
Comment Regarding a Proposed Exemption Under 17 U.S.C. 1201

Item 1. Commenter Information
Donald Robertson, III
Free Software Foundation, Inc.
51 Franklin Street, Fifth Floor
Boston, MA 02110-1335 
licensing@fsf.org

This comment is filed by the Free Software Foundation, a charitable corporation founded in 1985. The 
Foundation is the largest single contributor to the GNU operating system (used widely today in its 
GNU/Linux variant). The Foundation's GNU General Public License is the most widely used free 
software license, covering major components of the GNU operating system and tens of thousands of 
other computer programs used on hundreds of millions of computers around the world.

Item 2. Proposed Class Addressed
Class 13: Computer Programs—Security Research

Item 3. Statement Regarding Proposed Exemption
The GNU/Linux operating system has become one of the most widely used operating systems on the 
planet. The GNU System and the kernel Linux are called free software because users are free to study, 
share, and improve the software. Those who promote free software believe that controlling one’s own 
computing should be a universal right.

Digital restrictions interfere with the ability to enjoy these freedoms. Circumventing such restrictions 
for any use should not come with the threat of legal sanction. The process of continually applying for 
exemptions under 17 U.S.C. 1201 is onerous and instead any circumvention for a non-infringing 
purpose should be permitted.

However, where exemptions are used to safeguard the public from these laws, it must be the case that 
exemptions should cover the sharing and distribution of software and instructions for circumventing 
access control technologies. Without this, exemptions are near useless, since it would require everyone 
who wants to act within their scope to write their own software to do so.



Security researchers should not fear legal repercussions in their quest to protect users. The Digital 
Millennium Copyright Act is not meant to be used to enforce other unrelated laws. All exemptions 
should be granted broadly, and without reference to other regulations. If Congress or other government 
agencies want to address those issues, they have ample mechanisms to do so. Digital Restrictions 
Management has nothing to do with copyright, but rather is all about control. Which is why 
governmental organizations are increasingly interfering with the exemptions process for issues 
unrelated to copyright law <https://www.defectivebydesign.org/epa-drm-drone>.  The exemption 
should be expanded to ensure that security researches can do their important work without having to 
worry about the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. The exemption should extend to all works on all 
devices, and to all users, as well as to the sharing of tools needed to make circumvention possible.



Domestic co-signors for the Free Software Foundation’s comments regarding all proposed exemptions 
Under 17 U.S.C. 1201.

Robert Butler TX, United States
Rob Frohne WA, United States
Erik B Andersen OR, United States
Michael Small MA, United States
James Garrison MD, United States
Robert Bruccoleri CT, United States
Marcus Heath PA, United States
Karl Harger MD, United States
Jeremiah Lee CA, United States
Aubrey Jaffer MA, United States
Donald R Laster Jr NJ, United States
Ale Abdo NY, United States
Chris Guelich CA, United States
Lucas Endres WI, United States
Murti Poolla FL, United States
Robert Getsla CA, United States
Thomas McNeely WA, United States
Kenneth L. Jacobs IL, United States
Dwight Hales AK, United States
Richard D. Schultz CA, United States
Paulie Pena MA, United States
Erwin Rampy TX, United States
Rick Hanton AZ, United States
Eli Gaultney GA, United States
Mike Waters AZ, United States
Carl Bolling FL, United States
Robert Tupelo-Schneck VA, United States
bill fasick MO, United States
Eric Decker OR, United States
Dra Varni NV, United States
Barry Nelson FL, United States
Uche Okwo TX, United States
Steven Grace FL, United States
Joe Ninan PA, United States
David Topham CA, United States
James Fowler FL, United States
Roe McBurnett NJ, United States
Robert S Levendakes VA, United States
Theodore Pomeroy NM, United States
Jeff Dicken MD, United States
Michael McClennen WI, United States
Steve Deshayes MA, United States
Savannah Hawkins IL, United States
Richard Clawson AZ, United States
Jason Palmer NY, United States
Kevin O'Brien MI, United States



Marja Erwin VA, United States
Randal South CA, United States
Dave Burns HI, United States
Roger Hoffman OR, United States
Erik Wayne McCarty TX, United States
Hellen Baker RI, United States
Kevin Kettle TX, United States
William Stahl CA, United States
Andrea Corbellini WA, United States
Glen Anglin-IngersollFL, United States
Matt Gilson UM, United States
Jim Fulner MI, United States
Tyler Brown NE, United States
Ralph Williams MA, United States
Anthony Stauss OH, United States
Gregory Hice CA, United States
Christopher Michael Howard AK, United States
Shannon McMaster VA, United States
Roger Koehler UT, United States
John Scott IN, United States
John Burnett CA, United States
David Zych IL, United States
James Endres WI, United States
Gavin Stokes CA, United States
Jose Luis Torres PR, United States
Russell Andres MI, United States
William Kida FL, United States
Vernon Geiszler OR, United States
Jasmine Hegman AZ, United States
Kyle Robert Widmer MA, United States
Richie Stacy FL, United States
Ben Porter UT, United States
Chad Walters WA, United States
Gabe Stanton CO, United States
Jonathan Cooper FL, United States
Joseph Cook TX, United States
Jacob First MA, United States
Ralph Lawrence Randall CA, United States
Wilton Gorske CA, United States
Brenda Udelhoven MT, United States
Daniel Arguello MD, United States
Douglas Deslauriers RI, United States
Justin DeSimpliciis GA, United States
Thomas Deeb CA, United States
Justin Miller KS, United States
Eric Londres NJ, United States
Jason Kim CA, United States
Richard Valdes FL, United States
Ryan Underwood TX, United States



Clayton Watts UT, United States
Daniel Neely PA, United States
Stephen Mattin NH, United States
Alexander Hagerman KY, United States
Steven McDougall NH, United States
Paul Ausbeck CA, United States
Jack Pearson CA, United States
Alexander Wang CA, United States
Susan Wolber CO, United States
Vladimir Sedac CA, United States
Mike Shipley AZ, United States
Thomas Mora TX, United States
Daniel Stevenson TX, United States
David Aaron Fendley IL, United States
Angelina Bolton CA, United States
Travis Siegel VA, United States



Foreign co-signors for the Free Software Foundation’s comments regarding all proposed exemptions 
Under 17 U.S.C. 1201.

Admir Tershalla Albania
Chris Vaughan Australia
Peter Hinton Australia
Glenn Jones Australia
Marco Setiawan Australia
Barry Pascoe Australia
Bojan Seles Australia
Michael Mounteney Australia
Florian Sukup Austria
Alexander Steinhardt Austria
Mahmood Abdul Haque Bangladesh
Ben Geeraerts Belgium
Tex Schönlank Belgium
Frank Lavens Belgium
Colin Robert Beasley Brazil
Juan Ferrer Meleiro Brazil
Nícolas Franco Rufino Almeida Prado Brazil
Leo Butler Canada
M. Poklewska Canada
Richard daCosta Canada
Michael Henders Canada
Derek Shaw Canada
Justin Michaud Canada
Ted Krahn Canada
Andrzej Matuch Canada
Daniel Mazur Canada
Shane Brethauer Canada
Guillaume G. Soucy Canada
Jiri Pittner Czech Republic
Jan Rippl Czech Republic
Jan Lechner Czech Republic
Dan K Kyhl Denmark
Christian Probst Denmark
Alban Bernard France
Ilario Ing. Favero France
Haluk Ozaktas France
Aurélien Cabanillas France
Baile Pascal France
Eric Rigoulot France
Frederic Da Vitoria France
Alain Vaugham France
Loic Coulet France
Julien BALLET France
Sergiu Ivanov France
Jean-Philippe Sap France
Michael Davis France



Pierre Counillon France
Laurent Michel France
Hervé Fournier France
Tobias Platen Germany
Thomas Klein Germany
Andreas Boehlk Germany
Mei Lan Anaii Lee-Ender Germany
Tjeerd Pinkert Germany
Robert Obermeier Germany
Ali Reza Hayati Germany
Daniel Fischaleck Germany
Evangelos Skarmoutsos Greece
Philipp Chris Greece
Alexandros XanthakisGreece
George Kardamis Greece
Zsolt Alapi Hungary
Nishant Goyal India
Purvesh Shah India
Satish G. India
MURALI MOHAN KODALI India
Ahmed Shaikh India
Babak TourSari Iran
James Dominy Ireland
Sebastian Makowiecki Ireland
Maurizio Avogadro Italy
Gabriele Fava Italy
Giancarlo Rolletta Italy
Henk de Bruyn Netherlands
W Goudsblom Netherlands
Gregory Ewing New Zealand
Adrian Cochrane New Zealand
Nils Eivind Bjørnerud Norway
Máximo Vásquez Peru
Tymon Rzewuski Poland
Omer Sakarya Poland
Maciej Jończyk Poland
Alex Blin Portugal
Philip Brenan Portugal
Miguel Fonseca Portugal
Andrei Blanaru Romania
Ruggero Piccoli Russian Federation
Evgeniy Tokarev Tokarev Russian Federation
Keigh Chandony South Africa
Iñaki Arenaza Spain
Francisco Garcia Segura Spain
Félix Fernández Escuredo Spain
Carlos Felipe Alvarez Spain
Narcis Garcia Spain
Jose Maria Tallon Aviles Spain



Bihan Viranga Sri Lanka
Henrik Andersson Sweden
Ronny Svedman Sweden
Alejandro Valenzuela Roca Sweden
Martin Maechler Switzerland
Julian Jaros Switzerland
Niko Neufeld Switzerland
Peter Kaiser Switzerland
Adam Ralph Switzerland
Timon Gehr Switzerland
Yuchen Pei Switzerland
Hrant Yeganyan Tonga
Yusuf Bera Ertan Turkey
Roy Speake United Kingdom
Francesco Siano United Kingdom
Stephen Bosley United Kingdom
John Haggerty United Kingdom
Andrew Potter United Kingdom
Edward Paffett United Kingdom
Joshua Gayadeen United Kingdom
Andrew Pirie United Kingdom
Paul Kuin United Kingdom
Tim Evans United Kingdom
Adetayo A Ajilogba United Kingdom


