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Long Comment Regarding a Proposed Exemption 
Under 17 U.S.C. 1201 
(Proposed Class #5) 

[  ]   Check here if multimedia evidence is being provided in connection with this 
comment 

Item 1. Commenter Information  

This Comment is submitted on behalf of Entertainment Software Association; Motion 

Picture Association of America, Inc.; and Recording Industry Association of America 

(collectively the “Joint Creators and Copyright Owners”).  The Joint Creators and Copyright 

Owners may be contacted through their counsel, Steven J. Metalitz, J. Matthew Williams and 

Naomi Straus, Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP, 1818 N St., NW, 8th Fl., Washington, D.C., 

20036, Telephone (202) 355-7900. 

The Joint Creators and Copyright Owners are trade associations representing some of the 

most creative and innovative companies in the United States.  

The Entertainment Software Association (“ESA”) represents all of the major platform 

providers and nearly all of the major video game publishers in the United States.  ESA is the 

U.S. association exclusively dedicated to serving the business and public affairs needs of 

companies that publish computer and video games for video game consoles, handheld devices, 

personal computers, and the Internet.  ESA offers a range of services to interactive entertainment 

software publishers, including but not limited to:  a global content protection program; business 

and consumer research; government relations; and intellectual property protection efforts.   

The Motion Picture Association of America, Inc. (“MPAA”) is the voice of one of the 

country’s strongest and most vibrant industries – the American motion picture, home video and 

television industry.  MPAA works to advance the business and the art of filmmaking and to 

celebrate its enjoyment around the world.  MPAA members include:  Walt Disney Studios 

Motion Pictures; Paramount Pictures Corporation; Sony Pictures Entertainment Inc.; Twentieth 

Century Fox Film Corporation; Universal City Studios LLC; and Warner Bros. Entertainment 

Inc. 

The Recording Industry Association of America (“RIAA”) is the trade organization 

that supports and promotes the creative and financial vitality of the major music companies.  Its 

members comprise the most vibrant record industry in the world.  RIAA members create, 

manufacture and/or distribute approximately 85% of all legitimate recorded music produced and 

sold in the United States.  In support of its mission, the RIAA works to protect the intellectual 

property and First Amendment rights of artists and music labels; conduct consumer, industry and 

technical research; and monitor and review state and federal laws, regulations and policies. 
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Item 2.  Proposed Class Addressed 

Proposed Class 5:  Audiovisual Works—Derivative Uses—Multimedia E-Books.   

The December 12, 2014 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“NPRM”) described this 

proposed class of works as allowing “circumvention of access controls on lawfully made and 

acquired motion pictures used in connection with multimedia e-book authorship.  This 

exemption has been requested for audiovisual material made available in all formats, including 

DVDs protected by CSS, Blu-ray Discs protected by AACS, and TPM-protected online 

distribution services.”  79 Fed Reg. 73,856, 73,861 (Dec. 12, 2014). 

Item 3. Overview 

The Joint Creators and Copyright Owners do not oppose renewal of the existing 

exemption related to non-fiction multimedia e-books offering film analysis.  See 37 C.F.R. 

§ 201.40(b)(4)(iii); § 201.40 (b)(5)(iii).
1
  However, they do oppose any expansion of that 

exemption to allow for circumvention of Blu-ray Discs or videogames.  They also oppose 

expanding the exemption to cover e-books of fiction and e-books that do not offer film analysis; 

e-books that do not involve criticism or commentary; and e-books that make use of more than 

“short portions” of motion pictures.  The proponents have failed to meet their burden of 

persuasion on these issues because the Register’s reasoning from her 2012 Recommendation 

remains as true today as it was then, if not more so.  See Recommendation of the Register of 

Copyrights, Section 1201 Rulemaking:  Fifth Triennial Proceeding, 125, 130, 135, 138-39 (Oct. 

12, 2012) (“2012 Recommendation”)
2
; see also Exemption to Prohibition on Circumvention of 

Copyright Protection Systems for Access Control Technologies; Notice of Inquiry and Request 

for Petitions, 79 Fed. Reg. 55,687, 55,689 (Sept. 17, 2014) (“2014 NOI”).
3
        

Item 4. Technological Protection Measure(s) and Method(s) of 
Circumvention 

The proponents of this exemption, the Authors Alliance (“Alliance”), et. al., describe the 

myriad access controls at issue on pages 4 through 7 of their February 6, 2015 comments.  They 

include the Content Scramble System (“CSS”), the Advanced Access Content System 

(“AACS”), and a variety of TPMs used to protect online content. 

                                                 

1
 The Joint Creators and Copyright Owners continue to believe that the exemptions related to 

educational uses of motion pictures, filmmaking, multimedia e-books, and non-commercial 

videos should be separated into distinct exemptions that allow the Office to tailor each 

exemption to the specific contexts at issue. 

2
 All cited materials from previous rulemaking cycles can be accessed via the Copyright Office 

website at http://www.copyright.gov/1201/ under “Past Proceedings.” 

3
 The burden of coming forward with evidence in support of the proposed exemption, as well as 

the burden of persuasion that the exemption should be recognized on the narrow grounds 

authorized by the statute, must always remain with the proponent of an exemption.  2014 NOI at 

55,689.  This burden applies to both factual and legal issues.     

http://www.copyright.gov/1201/
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As discussed further below, these access controls have increased the availability of works 

and have allowed for a vast proliferation of platforms on which consumers can enjoy authorized 

access to an increasing variety of content.  It is easier than ever to access a broad selection of 

films and television shows, and on many different devices.  The confidence afforded by the 

security of TPMs, and the flexibility in business models that such TPMs enable, are essential 

marketplace pillars which have led creators of motion pictures to expand their streaming and 

downloading options and to experiment with a broad range of business models to increase access 

to their works, such that some films can now be purchased and digitally downloaded before they 

are made available on physical discs. 

Item 5. Asserted Noninfringing Use(s)  

Although the Joint Creators and Copyright Owners believe that e-book authors likely 

often engage in fair uses of materials from motion pictures, there is no across-the-board fair use 

exception applicable to literary uses.  Authors must be careful not to step on the rights of others 

while they pursue their own work.
4
  Although the Register more closely analyzed fictional 

filmmaking in the 2012 Recommendation than she did fictional e-book authorship because the 

proponents of the e-books exemption did not introduce any examples of fair uses of motion 

pictures in fictional e-books, 2012 Recommendation at 138, the Register’s analysis of fictional 

filmmaking applies equally to fictional e-book authorship.
5
  

It is true that the use of motion picture excerpts in a fictional film may enhance 

the film, but that does not necessarily mean that the use is fair.  Notably, fictional 

films differ … because there is no basis to assume that fictional films’ primary 

purpose is to offer criticism or comment.  Rather, the purpose of a fictional film is 

typically entertainment.  …  The use of an earlier work to flesh out characters and 

motivations in a new work, or to develop a storyline, does not inherently serve the 

purpose of criticism or comment on the existing work.  Indeed, the use of an 

earlier work or works as the basis for a new work could give rise to a concern that 

the new use might supplant the derivative market for the existing work. 

2012 Recommendation at 130.  

Given that many uses of portions of motion pictures in fictional e-books should be 

licensed, and that MPAA member companies would actively offer and grant such licenses if they 

were requested,
6
 the Joint Creators and Copyright Owners oppose the creation of a new 

exemption applicable to fictional e-book authorship.  They also oppose expanding the existing 

exemption beyond its current scope.  This opposition is especially necessary because the 

                                                 

4
 See, e.g., Salinger v. Colting, 607 F.3d 68 (2d Cir. 2010). 

5
 All of the examples of purported fair uses of portions of motion pictures in multimedia e-books 

contained in the proponents’ current comments also relate only to non-fiction e-books offering 

film analysis. 

6
 It is worth noting that MPAA member companies do not receive many, if any, requests for 

licenses from multimedia e-book authors. 
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proponents of the exemption do nothing to try to define specific parameters within which e-book 

authors should operate to restrain the scope of the exemption.  Indeed, the proponents even argue 

against preserving the limitations that currently apply to the exemption for non-fiction authorship 

offering film analysis, such as the requirement that any portions taken from motion pictures be 

“short” and be used for the purpose of criticism and comment.
7
  Those requirements at least 

render the existing exemption more compatible with fair use given that the first and third factors 

specifically favor criticism and commentary and the use of no more of a work than is necessary 

to accomplish a legitimate purpose, respectively.  See 17 U.S.C. § 107(1) and (3).   There is no 

guarantee that uses of long portions of motion pictures in non-fiction or fictional e-books that do 

not involve criticism and commentary will qualify as noninfringing.   

Item 6. Asserted Adverse Effects  

Similar to the record presented to the Register in 2012, the current record “establishes 

that there is some amount of motion picture material that may be available only on Blu-ray discs, 

such as bonus material or, more rarely, entire films released exclusively on Blu-ray.”  2012 

Recommendation at 135.  However, also like the record in 2012, “the few cited uses of Blu-ray-

exclusive content are insignificant in number.”  Id.  In fact, many of the 19 examples of 

purportedly exclusive Blu-ray content offered by the proponents in their Appendix E refer to 

material that is not exclusively available on Blu-ray Discs.  For example, the very first item on 

the list, a film called Beat the Devil, is available on Amazon in DVD format and as a digital 

download.
8
  Likewise, the two discs in the Blade Runner Five-Disc Complete Collector’s Edition 

that contain “extras” are on DVD, not Blu-ray Disc.
9
  The five versions of the film in that 

Collector’s Edition are all available on DVD, and three of the versions are also available as high 

definition digital downloads.
10

   The Gone With The Wind 70th Anniversary Ultimate Collector’s 

                                                 

7
 In 2012, the Register stated that “the use of only short segments is critical to the Register’s 

determination that a significant number of the desired uses are fair.”  2012 Recommendation at 

138.  The Register also stated that she “considers the desire to engage in criticism or commentary 

to be a critical factor in establishing fair use in these contexts.”  Id. at 139. 

8
 The film may be purchased at http://www.amazon.com/Beat-Devil-Humphrey-

Bogart/dp/B00005YUNC, Exhibit 1 attached hereto. 

9
 Blade Runner Five-Disc Complete Collectors’ Edition, Exhibit 2 attached hereto. 

10
 All five versions are available on DVD as part of the Blade Runner Five-Disc Ultimate 

Collector’s Edition, http://www.amazon.com/Runner-Five-Disc-Ultimate-Collectors-

Edition/dp/B000K15VSA, Exhibit 3 attached hereto, and three are available as high-or standard 

definition digital downloads.  See http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-

Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297, 

Exhibit 4 attached hereto (Blade Runner Original Theatrical Release, 1982); 

http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Directors-Ridley-

Scott/dp/B002QYTQ3K/ref=tmm_aiv_title_2?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid=, Exhibit 5 attached 

hereto (Blade Runner: Director’s Cut, 1992); http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-

Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297, 

Exhibit 6 attached hereto (Blade Runner: The Final Cut, 2007).  

http://www.amazon.com/Beat-Devil-Humphrey-Bogart/dp/B00005YUNC
http://www.amazon.com/Beat-Devil-Humphrey-Bogart/dp/B00005YUNC
http://www.amazon.com/Runner-Five-Disc-Ultimate-Collectors-Edition/dp/B000K15VSA
http://www.amazon.com/Runner-Five-Disc-Ultimate-Collectors-Edition/dp/B000K15VSA
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Directors-Ridley-Scott/dp/B002QYTQ3K/ref=tmm_aiv_title_2?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Directors-Ridley-Scott/dp/B002QYTQ3K/ref=tmm_aiv_title_2?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
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Edition, another purported example of exclusive Blu-ray content, in fact was released in both 

Blu-ray and DVD.
11

  Many of the other examples involving “bonus” features also appear to refer 

to materials that, while perhaps not available in the DVD format, are available either through 

online services, such as Amazon Shorts,
12

 or on digital copies that are provided to consumers 

when they purchase Blu-ray Discs.
13

 It is also not true, as Appendix E appears to claim, that 

every Pixar title is only available on Blu-ray Disc.
14

 

Given that the proponents could not even identify twenty examples of materials that are 

purportedly not available in formats other than Blu-ray, and that at least some of the materials 

they identified are available in such formats, the Register should conclude, as she did in 2012, 

“that the record does not reflect a substantial adverse impact due to the inability to use motion 

picture materials contained on Blu-ray discs.”  2012 Recommendation at 135.  This is especially 

true because the proponents are simply wrong that Blu-ray is “domina[nt],” “the most widely 

available and standardized format,” and “quickly supplanting DVDs as the predominant source 

of motion picture material.”  Alliance Class 5 Comment at 12, 14, 19.  Instead, far more titles are 

available on – and sold on – DVD than are available on – or sold on – Blu-ray Discs.  As 

reported by the “DVD and Blu-ray Release Report,” with respect to physical media, DVDs 

remain the industry standard, with far more titles being released each year on DVD than on Blu-

ray.  For example, in 2014, nearly 5,000 feature film and television titles were released on DVD, 

while fewer than 1,500 titles were released on Blu-ray.  Moreover, in that same year, 439 million 

DVDs were purchased, versus only 127 million Blu-ray Discs.  As reported by Home Media 

Magazine, Blu-ray Discs have accounted for only 22% of all discs sold in 2015, while DVDs 

constitute 78% of all disc sales.  MPAA member studios report that they are not aware of any of 

                                                 

11
 Gone With The Wind 70th Anniversary Ultimate Collector’s Edition From Warner Home 

Video November 17 (August 10, 2009), 

http://www.warnerbros.com/studio/news/%E2%80%9Cgone-wind%E2%80%9D-70th-

anniversary-ultimate-collector%E2%80%99s-edition-warner-home-video-november-17, Exhibit 

7 attached hereto (highlighting added for ease of reference).  The only content exclusive to the 

Blu-ray Edition of the film is a documentary titled MGM, When The Lion Roars.  This 

documentary is available on both DVD and as a digital download.  

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dvd-mgm-when-the-lion-roars-patrick-

stewart/16215701?ean=883929036325, Exhibit 8 attached hereto; 

http://www.vudu.com/movies/#!overview/184240/MGM-When-the-Lion-Roars-Part-1, Exhibit 9 

attached hereto. 

12
 For example, many bonus features for the film Sin City are available through Amazon for free.  

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Dvideo-shorts&field-

keywords=sin+city, Exhibit 10 attached hereto.  

13
 For example, the Guardians of the Galaxy Blu-ray Disc is sold with a companion digital copy 

that includes the same bonus extras as the Blu-ray Disc.  See Exhibit 11 attached hereto.  

Likewise, the Frozen Blue-ray Disc is sold with a companion digital copy that includes the same 

bonus extras as the Blu-ray Disc.  See Exhibit 12 attached hereto.    

14
 For example, Pixar’s Short Films Collection 1 is available on DVD at 

http://www.amazon.com/Pixar-Short-Films-Collection-Volume/dp/B000V1Y44G.  

http://www.warnerbros.com/studio/news/%E2%80%9Cgone-wind%E2%80%9D-70th-anniversary-ultimate-collector%E2%80%99s-edition-warner-home-video-november-17
http://www.warnerbros.com/studio/news/%E2%80%9Cgone-wind%E2%80%9D-70th-anniversary-ultimate-collector%E2%80%99s-edition-warner-home-video-november-17
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dvd-mgm-when-the-lion-roars-patrick-stewart/16215701?ean=883929036325
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dvd-mgm-when-the-lion-roars-patrick-stewart/16215701?ean=883929036325
http://www.vudu.com/movies/%23!overview/184240/MGM-When-the-Lion-Roars-Part-1
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Dvideo-shorts&field-keywords=sin+city
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Dvideo-shorts&field-keywords=sin+city
http://www.amazon.com/Pixar-Short-Films-Collection-Volume/dp/B000V1Y44G
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their films that have been released exclusively on Blu-ray Disc.  A handful of titles may have 

been released on Blu-ray Discs as “special editions” or with “bonus footage” without a DVD 

counterpart; however, the main film would have been released on DVD and/or as a digital 

download. 

Nor have the proponents demonstrated any adverse impact caused by access controls 

utilized in connection with audiovisual works other than motion pictures, such as video games.  

As was the case in 2012, the proponents have requested an expansion but have not put any facts 

in the record to support that request.  2012 Recommendation at 125. 

Item 7. Statutory Factors  

17 U.S.C. § 1201(a)(1)(C)(i) instructs the Register to consider “the availability for use of 

copyrighted works” broadly and in historical context.  Whether the proposed purpose at issue is 

currently enabled in the precise manner desired by a proponent is not the only relevant question.  

Prior to passage of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (“DMCA”), fair use did not entitle a 

user to access a work in the format of the user’s choosing, and the passage of the DMCA did not 

alter that fact.
15

     

Indeed, the use of access controls has facilitated wider availability of copyrighted motion 

pictures than ever existed prior to the DMCA; and digital copying methods that do not involve 

circumvention are far more prevalent, far more robust, and far more affordable than when the 

DMCA was enacted.  Access controls are improving and expanding the audiovisual content 

available to the public at large, rather than diminishing it.  

The integrity of the AACS technology used to protect Blu-ray Discs is an especially 

important component of the ecosystem that is resulting in the increased availability of motion 

pictures.  The Register and the Librarian should not undermine the reliability of AACS by 

opening it up to widespread hacking, which could negatively impact “the market for or value of” 

some of the industry’s most exciting products.
16

   

As discussed above in Item 6, there are many available alternatives to obtaining portions 

of motion pictures from Blu-ray Discs.  Thus, the third statutory factor disfavors granting an 

exemption as well.
17

   

Item 8. Documentary Evidence  

Please see the attached Exhibits.  

                                                 

15
 See Universal City Studios, Inc. v. Corley, 273 F.3d 429, 459 (2d Cir. 2001). 

16
 See 17 U.S.C. § 1201(a)(1)(C)(iv). 

17
 See 17 U.S.C. § 1201(a)(1)(C)(iii). 
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No. 

Content URL (if available) 

1 Beat the Devil DVD, Amazon http://www.amazon.com/Beat-Devil-Humphrey-

Bogart/dp/B00005YUNC 

2 Blade Runner Five-Disc 

Complete Collector’s Edition  

 

3 Blade Runner Five-Disc 

Ultimate Collector’s Edition 

(DVD), Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/Runner-Five-Disc-

Ultimate-Collectors-Edition/dp/B000K15VSA 

4 Blade Runner 1982, Digital 

Download, Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-

Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_e

ncoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297 

5 Blade Runner: Director’s Cut, 

1992, Digital Download, 

Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-

Directors-Ridley-

Scott/dp/B002QYTQ3K/ref=tmm_aiv_title_2?_e

ncoding=UTF8&sr=&qid= 

6 Blade Runner: The Final Cut, 

2007, Digital Download, 

Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-

Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_e

ncoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297 

7 Gone With The Wind 70th 

Anniversary Ultimate 

Collector’s Edition From 

Warner Home Video 

November 17  

http://www.warnerbros.com/studio/news/%E2%8

0%9Cgone-wind%E2%80%9D-70th-

anniversary-ultimate-collector%E2%80%99s-

edition-warner-home-video-november-17 

8 When The Lion Roars DVD, 

Barnes & Noble 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dvd-mgm-

when-the-lion-roars-patrick-

stewart/16215701?ean=883929036325 

9 When The Lion Roars Digital 

Download, Vudu 

http://www.vudu.com/movies/#!overview/18424

0/MGM-When-the-Lion-Roars-Part-1 

10 Sin City Shorts, Amazon http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url

=search-alias%3Dvideo-shorts&field-

keywords=sin+city 

11 Guardians of the Galaxy Blu-

ray Disc and Digital Copy 

With Extras 

 

12 Frozen Blu-ray Disc and 

Digital Copy With Extras 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Beat-Devil-Humphrey-Bogart/dp/B00005YUNC
http://www.amazon.com/Beat-Devil-Humphrey-Bogart/dp/B00005YUNC
http://www.amazon.com/Runner-Five-Disc-Ultimate-Collectors-Edition/dp/B000K15VSA
http://www.amazon.com/Runner-Five-Disc-Ultimate-Collectors-Edition/dp/B000K15VSA
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Directors-Ridley-Scott/dp/B002QYTQ3K/ref=tmm_aiv_title_2?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Directors-Ridley-Scott/dp/B002QYTQ3K/ref=tmm_aiv_title_2?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Directors-Ridley-Scott/dp/B002QYTQ3K/ref=tmm_aiv_title_2?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Directors-Ridley-Scott/dp/B002QYTQ3K/ref=tmm_aiv_title_2?_encoding=UTF8&sr=&qid
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
http://www.amazon.com/Blade-Runner-Harrison-Ford/dp/B000SW4DLM/ref=tmm_aiv_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-2&qid=1427217297
http://www.warnerbros.com/studio/news/%E2%80%9Cgone-wind%E2%80%9D-70th-anniversary-ultimate-collector%E2%80%99s-edition-warner-home-video-november-17
http://www.warnerbros.com/studio/news/%E2%80%9Cgone-wind%E2%80%9D-70th-anniversary-ultimate-collector%E2%80%99s-edition-warner-home-video-november-17
http://www.warnerbros.com/studio/news/%E2%80%9Cgone-wind%E2%80%9D-70th-anniversary-ultimate-collector%E2%80%99s-edition-warner-home-video-november-17
http://www.warnerbros.com/studio/news/%E2%80%9Cgone-wind%E2%80%9D-70th-anniversary-ultimate-collector%E2%80%99s-edition-warner-home-video-november-17
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dvd-mgm-when-the-lion-roars-patrick-stewart/16215701?ean=883929036325
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dvd-mgm-when-the-lion-roars-patrick-stewart/16215701?ean=883929036325
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dvd-mgm-when-the-lion-roars-patrick-stewart/16215701?ean=883929036325
http://www.vudu.com/movies/%23!overview/184240/MGM-When-the-Lion-Roars-Part-1
http://www.vudu.com/movies/%23!overview/184240/MGM-When-the-Lion-Roars-Part-1
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Dvideo-shorts&field-keywords=sin+city
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Dvideo-shorts&field-keywords=sin+city
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Dvideo-shorts&field-keywords=sin+city
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Movies & TV Studio Specials Universal Studios Home Entertainment Comedy 

Share

Have one to sell?

Beat the Devil 
Humphrey Bogart (Actor, Producer), Jennifer Jones (Actor), John Huston
(Director, Writer) Rated: NR (Not Rated) Format: DVD 

154 customer reviews 

Available from these sellers. 

12 new from $3.28 27 used from $0.01 1 collectible from $4.99

Watch Instantly with Rent Buy 

Beat The Devil - 1954 $1.99 $4.99 

Beat the Devil $1.99 $6.98 

Beat the Devil (1953) — — 

Other Formats & Versions Amazon Price New 
from 

Used 
from 

Blu-ray 1-Disc Version — — 

DVD 1-Disc Version $0.52 $0.01 

DVD 1-Disc Version $3.28 $0.01 

Deal of the Day: Up to 67% off Chuck and Fringe 
Complete Series on Blu-ray and DVD
Today only, save up to 67% on Chuck and Fringe Complete 

Series on Blu-ray and DVD. The offer to own these collections ends 
March 21, 2015, 11:59 pm PST and while supplies last. Shop now

Editorial Reviews

On their way to Africa are a group of rogues who hope to get rich there, and a seemingly innocent British couple. They meet and things happen... 

Special Features

None.

Product Details
Actors: Humphrey Bogart, Jennifer Jones, Gina Lollobrigida, Robert Morley, Peter Lorre

Directors: John Huston

Writers: John Huston, Anthony Veiller, Claud Cockburn, Peter Viertel, Truman Capote

Producers: Humphrey Bogart, Angelo Rizzoli

› › › 

40 used & new from $0.01

See All Buying Options 

Add to Wish List 

Sell on Amazon 

Click to open expanded view

— 

$2.53

— 
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DVD
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DVD
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DVD
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Most Helpful Customer Reviews

84 of 87 people found the following review helpful

Truman Capote and John Huston film a New Yorker cartoon
By Zino Davidoff on October 19, 2004

Format: DVD  Verified Purchase 
Beat the Devil is a subtle comedy of manners. It's not a big Hollywood film, but a small independent (Bogart's own 
production company) that happens to have an amazing cast, is directed by one of the best (John Huston), with a 
Truman Capote screenplay. It's become one of my favorite off-beat films and can't recommend it enough.

What's not to like? Quite a bit if you read some of the disgruntled reviews below! But don't be dissuaded, it's a 
gem. And remember, Pauline Kael was a huge fan of this movie; if she's a reviewer you trust, that might be 
enough for you.

Other reviewers have outlined the plot so I won't go into that, and in any case, that's not the reason to watch this 
movie. The plot's certainly as good as any amusing Hitchcock film, with its MacGuffin and several surprising 
twists and comic suspense subplots unraveling throughout.

There are subtleties to Beat the Devil that apparently escape many reviewers, who perhaps wanted another 
formulaic 'noir' classic or some kind of slapstick laff-fest. If you like New Yorker cartoons, you'll likely enjoy this 
movie as much as I do: I've watched this movie at least 5 times and still love it.

Beat the Devil escapes categorization, except to say that it's a brilliant comic screenplay performed with skill and 
insight by several of the best actors of the 50s. Robert Morley is sublimely funny, and brings out the best in Peter 
Lorre and the other criminals in the gang.

Jennifer Jones is sexy and charming in her role as a compulsive liar, as is her classic and earnestly doltish 
husband. They reek naive British charm and are marvelous together, providing a poignant tension in contrast to 
the gang of conniving scoundrels. Read more ›

Customer Reviews
Available on Kindle

$2.99 
Lutz, Arnold

Playin' The Dozens: 100 
of the Best Bags Joke 
Book

Shop now

Customer Images 

Most Recent Customer Reviews 

Smooth Blend of Action, Romance, and 
Vice
A treat for Humphrey Bogart fans, plenty of action and 
adventure, full of surprises, romance, lust and the relentless 
pursuit of ill-gotten gain (filmed on-site in Italy). Read more 
Published 3 days ago by B. Hamilton 

A+
Great film with terrific stars. 
Published 11 days ago by James Smalhout 

Five Stars
Acting, story, humor, Lorre, Bogart, Lolabrigida, Morley, et 
al; a marvelous example of what a comic movie should be. 
Published 11 days ago by Koko 

you've basically wasted the previous hour 
and a half or so

Format: Black & White, NTSC

Language: English, Italian

Region: Region 1 (U.S. and Canada only. Read more about DVD formats.)

Aspect Ratio: 1.33:1

Number of discs: 1

Rated: 

Studio: Alpha Video

DVD Release Date: January 22, 2002

Run Time: 89 minutes

Average Customer Review: (154 customer reviews)

ASIN: B00005YUNC

Amazon Best Sellers Rank: #207,012 in Movies & TV (See Top 100 in Movies & TV) 

 Would you like to update product info, give feedback on images, or tell us about a lower price? 

Learn more about "Beat the Devil" on IMDb

Feedback

 If you have a question or problem, visit our Help pages. 

 If you are a seller for this product and want to change product data, click here (you may have to sign in with your seller id). 

Related Video Shorts

Beat The Devil

2:01

 (154) 

3.6 out of 5 stars 

5 star 39%
4 star 23%
3 star 16%
2 star 6%
1 star 16%

See all 154 customer reviews

The other bad 
guys realize that 
they are going to 
have to get him 
out of the way.

John A Lee III

In fact, there's 
very little about 
this movie that 
doesn't poke fun 
at itself, or at the 
movies of the 
time.

eLSyDro

I wanted to get a 
good copy of this 
(to replace my 
VHS) and opted 
for a this version.

Masashi Kimmimoto
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