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. Number of articles entered in 1834,
BoOOKS tciute tarneccaececcaceracaacasiocaesosnceasenesarcsenssecscesanscene R 9 550

Periodicals .. ocu oo e ittt teccaccaeacn cecmar sanmas secnan remman- 5, bi0
Dramatic cCompositions ... .cceeen i iimiiieiee i it cec ettt ccnanes 587
Musgical cOmPOBItions - cveee . ceme i e cieirieet e e e 6,241
Photographs.. .. coucer o i et it it trecar s naacemmes ccensrenaeanens 836
Engravings and chromos ......oooe et iiniiimmiice e e cireee e 1, 868
Maps and charts ..o, . iiier i iieciteetet ccecctceecer cammreneae e 1, 622
o 0 7 S 42
Designs and Arawings ... cooeer cmeeiant tiaeiiecctianieereaantaicenanacnas 436
B 281 2 T L 136

TObRL. - oo ot o i it acce cmae et mmee s e e n e e nn e as 26,803

The following statement exhibits the number of each class of publi-
cations deposited in the Library, and the additions thus made to the col-
lection Ly the copyright law:

Number of copyright publicalions received in 1884,

BOOKS . covrr i it iiacat cascteccacecarecarees e amaes caan menas 15, 145
Pericdicals .....cc.coiieiacacniana.. e aeeetececstcccan e e cannes s 12,118
Dramatic compositions......ccoeet vueniaaa. .. S 196
Musical compositions ........ieciieieniiiii et iiaiiciiinae.. mecaacmeeaes 11, 247
Photographs ..o e i it iei e et cee e taneaans 1, 509
Engravings aud eliromos. .. ... cooe il e e 2,726
Maps aod charts ........................................................... 2,452
g 8 7 S 85
Designs and drawings. . oo oot il ciiiiiaan e 129
B T 3

Y U 45, 610

As the law requires the deposit of two copies of each publication to
be deposited in order to perfect the copyright, the net addition to the
collections during the year embraced 22,805 separate articles, of which
. 7,073 were books and 6,059 were periodicals, The aggregate increase
in the 1ece1pts of uopynght publications in 1884 over those of 1883 was

1 72.

The various funds appropriated for the lerar\‘ exhibit unexpended
balances as follows on the 1st of January, 1885:

Fund for increase of the Library .. .....coconoiei oot $10, 205 50

Fund for works of art.......... ... ... .. e eeme e eereasccnsaeenae 8,470 72
Fuud for contingent expensesof Library... ..o il 1,348 16
¥Fund for additioual accommodations. . ... .. .. iiiiiee.iana.. 2 90

Fund for purchase and printing of unpublished historical manuseripts
relating to early French discoveries in America ....................... 3,160 04

Since the beginning of the year several important accessions of mis-
cellaneous books and pamphlets have been received from the Depart-
-ment of State, including many duplicates from the library of that De-.
partinent, as well as volumes not needed for the uses of that collection,
but which help to fill gaps in the Library of far wider range at the Cap-
itol. ‘The continuations of newspaper serials deposited-in the Library
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of Congress by the Department of State have also been received, bound,
and:made available for immediate reference. The growing importance
of periodical literature, both American and foreign, and the great and
increasing demands upon public libraries for the freshest material for
use and reference, render these acquisitions of special value. The same
is to be said of the very cousiderable body of periodicals and serial re-
ports, commercial, industrial, and financial, which have been deposited
in this Library during the past year {(as well as in previous years) by the
Bureau of Statistics, which has inadequate room for rapidly-growing
files of periodicals. These accessions, likely to be widely extended here-
after from various Departments and Bureaus of the Government which
have room only for a carefully-selected working library of reference,
while they are temporarily accommodated with storage in the rooms re-
cently provided beneath the Library, add increased force to the urgent
demand for & new building.

THE TONER COLLECTION.

The valnable collection of books, periodicals, and pamphlets pre-
sented to the Government in 1882 by Joseph M. Toner, M. D., has been
further increased during the year just closed by the addition of 416
volumes of books, besides 2,284 pamphlets, purchased and presented by
the original donor -of the library; which, added to the original gift
and aunual additions, makes a total of books and pamphlets in this col.
lection of 28,116 volumes of books, besides about 18,000 pamphlets.
This collection, thus fostered and cared for, needs wider and more ac-
cessible space for its arrangement and preservation, and its acceptance
by Congress, executed as it was in view of what was deemed the imme-
diate prospect of the erection of a new and commodious National Library
building, adds another to the many cogent arguments for the consum- -
mation of that object.

THE LIBRARY BUILDING QUESTION.

At the last session of Congress a bill was passed by the Senate, with
practical unanimity, providing for the ereetion of an ample fire-proof
building for the accommodation of the Congressional Library, on
grounds immediately east of thé Capitol, and separated therefrom by
the eastorn park and by the line of First street, This bill, unfortu-
nately for the interests of the Library and the protection of the Govern-
ment property, has not yet reached a consideration in the House of
Representatives. It is quite unnecessary for the undersigned to add
here any further statements tu the suggestions urged in many former
reports as to the pressing necessity for a permanent and adequate pro-
vision for the Library of the nation. There is no public want which
has been more universally recognized, nor is there any object of ex-
penditure which could be more nnanswerably defended upon gronnds
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of public expediency, or which would receive a more hearty and gen-
eral sanction at the hands of the people. It is earnestly hoped that
the present Congress will give effect to the general desire by providing
for this great collection the accommodation so indispensable and so
long delayed.
AINSWORTH R. SPOFFORD,
Librarian of Oongress.
Hon. JOHN SHERMAN,
Chairman of the Joint Committee on the Library.
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