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"The undersigned has the honor to submit herewith his annual report,
with statements concerning the progress of the Library and the business
of the copyright department during the calendar year closing Decem-
ber 31, 1882, »

The annual enumeration has just been completed, and has been at-
tended with greatly increased difficulties, owing to the rapidly growing
embarrassment in counting books and other publications which cannot
be accommodated upon shelves. Upwards of one hundred and thirty
thousand volumes are now necessarily stored in heaps in various rooms
connected with the Library, or are placed in double rows, 80 as to render
their enumeration more slow and difficult than attends that process in
well-arranged libraries where sufficient space is provided for the books.
The count, however, presents a close approximation to exact figures,
having been repeated in those sections of the Library where there was -
doubt as to the resalt.

The aggregate of the collections in the lera.ry now numbers 480,076
volumes, besides about 160,000 pamphlets. At the date of the ]ast
enumeration, one year ago, the number of books in the Library was
420,092, besides about 145,000 pamphlets. The law department of the
Library now numbers 57,233 volumes, included in the above aggregate,
being an increase of 4,642 volumes in the Law Library.

The entire additions to the collections during 1882 embrace 59,984
volumes of books and 27,310 p&mphlets, which were acquired from the-
following sources:

f Books. | Pamphlets.

I“mmpurchuea ......................................... eeeiieseneniaaaaaal 1,242
From copyrigh [ i 12,207 - 9,845
From depoait.hy the imnhsomln I.nutitnuon . 8, 882
From donAtIoNS. . coeet oottt iiiiiariii i s 525
From exchmF PR 343
Tuner collection (preeented to the goverument) 12, 000

TOtR] - ceenmaemeemertneeaee vannsnsmneeeacansensresnmaaanaaenesranens ' 50, 984 21,810
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There has been a steady increase in the busiwess of the copyright de.
partment during the year. The whole number of copyright entries in
the oftice of the Librarian was 22,918, being an increase of 1,343 pub-
lications entered for copyright beyond those of the preceding year. Tho
fees paid into the Treasury on account of records of copyright amounted
to the sumn of $18,554.00, being an increase of $1,502.50 over the receipts
of the year 1881. '

The following is a statement of the special classes of publications,
with the number of each entered for copyright in 1882 :

Number of articles entered in 1382,

Y U 7,8
B T LT 4,612
Dramatio ompositions. ......ceeieiceeeiriiiiin ot iciieiiiaie e cene creen 454
Musical COmMPOBIIONS . cu e e e i it ieiieietee e e - 6,143
Photographs.. ... oo een s 654
Chromos and engravings.....c.ceicececns.n ereeaaas eab et acan e - 1,760
Mapsand charts. oo oo i i i iicea ciiicemiceaaa s 847
2 43 e n
B ) 7 Y g 502
Paintings .....ooiiminit ceeieaaa, et et s ieaiaee it e e e Y
01 1T £ R 7

L s 22,01

The following exhibits the number of publications of every description

~deposited in the Library in 1882, and the accessions to the collection

under each head by the copyright law.

Number of copyright articles received in 1832,

BOOKS. .o e i eer et eeiieeieaceeen s sanaad 12,207
PerioQiels ..o oot i it it cie i ireraeaiiaeee e caeeneeaane 9, 70
Dramatic compositions ... cooeut viene i it cia e caeeaaas 175
Muasical cOMPOBITIONS . .« oo . vomet o e et cees ceeees crec e e caea 11, 302

S PRObograpls. . e e it i ceiiiccecicceesicnee e 1, R
Chromos and engravings................. e et e eeetaaea amaa—. 2,72
Maps and ebarts. oo oo e iiii et iccee s tecmmn e e vaan 1,804
Prints. ..., e e eemseecaeseenateeaan smmeee aeoen 5¢
DB gDB - e o e e ot e et cie et e et cace s anan L3

B D, "
Total . ceaet e veeaas 4 e tteauemecaeaceacacmemseeneeveanee sommns 33, 00

As the law requires two copies of each pnblication protected B)' copy-

Tight to De deposited, the net additions to the copyright publications

during the year embraced 19,490 articles, of which 6,149 were books,
and 4,851 were periodicals. A

The various nnexpended funds of the Library of Congress exhibit the
following balances on hand on the 1st of January, 1883: :
Fund for increase of the Library. ... ... .. coccoiicnr cicivennasccnnss $8,074 41

Fund for works of art ..o . .v. ccee coeevrencoceceeeecanecivmmncrernnenanne 12,890 16
Fund for portraits of Presidents of the United States. ..._....._........... 40
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Fund for contingent expenses of Library...cooeceeeeeinnaen coinncanenann $1,203 51
Pund for providing furniture for Library. ... ..oo.oooioiiiiiiiiiaoon 774 90
Fund for providing additional accommodations for the Congressional Li-

DIALY .« e ciceceunanneacnccascaacaraaccncnscs cosctovans amacenncesanes 3,033 12

"Fund for purchasge and printing of unpnblished historical manuseripts re-
lating to early French discoveriesin the Northwest, and on the Mississippi. 4,578 ¥4

There has been completed during the year another volume (being the
fifth) of the collection of original documents in French, relating to
the discoveries and settlements under French auspices on the Missis-
gippi River, and in the northwestern regions of America, published un-
der the direction of the Joint Committee on the Library, under an act
of Congress. The sixth and only remaining volume of the text, with
an atlas of maps, will shortly be finished.

" The undersigned again regrets the necessity of recording the fact that
no progress has been wade by legislation toward relieving the almost
intolerable embarrassments of this great and overcrowded Library. The
collection of these valuable stores of literature and art cannot and ought
vot to stand still—representiug as they do the researches and product
. of the American mind in every field of human knowledge. The fact
that the majority of the collections thus acquired come without cost to
the government, adds another to the numerous cogent reasons so long
and so repeatedly urged for their snitable protection and arrangement.
The daily increasing obstacles to the proper administration of the Library
gervice have now reached a point which actually obstructs the prowpt
supply of ‘books and information to both houses of Coungress, to the
courts and departments, to the many scientific bureaus of the govern-.
ment, and to the publie, who resort in increasing numbers to the Capi-
tol to make use of the rich repository of anthorities in the Library. To
render these collections in the highest degree useful, it is absolutely
necessary that adequate room should be provided in a building planned
and specially constructed for the purpose. To render them measurably
. useless, no surer method could be devised than the attempt to crowd
: balf’ a million of Looks into quarters plainly inadequate for the proper
* arrangen.ent and classification of half that number. The time con-
. sumed in hunting for books, which it is absolutely impossible to provide
" with any definite place in the Library, occasions an incalculable waste
i of valuable time to students, afid threatens more and more to obstruet
; Congress and its committees in the supply of information constantly
wanted at a moment’s notice,

THE TONER COLLECTION.

Still greater force has heen added doring the past year to the urgent

. demand for an adequate library building, by the very generous benefuc-
tlon of a professional mman long ulentlﬁed with the capital. The private
i hbrary of Joseph Meredith Toner. M. D., embraeing over 27,000 volumes
pof books, be:ides 12,000 pamphlets and periodicals, was presented to

[
%
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the government, and accepted by special act of Congress, in the month
of May, 1882. Shortly after the adjournment of Congress, this collection
was removed to the Capitol, temporary guarters having been provided
for it by partitioning off a portion of the erypt under the rotunda. The
Toner eollection is found to be, in many directions, a valuable supple-
ment to the Library of Congress. In the local history of States, coun-
ties, and towns, in biography, in medical science, in early imprints, and
in several classes of miscellaneous literature the collection embraces
much valuable material, which'is added to from time to time by the
donor. The books have been, so far as possible, arranged, and are in
process of being properly stamped, labeled, and catalogued. It is be-
~ lieved that this first example of the gift of a large private library to the
nation will be ah incentive to other similar donations or bequests, which
may here, a8 in other countries, tend greatly to enrich the Library of
the government. ’
‘ AINSWORTH R. SPOFFORD,
- Librarian of Congress.
Hon. JOHN SHERMAN,

Chairman of the Joint Commitiee on the Library.
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