centimeters deep. The Register of Copy­
rights reserves the right to accept catalog cards not 
complying with the above requirements. 

§ 201.8 Import statements. 

(a) The Copyright Office will issue import state­
ments for books and periodicals first published abroad 
in the English language which are to be imported un­
der the provisions of section 16 of title 17, U.S. Code, 
as amended. A statement for the importation of 1,500 
copies will be issued to the person named in the ap­
plication for ad interim copyright registration. The 
holder of this statement shall present it to the customs 
officer in charge of the port of entry. Upon receipt of a 
statement from the customs officer, showing importa­
tion of less than 1,500 copies, a new statement will 
be issued for the balance. 

(b) The provisions in the Customs Regulations cov-
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ering the use of the import statement (Copyright Office 
Form C-100) are found in 19 CFR 11.21 (21 F.R. 
2517). 

PART 202-REGISTRATION OF CLAIMS TO COPY· 
RIGHT 

Sec. 
202.1 
202.2 
202.3 
202.4 
202.5 
202.6 

Material not subject to copyright. 
Copyright notice. 
Application forms. 
Books (Class A). 
Periodicals (Class B). 

t .. b2.7 

Lectures or similar productions prepared 
for oral delivery (Class C). 

Dramatic and dramatico-musical composi-

202.8 
202.9 
202.10 
202.11 
202.12 

202.13 
202.14 

202..15 
202.15a 
202.16 

202.17 
202.18 

tions (Class D). 
Musical compositions (Class E). 
Maps (Class F). 
Works of art (Class G). 
Reproductions of works of art (Class H). 
Drawings or plastic works of a scientific or 

technical character (Class 1). 
Photographs (Class J). 
Prints, pictorial illustrations and commer-

cial prints or labels (Class K). 
Motion pictures (Classes L-M). 
Sound recordings (Class N). 
Deposit of photographs or other identifying 

reproductions in lieu of copies. 
Renewals . 
Notices of use. 

AUTHORITY:§§ 202.1 to 202.18 issued under sec. 
207,61 Stat. 666; 17 U.S.C. 207. 

§ 202.1 Material not subject to copyright. 

The following are examples of works not subject to 

copyright and applications for registration of such 
works cannot be entertained: 

(a) Words and short phrases such as names, titles, 
and slogans; familiar symbols or designs; mere varia­
tions of typographic ornamentation, lettering or color­
ing; mere listing of ingredients or contents; 

(b) Ideas, plans, methods, systems, or devices, as 
distinguished from the particular manner in which 
they are expressed or described in a writing; 

(c) Blank forms, such as time cards, graph paper, 
account books, diaries, bank checks, scorecards, ad­
dress books, report forms, order forms and the like, 
which are designed for recording information and do 
not in themselves convey information. 

(d) Works consisting entirely of information that is 
common property containing no original authorship, 
such as, for example: Standard calendars, height and 
weight charts, tape measures and rulers, schedules of 
sporting events, and lists or tables taken from public 
documents or other common sources. 

§ 202.2 Copyright notice. 

(a) General. 

(1) With respect to a published work, copyright is 
secured, or the right to secure it is lost, at the date of 
publication, i.e., the date on which copies are first 
placed on sale, sold, or publicly distributed, depend­
ing upon the adequacy of the notice of copyright on 
the work at that time. 

(2) If publication occurs by distribution of copies 
or in some other manner, without the statutory notice 
or with an inadequate notice, the right to secure copy­
right is lost. In such cases, copyright cannot be se­
cured by adding the notice to copies distributed at a 
later date. 

(3) Works first published abroad, other than works 
eligible for ad interim registration, must bear an ade­
quate copyright notice at the time of their first publi-
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cation in order to secure copyright under the law of 
the United States. 

(b) Defects in notice. 

Where the copyright notice does not meet the re· 
quirements of the law, the Copyright Office will reject 
an application for copyright registration. Common 
defects in the notice include, among others, the 
following: 

(1) The notice lacks one or more of the necessary 
elements (i.e., the word "Copyright," the abbrevia­
tion "Copr. ", or the symbol @, or, in the case of a 
sound recording, the symbol ®; the name of the 
copyright proprietor, or, in the case of a sound record­
ing, the name, a recognizable abbreviation of the 
name, or a generally known alternative designation, 
of the copyright owner; and, when required, the year 
date of publication); 

(2) The elements of the notice are so dispersed 
that a necessary element is not identified as a part of 
the notice; in the case of a sound recording, however, 
if the producer is named on the label or container, 
and if no other name appears in conjunction with 
the notice, his name will be considered a part of the 
notice; 

(3) The notice is not in one of the positions pre­
scribed by law; 

(4) The notice is in a foreign language; 

(5) The name in the notice is that of someone who 
had no authority to secure copyright in his name; 

(6) The year date in the copyright notice is later 
than the date of the year in which copyright was actu­
ally secured, including the following cases: 

(i) Where the year date in the notice is later than 
the date of actual publication; 

(ii) Where copyright was first secured by registra­
tion of a work in unpublished form, and copies of the 
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same work as later published without change in sub­
stance bear a copyright notice containing a year date 
later than the year of unpublished registration; 

(iii) Where a book or periodical published abroad, 
for which ad interim copyright has been obtained, is 
later published in the United States without change in 
substance and contains a year date in the copyright 
notice later than the year of first publication abroad: 
Provided, however, That in each of the three foregoing 
types of cases, if the copyright was actually secured 
not more than one year earlier than the year date in 
the notice, registration may be considered as a doubt­
ful case. 

(7) A notice is permanently covered so that it can­
not be seen without tearing the work apart; 

(8) A notice is illegible or so small that it cannot 
be read without the aid of a magnifying glass: Pr9-
vided, however, That where the work itself requir~, 
magnification for its ordinary use (e.g., a microfilm, 
microcard or motion picture) a notice which will be 
readable when so magnified, will not constitute a rea­
son for rejection of the claim; 

(9) A notice is on a detachable tag and will eventu­
ally be detached and discarded when the work is put 
in use; 

(10) A notice is on the wrapper or container which 
is not a part of the work and which will eventually be 
removed and discarded when the work is put to use; 
the notice may be on a container which is designed and 
can be expected to remain with the work; 

(11) The notice is restricted or limited exclusively 
to an uncopyrightable element, either by virtue of its 
position on the work, by the use of asterisks, or by 
other means. 

§ 202.3 Application forms. 

(a) In general. 

Section 5 of title 17 of the United States Code pro-
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vides fourteen classes (Class A through Class N) of 
works in which copyright may be claimed. Examples 
of certain works falling within these classes are given 
in§§ 202.4 to 202.15a inclusive, for the purpose of 
assisting persons who desire to obtain registration of 
a claim to copyright, to select the correct application 
form. 

(b) Claims of copyright. 

(1) All works deposited for registration shall be 
accompanied by a "claim of copyright" in the form 
of a properly executed application, together with the 
statutory registration fee. The Office reserves the 
right to refuse to accept any application that is a 
carbon copy, illegible, defaced, or otherwise not in an 
acceptable condition for examination and recording. 

E . (2) Where these separate element's are not received 
I.J lmultaneously, the Copyright Office holds the sub-
. ~itted elements for a reasonable time and, in default 

of the receipt of the missing element or elements after 
a request made therefor, the submitted item or items 
may be returned to the sender. Such action does not 
constitute a waiver of the right of the Register of 
Copyrights pursuant to section 14, title 17, U.S. Code, 
to demand compliance with the deposit provisions of 
that title. 

(3) Applications for copyright registration covering 
published works should reflect the facts existing at the 
time of first publication, and should not include infor­
mation concerning changes that have occurred be­
tween the time of publication and registration. The 
name given as copyright claimant in the application 
should agree with the name appearing in the copy­
right notice. 

(4) Applications should be submitted by the copy­
right claimant, or by someone acting under his 
authority. 

(5) All information requested by the Copyright Of­
fice application form should be given in the appro-

priate spaces provided. There should not be attached 
to the application any slips of paper or extra pages 
containing additional information, or a continuation 
of requested information. 

(c) Forms. 

The Copyright Office supplies without charge the 
following forms for use when applying for the regis­
tration of a claim to copyright in a work and for the 
filing of a notice of use of musical compositions on 
mechanical instruments. 

Form A-Published book manufactured in the United 
States of America (Class A). 

Form A-B Ad Interim-Book or periodical in the 
English language manufactured and first published 
outside the United States of America (Classes 
A-B). 

Form A-B Foreign-Book or periodical manufactured 
outside the United States of America (except works 
subject to the ad interim provisions of the copyright 
law) (Classes A-B). 

Form B-Periodical manufactured in the United 
States of America (Class B). 

Form BB-Contribution to a periodical manufactured 
in the United States of America (Class B). 

Form C-Lecture or similar production prepared for 
oral delivery (Class C). 

Form D-Dramatic or dramatico-musical composition 
(Class D). 

Form E-Mu sica I composition the author of which is a 
citizen or domiciliary of the United States of 
America or which was published in the United 
States of America (Class E). 

Form E Foreign-Musical composition the author of 
which is not a citizen or domiciliary of the United 
States of America and which was not first published 
in the United States of America (Class E). 

Form F-Map (Class F). 
Form G-Work of art or a model or design for a work 

of art (Class G). 
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Form H-Reproduction of a work of art (Class H). 
Form !-Drawing or plastic work of a scientific or 

technical character (Class I). 
Form J-Photograph (Class J). 
Form K-Print or pictorial illustration (Class K). 
Form KK-Print or label used for an article of mer-

chandise (Class K). 
Form L-M-Motion picture (Classes L-M). 
Form N-Sound recording (Class N). 
Form R-Renewal copyright. 
Form U-Notice of use of copyrighted music on me­

chanical instruments. 

§ 202.4 Books (Class A). 

(a) Subject matter and forms. 

This class includes such published works as fiction 
and nonfiction, poems, compilations, composite 
works, directories, catalogs, annual publications, in­
formation in tabular form, and similar text matter, 
with or without illustrations, as books, either bound 
or in loose-leaf form, pamphlets, leaffets, cards, single 
pages or the like. Applications for registration of 
claims to copyright in published books manufactured 
in the United States of America are made on Form A; 
in books manufactured outside of the United States of 
America, except those subject to ad interim provisions 
of the copyright law, on Form A-8 Foreign; and in 
books in the English language manufactured and first 
published outside the United States of America, and 
subject to the ad interim provisions of the copyright 
law, on Form A-8 Ad Interim. 

(b) Ad interim registrations. 

(1) An American edition of an English-language 
book or periodical identical in substance to that man­
ufactured and first published abroad will not be regis­
tered unless an ad interim registration is first made. 

(2) When a book or periodical has been registered 
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under the ad interim provisions, an American edition 
of the same work, to be registrable, must be manufac­
tured and published in the United States within 5 
years after the date of first publication abroad. 

(3) Since by law ad interim copyright expires at the 
end of the ad interim term unless an American edition 
is published during that term, a renewal application 
covering a work registered only under the ad interim 
provisions will be rejected. Where both an ad interim 
and an American edition have been registered, the 
registrability of the renewal application is governed 
by the date of the first publication abroad. 

§ 202.5 Periodicals (Class B). 

This class includes such works as newspapers, 
magazines, reviews, bulletins, and serial publications. 
published at intervals of less than a year. Applicatio( 
for registration of claims to copyright in published 
periodicals manufactured in the United States of 
America are made on Form 8; in periodicals, or in con­
tributions thereto, manufactured outside the United 
States of America, except those subject to the ad in­
terim provision of the copyright law, on Form A-8 
Foreign; and in periodicals, or in contributions 
thereto, in the English language manufactured and 
first published outside of the United States of Amer· 
ica, and subject to the ad interim provisions of the 
copyright law, on Form A-8 Ad Interim. Applications 
for registration of claims to copyright in contributions 
to periodicals manufactured in the United States of 
America are made on Form 88. Applications for regis­
tration of claims to copyright in contributions to peri­
odicals, which contributions are prints published in 
connection with the sale or advertisement of an arti· 
cle or articles of merchandise, are made on Form KK. 

§ 202.6 Lectures or similar productions prepared 
for oral delivery (Class C). 

This class includes the scripts of unpublished 
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works prepared in the first instance for oral delivery, 
such as lectures, sermons, addresses, monologs, 
panel discussions, and variety programs prepared for 
radio or television. The script submitted for registra· 
tion in Class C should consist of the actual text of the 
works to be presented orally. Formats, outlines, bra· 
chures, synopses, or general descriptions of radio 
and television programs are not registrable in unpub­
lished form. When published with notice as prescribed 
by law, such works may be considered for registra­
hon as "books" in Class A. 

§ 202.7 Dramatic and dramatico-musical composi­
tions (Class D). 

This class includes published or unpublished 
works dramatic in character such as the acting ver­
sion of plays for the stage, motion pictures, radio, 

(.;' ~revision and the like, operas, operettas, mUsical 
comedies and simitar productions. and pantomimes. 
Choreographic works of a dramatic character, whether 
the story or theme be expressed- by music and ac, 
tion combined or by actions alone, are subject to 
registration in Class D. However, descriptions of 
dance steps and other physical gestures, including 
ballroom and social dances or choreographic works 
which do not tell a story, develop a character or emo· 
tion, or otherwise convey a dramatic concept or idea, 
are not subject to registratiorr in Class D. 

§ 202.8 Musical compositions (Class E). 

(a) This class includes published or unpublished 
musical compositions in the form of visible notation 
(other than dramatico-musical compositions), with 
or without words, as well as new versions of musical 
compositions, such as adaptations or arrangements, 
and editing when such editing is the writing of an 
author. The words of a song, when unaccompanied 
by music, are not registrable in Class E. 

(b) A phonorecord, such as a disc, tape, or other 
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reproduction of a sound recording, is not considered 
a "copy" of the musical composition or the literary 
or dramatic work recorded on it, and is not acceptable 
as a deposit copy for copyright registration of the 
musical composition or the literary or dramatic work. 
Concerning the registration of copyright claims in 
sound recordings as works in themselves (as distinct 
from the musical compositions or the literary or dra-· 
matic works recorded), see § 202.15a. 

§ 202.9 Maps (Class F). 

This class includes all published cartographic rep­
resentations of area, such as terrestrial maps and 
atlases, marine charts, celestial maps and such three­
dimensional works as globes and relief models. 

§ 202.10 Works of art (Class G). 

(a) General. 

This class includes published or unpublished works 
of artistic craftsmanship, insofar as their form but 
not their mechanical or utilitarian aspects are con­
cerned, such as artistic jewelry, enamels, glassware, 
and tapestries, as well as works belonging to the fine 
arts, such as paintings, drawings and sculpture. 

(b) In order to be acceptable as a work of art, the 
work must embody some creative authorship in its 
delineation or form. The registrability of a work of 
art is not affected by the intention of the author as to 
the use of the work, the number of copies repro­
duced, or the fact that it appears on a textile material 
or textile product. The potential availability of protec­
tion under the design patent law will not affect the 
registrability of a work of art, but a copyright claim 
in a patented design or in the drawings or photo­
graphs in a patent application will not be registered 
after the patent has been issued. 

(c) If the sole intrinsic function of an article is its 
utility, the fact that the article is unique and attrac-

11 



I r- ' 

tively shaped will not qualify it as a work of art. How­
ever, if the shape of a utilitarian article incorporates 
features, such as artistic sculpture, carving, or pic­
torial representation, which can be identified sepa­
rately and are capable of existing independently as a 
work of art, such features will be eligible for regis­
tration. 

§ 202.11 Reproductions of works of art (Class H). 

This class includes published reproductions of ex­
isting works of art in the same or a different medium, 
such as a lithograph, photoengraving, etching or 
drawing of a painting, sculpture or other work of art. 

§ 202.12 Drawings or plastic works of a scientific 
or technical character (Class 1). 

(a) This class includes published or unpublished 
two-dimensional drawings and three-dimensional 
plastic works which have been designed for a scien­
tific or technical use and which contain copyrightable 
graphic, pictorial, or sculptured material. Works reg­
istrable in Class I include diagrams or models illus­
trating scientific or technical works or formulating 
scientific or technical information in linear or plastic 
form, such as, for example: a mechanical drawing, an 
astronomical chart, an architect's blueprint, an ana­
tomical model, or an engineering diagram. 

(b) A work is not eligible for registration as a 
"plastic" work in Class I merely because it is formed 
from one of the commonly known synthetic chemical 
derivatives such as styrenes, vinyl compounds, or 
acrylic resins. The term "plastic work" as used in 
this context refers to a three-dimensional work giving 
the effect of that which is molded or sculptured. Exam­
ples of such works include statues of animals or 
plants used for scientific or educational purposes, 
and engineers' scale models. 

(c) A claim to copyright in a scientific or technical 
drawing, otherwise registrable in Class I, will not be 
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refused registration solely by reason of the fact that 
it is known to form a part of a pending patent appli­
cation. Where the patent has been issued, however, 
the claim to copyright in the drawing will be denied 
copyright registration. 

§ 202.13 Photographs (Class J). 

This class includes published or unpublished 
photographic prints and filmstrips, slide films and 
individual slides. Photoengravings and other photo­
mechanical reproductions of photographs are regis­
tered in Class K on Form K. 

§ 202.14 Prints, pictorial illustrations and com· 
mercial prints or labels (Class K). 

(a) This class includes prints or pictorial illustra­
tions, greeting cards, picture postcards and simi(i 
prints, produced by means of lithography, photoe~­
graving or other methods of reproduction. These 
works when published are registered on Form K. 

(b) A print or label, not a trademark, containing 
copyrightable pictorial matter, text, or both, published 
in connection with the sale or advertisement of an 
article or articles of merchandise is also registered 
in this class on Form KK. In the case of a print which 
is published in a periodical, use Form KK if the print 
is used in connection with the sale or advertisement 
of an article of merchandise, Form 88 if it is not. 
Multipage works are more appropriately classified in 
Class A than in Class K. 

(c) A claim to copyright cannot be registered in a 
print or label consisting solely of trademark subject 
matter and lacking copyrightable matter. While the 
Copyright Office will not investigate whether the mat­
ter has been or can be registered at the Patent Office, 
it will register a properly filed copyright claim in a 
print or label that contains the requisite qualifica­
tions for copyright even though there is a trademark 
on it. However, registration of a claim to copyright 
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does not give the claimant rights available by trade­
mark registrations at the Patent Office. 

§ 202.15 Motion pictures (Classes L-M). 

A single application Form L-M is available for reg­
istration of works in Classes L (Motion-Picture Photo­
plays) and M (Motion Pictures other than Photoplays). 

(a) Photoplays (Class L). 

This class includes published or unpublished mo­
tion pictures that are dramatic in character and tell a 
connected story, such as feature films, filmed tele­
vision plays, short subjects and animated cartoons 
having a plot. 

(13 '?) Other than photoplays (Class M). 

- This class includes published or unpublished non-

~ 

dramatic films such as newsreels, travelogs, training 
or promotional films, nature studies, and filmed tele­
vision programs having no plot. 

(c) Deposit copies of motion pictures. 

In the case of published motion pictures submitted 
for registration in Classes Lor M, the requirement for 
deposit of "two complete copies of the best edition 
thereof then published" will be satisfied by the de­
posit of identical copies of that edition of the motion 
picture, from among any two or more editions in exist­
ence, that in the opinion of the Register of Copyrights 
most closely conforms to the established criteria of 
the Library of Congress with respect to the acquisition 
and retention of copies of motion pictures for its col­
lections, as expressed in the Library of Congress 
acquisitions policy statement in effect at the time of 
the deposit. The Copyright Office will furnish to any 
person concerned, upon request, a copy of the per­
tinent Library of Congress acquisitions policy state­
ment then in effect. 
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(d) Videotape copies. 

If otherwise qualified as a motion picture, a work 
published in the form of videotape copies may be reg­
istered in Class L or M. If a motion picture is pub­
lished in both videotape and film copies, the require­
ment for deposit of "two complete copies of the best 
edition thereof then published" will be satisfied by the 
deposit of two identical film copies in accordance with 
paragraph (c) of this section. If a motion picture is 
published solely in the form of videotape copies, the 
deposit requirement will be satisfied by the deposit of 
two identical videotape copies accompanied by a set 
of photographic reproductions of portions of the 
videotape copies showing the title of the work, the 
copyright notice, the production, performance and 
other creativity credits, and two or more scenes from 
different sections of the work. 

(e)(l) For purposes of deposit and registration 
only, any copyrightable component part of a motion 
picture soundtrack (e.g., a musical composition) is 
considered an integral part of a motion picture. Regis­
tration of any copyrightable component part of a mo­
tion picture soundtrack may be made by registration 
of the motion picture in accordance with the provi­
sions of sections 12 and 13 of Title 17, U.S. Code. 

(2) Where any copyrightable component part of a 
motion picture soundtrack has not previously been 
published or registered and is contained in a motion 
picture submitted for registration pursuant to section 
13, Title 17, U.S. Code, separate registration of such 
copyrightable component part will be permitted only 
if a separate copyright notice relating to such part is 
placed on the motion picture. In this event the Regis­
ter of Copyrights will waive his authority under section 
14 to require deposit of two complete copies of such 
copyrightable component part, and will accept for 
purposes of deposit under section 13, two complete 
copies transcribed or reproduced from the motion 
picture in a form that in the opinion of the Register 
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of Copyrights most closely conforms to the estab­
lished criteria of the Library of Congress acquisitions 
policy statement in effect at the time of deposit. The 
Copyright Office will furnish to any person concerned, 
upon request, a copy of the pertinent Library of Con­
gress acquisitions policy statement then in effect. 

(3) Separate registration will be refused for any 
component part of a motion picture soundtrack pub­
lished without a separate copyright notice, whether 
registration is applied for as an unpublished work 
under section 12 of Title 17, U.S. Code, or as a pub­
lished work in accordance with section 13 of Title 17, 
U.S. Code. 

(4) The provisions of the preceding subparagraphs 
shall not apply to any copyrightable component part 
of a motion picture soundtrack for which application 
for copyright registration has been made to the Copy­
right Office. prior to May 12, 1975. However, applica­
tions to register a claim to copyright in a component 
part of a motion picture soundtrack for the renewal 
term shall be accepted only if separate registration 
has first been made for the original term. 

§ 202.15a Sound recordings (Class N). 

(a) This class includes published sound recordings, 
i.e., works that result from the fixation of a series of 
musical, spoken, or other sounds. Common examples 
include recordings of music, drama, narration, or 
other sounds, as published in the form of phonorec­
ords such as discs, tapes, cartridges, cassettes, 
player piano rolls, or similar material objects from 
which the sounds can be reproduced either directly or 
with the aid of a machine or device. Registration for 
sound recordings is made in Class N. 

(b) Only those sound recordings fixed and pub­
lished on or after February 15, 1972, are eligible for 
registration. A sound recording is "fixed" when the 
complete series of sounds constituting the work is 
first produced on a final master recording that is later 
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reproduced in pub11shed copies. 
(c) Sound recordings registrable in Class N do not 

include a soundtrack that is an integrated part of a 
motion picture. Registration for motion pictures, in­
cluding an int'3grated soundtrack, is made in Class L 
or M; see§ 202.15. 

(d) Registration for a sound recording in Class N 
does not cover the musical composition or the literary 
or dramatic work of which a rendition is recorded. A 
claim of copyright in the recorded musical composi­
tion is to be registered separately in Class E; see 
§ 202.8. A claim of copyright in the recorded literary 
or dramatic work is to be registered separately in 
Class A, 8, C, or D, whichever is appropriate; see 
§§ 202.4, 202.5, 202.6, and 202.7. 

§ 202.16 Deposit of photographs or other ident~ 1 
fying reproductions in lieu of copies. \:. .. ·· 

(a) Availability of option. 

In the case of a published work which is repro­
duced in copies for sate, classified in Classes (g), 
(h), (i), and {l<) of section 5, title 17, U.S. Code, 
copies of which are considered by the Register of 
Copyrights to be impracticab~e of deposit because of 
their size, weight, fragility, or monetary value, photo­
graphs or other identify4ng reproductions may be de­
posited in lieu of co~es as provided by section 13, 
title 17, U.S. Code. The deposit of such photograpns 
or reproductions shall be made in accordance with the 
following criteria: 

(1) The number of sets of photographs or of repro­
ductions to be submitted shall be the same as the 
number of copies provided by said section 13; dup­
licate sets shaU be deposited unless the work is by a 
foreign author and has been published in a foreign 
country. Each set shall con5tst of as many photo­
graphs or reproductions in black and white, or in 
color, as are necessary to identify the work. 
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(2) All photographs or reproductions shall be of 
equal size, not less than 5 x 7 inches, and not exceed­
ing 9 x 12 inches, but preferably 8 x 10 inches. The 
image of the work shown in all photographs or repro­
ductions shall either be lifesize or larger, or if less 
than lifesize shall be at least 4 inches in its greatest 
dimension. The exact measurement of at least one 
dimension of the work shall be indicated on at least 
one corresponding photograph or reproduction in 
each set. 

(3) The copyright notice and its position on the 
work must be clearly shown on at least one corre­
sponding photograph or reproduction in each set. 
If, because of the size or location of the copyright 
notice, a photographic reproduction cannot be pre­
pared, a drawing may be included in each set, of the 
same size as the photographs or reproductions, show-

( ;1 the exact appearance of the notice, its dimen­
Sions, and its specific position on the work. 

(4) The title of the work shall appear on the front 
or back of each photograph or reproducti.on. 

(5) A copy shall be considered to be impracticable 
of deposit if, because of its size, weight, fragility or 
monetary value, it is unsuited to the filing procedures 
of the Copyright Office. 

(b) Exceptions. 

The provisions of this section, permitting the de­
posit of photographs in lieu of copies in certain cases, 
shall not apply to fine prints and two-dimensional art 
reproductions. The Register of Copyrights reserves 
the right in any other particular case to require as a 
condition precedent to registration, the deposit of 
copies of the work as published. 

( 

§ 202.17 Renewals. 

(a) Claims to renewal copyright must be registered 
within the last (28th) year of the original copyright 
term. The original term for a published work is com­
puted from the date of first publication; the term for a 
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work originally registered in unpublished form is com­
puted from the date of registration in the Copyright 
Office. Unless the required application and fee are 
received in the Copyright Office during the prescribed 
period before the first term of copyright expires, copy­
right protection is lost permanently and the work en­
ters the public domain. The Copyright Office has no 
discretion to extend the renewal time limits. 

(b) Renewal claims may be registered only in the 
names of persons falling within one of the classes of 
renewal claimants specified in the copyright law. If 
the work was a new version of a previous work, re­
newal may be claimed only in the new matter. 

(c) Whenever a renewal applicant has cause to be­
lieve that a formal application for renewal (form R), 
if sent to the Copyright Office by mail, might not be 
received in the Copyright Office before the expiration 
of the time limits provided by 17 U.S.C. section 24, he 
may apply for renewal registration by means of a 
telephone call, telegram, or other method of telecom­
munication. An application made by this method will 
be accepted if: (1) The message is received in the 
Copyright Office within the specified time limits; (2) 
the applicant adequately identifies the work involved, 
the date of first publication or original registration, 
the name and address of the renewal claimant, and 
the statutory basis of the renewal claim; and (3) the 
fee for renewal registration, if not already on deposit, 
is received in the Copyright Office before the time for 
renewal registration has expired. 

§ 202.18 Notices of use. 

Notices of use of copyrighted musical composi­
tions on mechanical instruments, required by section 
l(e) of title 17, U.S. Code, will be recorded upon 
receipt of a properly executed Form U and upon pay­
ment of the prescribed fees. Notices of intention to 
use will be received pursuant to section 101(e) of 
title 17, U.S. Code; no special form is provided 
therefor. 
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